Pierce Street Pavement Rehabilitation and Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Project 

Location: 
The project site is located in the City of Albany and generally follows a north-south alignment east of Interstate 80 (I-80) and on the west side of Pierce Street and Cleveland Avenue. The site alignment extends from the northern City limits at the Cerrito Creek Trail, south to the Buchanan Street over crossing. 

Segment I
The project is divided into two “segments” and the current project entails only Segment I. This segment includes pavement rehabilitation of Pierce Street along the 500 block and from Calhoun St. to Buchanan St. This segment also includes the development of a bicycle and pedestrian path along the west side of the 500 block of Pierce St. adjacent to the sound wall. The project also includes lane re-striping, three (3) raised crosswalks, dedicated bus turnouts, and new (or improved) access ramps, for the portion along the 500 block of Pierce St. A 2-foot wide buffer area would be located on both sides of the path and could include landscaping or decorative hardscape. In order to construct this improvement, the existing curb face on the west side of Pierce Street would be moved approximately 10 feet towards the centerline of the roadway. The existing parking spaces in this location would also be shifted towards the centerline. 

Two bus pads would also be incorporated into the design for this segment. These bus pads would be 45 feet long and 6 feet wide and would be located along the west side of Pierce Street at new crosswalks across from 545 Pierce Street (Bridgewater condominiums) and 555 Pierce Street (Gateview complex). The design provides for future bus shelters that would be separated from the new bike path. According to input from the adjacent condominium residents, the existing crosswalk located across from the Gateview access driveway is not heavily utilized; therefore, it would be removed to retain existing parking spaces. The existing crosswalks would be raised approximately 3 to 6 inches from the roadway with a width of 10 feet inside the painted lines and 12 feet outside of the lines. The raised crosswalks are intended to improve pedestrian safety and reduce vehicle speeds on Pierce Street. 

No changes are planned for the east side of Pierce Street. However, according to input from residents, moving vans at 545 Pierce Street (Bridgewater) park perpendicular to the street in the southernmost driveway. This results in vans blocking the sidewalk and protruding into the travel lane. A design alternative would be to designate two to three (2-3) existing parallel spaces for “loading and unloading between 8:00 a.m. and noon”, thereby reserving this area for vans or trucks. In the instance where a van arrived prior to noon, and needed to load/unload after that time period, it could do so. When finished, the space would again be available for regular parking. Thus, up to three (3) regular parking spaces could be removed for a limited time period on the east side of Pierce Street. 

To improve visibility in the area, an approximately 300 square foot segment of the Albany Hill would be recontoured to provide for better sight distance as residents of the Gateview complex exit their parking garage. According to the City Engineer, Albany has a “slope easement” over this portion of privately owned land, which enables the City to modify the slope. View plans depicting the project. 


Segment II 
(Caltrans Property and Cleveland Avenue). Segment II begins where Pierce Street meets Albany Hill, just south of the Gateview complex. The alignment for this segment is depicted here. At this point, the path would continue slightly west, leaving Pierce Street and continuing down the slope to run parallel to the I-80 freeway and through the Caltrans property. The City of Albany would secure an easement from Caltrans prior to development of this segment of the path. This Class I (separated path) facility would accommodate both bicyclists and pedestrians and would be approximately 1,600 linear feet in length and 12 feet in width. A 2-foot buffer area would be located along both sides of the path, similar to the Pierce Street segment. The maximum longitudinal slope of the trails would be 5 percent, with a maximum cross slope of 2 percent. This segment would be developed as close to the right-of-way line as possible as requested by Caltrans. 

The path would continue through the Caltrans property, south to Washington Avenue. At this point, the path would cross Cleveland Avenue and continue south to Buchanan Street. At the northern end of the Washington Avenue and Cleveland Avenue intersection, a 200-foot transition would be required, narrowing the street from 38 to 30 feet. In this area, the path would be 12-feet in width, with a 2-foot wide landscaped buffer on both sides and would be parallel to the railroad line right of way. Approximately 7 feet of pavement and a 7-foot wide area west of the curb would be required for the path. The southernmost end of Segment II would connect to the Buchanan Street over crossing. 

