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ALBANY ARTS COMMITTEE 


REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 


1249 Marin Avenue, Albany Community Center, Edith Stone Room 
Monday, February 2, 2009 – 7:00 p.m. 


 
1. Call to Order: 7:05 PM. Committee Members present: Chair Goodman, Members Adamé, Black, Maris, 


McQuaid, Norman and St. George. 
 
Staff present: Isabelle Leduc, Vanessa Ferrer and Amber Curl. 


 
2.  Approval of Minutes:  January 12, 2009   


Motion: Motion to approve minutes from January 12, 2009 as corrected made by Adamé and seconded by 
Maris. Motion carried all in favor. 


   
3. Public Comments: None 


 
4. Comments/Announcements from Committee Members: Member McQuaid shared photographs of the 


Historical Society Centennial Quilt that will be displayed at the Albany Community Center. McQuaid also 
commented about the fact that the Arts Committee meetings for the months of February and March have been 
scheduled on a different Monday than the second Monday.  
  


5. Comments/Announcements from staff: None 
 
6. Discussion and possible action items: 
 


6-1 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair - The Committee will consider whether to hold the election or 
postponing the process to the following month. The Committee decided to hold the elections. 
Motion: 
Motion to nominate Peter Goodman as Chair of the Arts Committee by Committee Member Adamé, 
seconded by Committee Member Black. Motion carried all in favor. 
Motion: 
Motion to nominate Susan Adamé as the Arts Committee Vice-Chair by Committee Member 
McQuaid, Seconded by Committee Member Maris. Motion carried all in favor. 
 


6-2 Banners, Murals and Trash Cans on Solano - Allen Cain, Executive Director of the Solano 
Avenue Association will be addressing the committee on possible ways to beautify Solano 
through banners, murals and adornment on trashcans. The committee will also discuss the 
possibilities for mural placements throughout the city and procedures related to site, artist, and 
artwork selection as well as community input. Allen Cain, Executive Director of the Solano 
Avenue Association requested assistance for three different projects: the creation of seasonal banners 
such as Winter/Fall and Spring banners, public art on public property such as trash cans, and murals to 
prevent graffiti. Staff liaison Leduc proposed to do research on the city’s process for implementing 
banners and report at the next meeting the role of the Arts Committee. Leduc will also do research on 
other city mural programs. Cain will compile a list of possible mural locations and will share the 
information with the Committee at a future meeting. Committee Member McQuaid presented pictures 
of city murals in Canada.   


 
6-3 Current City Planning Projects - Jeff Bond, Planning Manager, and Amber Curl, Assistant 


Planner, will provide an update on the Civic Center remodel and will discuss the Public Art 
Master Plan. Amber Curl, Assistant Planner, asked the Committee for input on the Civic Center 
plans for possible public art sites. Curl also presented information on other City Public Art Master 
Plans from Berkeley, Oakland and Walnut Creek.  
Motion:  
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Motion to form a Public Art Master Plan subcommittee to outline the components of the Public Art 
Master Plan made by Member McQuaid and seconded by Member Maris.  Motion carried all in favor. 
 


6-4 Codornices Creek Project – The Committee will review plans of the interpretive signs for the 
project. The Committee reviewed plans of the interpretive signs for the project. Committee comments 
will be forwarded to Judy Lieberman and the Restoration Design Group. 


 
6-5 Arts Committee Mission Statement, Bylaws, Scope of Activities, and Procedures – The sub-


committee will present a Mission Statement and Duties and Functions to the full Committee for 
review. The subcommittee presented a Mission Statement and Duties and Functions to the full 
Committee for review. Staff will revise the document to include the suggestions provided by 
Committee Members. 


 
6-6 Arts Committee Member Duty Descriptions – Staff will present an overview of Committee 


Member duties to be assigned. Staff presented a list of Arts Committee activities to be assigned. The 
list will be revised on an ongoing basis and assignments will be given as new members are appointed 
to the Committee. 


 
6-7 Board of Education Appointee – The Committee will discuss the possibility of having a student 


as one of the Board of Education Appointee to the Arts Committee. The Committee discussed the 
possibility of having a student as one of the Board of Education Appointee to the Arts Committee. 
The Committee unanimously agreed that having a student on the Committee would be beneficial. 


 
6-8 Spring Art and Music Festival – Staff will present an update on the planning process of the 2009 


event. Staff liaison Ferrer mentioned that she has received 11 applications so far and described how 
the event has been advertised. 


 
6-9 Art Gallery – Committee Member Black will discuss the Art Gallery and the Committee will 


develop a schedule for soliciting new proposals for gallery shows. Committee Member Black 
discussed key points concerning the Art Gallery and the importance of good communication with the 
Library and Community Center staff. Black also discussed changes in the schedule. Jacqueline 
Krayna’s exhibit will be in April with no reception scheduled thus far.  


 
6-10 Art in the Park Projects – Last steps for the completion of the Memorial Park Public Art 


Project will be presented. Member Adamé reported that Gina Telcocci lowered some of the stones to 
make the Memorial Park art piece accessible to wheelchair users. The grass growth was also 
mentioned as a concern as well as the graffiti sealer that seemed to be peeling off. 


 
 


7. Future Agenda Items: City banner policy, mural programs and formation of a subcommittee, Public Art 
Master Plan, Mission Statement, Duties and Functions, Art Gallery, Member duties, Spring Art and Music 
Festival. 


 
 


8. ADJOURNMENT: 9:40pm. 








 
ALBANY ARTS COMMITTEE 


REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 


1249 Marin Avenue, Albany Community Center, Edith Stone Room 
Monday, March 16, 2009 – 7:00 p.m. 


 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
   
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 


For persons desiring to address the Committee on an item that is not on the agenda please note that City policy 
limits each speaker to three (3) minutes.  The Brown Act limits the Committee’s ability to take and/or discuss 
items that are not on the agenda; therefore, such items are normally referred to staff for comment or to a future 
agenda. 
 


4. COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 
5. COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM STAFF:  
 
6. DISCUSSION/ POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS: 


 
 
6-1 Public Art Master Plan Subcommittee – Committee Member Adamé will report on the work done 


by the subcommittee.  
 


6-2 Consultant to assist with the Public Art Master Plan – Karin Nelson, Commissioner on the 
Alameda County Arts Commission will discuss the role of a consultant for the creation of a Public Art 
Master Plan.  


   
6-3 Spring Art and Music Festival – Staff will present an update on the planning process of the 2009 


event. 
 


6-4 Arts Committee Mission Statement/Duties and Functions – The Committee will provide feedback 
on the revised document. 


 
6-5 Ad Hoc Economic Development Group – Staff will give a brief overview of the goals of the group 


and how it relates to the Arts Committee.  
 


6-6 Postcards – The committee will discuss the distribution and selling of postcards. 
 


6-7 Art in the Park Projects – Update on the completion of the Memorial Park Public Art piece will be 
presented. 


 
6-8 Art Gallery – Staff will report on the Gallery Proposal submitted to the Recreation and Community 


Services Director. 
 


 
7.   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 








Albany Arts Committee 
 
 
Mission Statement: 
 
The purpose of the Albany Arts Committee is to promote visual, literary and performing 
arts and urban beautification, and to act in an advisory capacity regarding the 
development and preservation of the arts in the City.  
 
Duties and Functions: 
 


A. Be available to City Departments, Boards, Commissions and Committees, 
when appropriate, to review and advise on art issues.  


B. Recommend changes in laws, legislation, and policies needed to promote and 
preserve the arts.   


C. Recommend policies and advise the City concerning the receipt or purchase of 
artwork to be placed on municipal property.  


D. Review and make recommendations upon all works of art to be acquired by 
the City, either by purchase, gift, or otherwise.  


E. Provide assistance to local artists and private property owners on matters 
relating to installation of works of art on private property in the public view. 


F. Provide recognition and increased opportunities for artists through art in 
public places projects and maintain an inventory of works of art in the public 
view.  


The Albany Arts Committee was established by City Ordinance in 1974. 
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Public Art Master Plan Subcommittee Meeting Notes     
 
Goal of the Public Art Master Plan: 
The goal is to create a prioritized list of zones and specific sites appropriate for public art 
installations. This information will be available to the Arts Committee when making a choice of 
projects to undertake when money becomes available from the Percent for the Arts Fund. 
Information such as potential costs and economic impact should be included, so the best project 
choice for the available funds can be made.  
 
The creation of a comprehensive Public Art Master Plan is based on an understanding of the 
historical and cultural influences that exist in the City of Albany, as well as knowledge of its 
natural and built environments. The public input will be important to include in this process.  
 
Different variety of types of projects from freestanding sculpture, murals, to wall or hanging art 
should be included. 
 
Selection Process:  
A description of the selection process is in the city's Percent for the Arts Ordinance and 
procedures. The entire document will be in the appendix of the plan and also have specific parts 
repeated in the Master Plan when appropriate.  
 
Zones:  
Zones established with specific sites identified - cohesive way to think of city and areas that have 
similar requirements: 
 
- Solano Avenue 
- Under Bart tracks 
- City Buildings 
- San Pablo Avenue 
- Key Route Blvd 
- Marin Avenue 
- Waterfront 
- Parks 
- Redevelopment area (Target to Cleveland including the freeway overpass) 


 
Public Input:  
We wish to include site recommendations from Arts Committee, City staff, public officials and 
general public. 
 
Site Criteria:  
To establish list of prioritized potential public art sites, the Arts Committee will need to consider 
the following information for each zone and site. 


- visibility and public access 
- public safety 







- interior and exterior traffic patterns 
- relationship of art to the site's existing or future architectural or natural features 
- function and uses of the facility or site 
- future development plans for the area which may affect the public art project 
- relationship of the proposed work to existing works of art or design elements within the 


site's vicinity 
- social or cultural context of the proposed artwork relative to the site and its surrounding 


environment 
- public works and structural considerations (underground infrastructure) 
- philosophical considerations ( Veteran’s concerns at Key Route Blvd) 
- background of area including pertinent information such as historical influence 
- possible project concepts appropriate for specific sites ( sculpture, wall hanging, mural) 
- estimated budget range for artwork in specific areas (example: free standing sculpture 


$20,000 to $80,000 or mural $15,000 to $35,000) 
- special design considerations  (site visible from a long range or acts at gateway)  
- possible design approaches ( projects should include light and movement, Trompe l'oeil 


images, street elements such as benches, design approaches reinforcing the themes of 
history, culture or diversity, inclusion of historical elements, ) 


- size and scope of site 
- economic impact of site ( Solano Ave artwork could help merchants) 
- project estimate time line estimate 


 
The subcommittee also developed a table of contents for the Public Art Master Plan: 
 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 
(Draft for Master Arts Plan March 16, 2009) 


 
I.  INTRODUCTION AND GOALS 
II.  SITES AND CRITERIA 
III.  THE SELECTION PROCESS 
IV.  APPENDIX – ARTS ORDINANCE 


 
 
PUBLIC ART MASTER PLAN SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
The subcommittee felt that at this time it was appropriate to consider hiring a professional Art 
Consultant to gather public input and do the above research.  
 








Informational Only 
 
March 2009 
 
To post on City Website: 
 
Grants  
 
Richard Florsheim Art Fund - (813) 949-6886, Tampa, Florida, National Deadline: Semi-Annual 
Recurring October 1, March 1 - The Richard Florsheim Art Fund's purpose is to address the dilemma faced 
by senior American artists of merit whose public recognition may have lessened, but who continue to be 
productive working artists. Essentially the Fund intents to assist living American artists of established 
reputation who are over the age of sixty. The Fund accepts applications from individual artists and from 
institutions. 
 
The Marie Walsh Sharpe Art Foundation was established by Marie Walsh Sharpe, to provide financial 
assistance to the very gifted in the visual arts. http://sharpeartfdn.qwestoffice.net/index.htm  
 
Oppenheimer Camera - (206) 467-8666 Fax 467-9165, Seattle, Washington, Equipment Grant Program is 
a grant to support new filmmakers in producing their first serious film 
project. http://www.oppenheimercamera.com/grant.html  
 
Gottlieb Foundation Inc. - (212) 226-0581 Fax 226-0584, New York, New York, National Deadline: 
Annual Recurring December 1 - The Foundation wishes to encourage those artists who have dedicated 
their lives to developing their art, regardless of their level of commercial 
success. http://www.gottliebfoundation.org/  
 
 
Mr. Holland's Opus Foundation - (818) 784-6787 Fax (818) 784-6788 , Sherman Oaks, California, 
National Deadline: Ongoing - The Mr. Holland's Opus Foundation provides instruments to outstanding 
student musicians who are in need of financial resources to obtain an appropriate 
instrument. http://www.mhopus.org/ 
 
Graham Foundation- Chicago, Illinois, National Deadline: Bi-Annual Recurring January 15, July 15 - 
Graham Foundation Grants are offered to individuals in support of activities that focus on architecture and 
the built environment and that lead to the public dissemination of ideas through publication, exhibition, or 
educational programming.http://www.grahamfoundation.org/  
 
 
Open Meadows Foundation - (718) 768-2249 Brooklyn, New York, National Deadline: Bi-Annual 
Recurring February 15, August 15 - The Open Meadows Foundation is a grant-making organization which 
funds projects that are designed and implemented by women and girls; projects which have limited financial 
access which reflect the cultural and ethnic diversity of our society and promote the empowerment of 
women and girls; and projects for social change that have encountered obstacles in their search for 
funding. http://www.openmeadows.org/  
 
 
PEN American Center - (212 )334-1660 Fax 334-2181, New York, New York - National Deadline: Ongoing 
- The PEN Writers' Fund is an emergency fund for professional-published or produced-writers in acute, 
emergency financial crisis. Depending on the situation, the Fund gives grants of up to $2,000. The 
maximum amount is given only under especially dire circumstances and when monies are available. 







http://www.pen.org/page.php/prmID/251 
 


Sam and Adele Golden Foundation for the Arts Inc -  (607) 847-8158 New Berlin, New York National 
Deadline: Biennial Recurring October 1 - The Sam and Adele Golden Foundation for the Arts, Inc. is a 
private foundation whose primary purpose is to support individual artists, working in paint, who demonstrate 
exceptional creative ability. http://www.goldenfoundation.org/  
 


Institute for Humane Studies - Fax (703) 993-4890 - Arlington, Virginia, National Deadline: Ongoing - The 
Hayek Fund for Scholars makes strategic awards of up to $1,000 to graduate students and untenured 
faculty members for career-enhancing activities 
 


Sweet Relief -(818) 563-5140 Fax 563-5144, Burbank, California National Deadline: Ongoing - Sweet 
Relief provides financial assistance to all types of career musicians who are facing illness, disability, or age-
related problems. http://www.sweetrelief.org/  
 


Anthony Radziwill Documentary Fund , (212) 465-8200, New York, New York, National Deadline: Semi-
Annual Recurring - September 1; March 1 - The Anthony Radziwill Documentary Fund provides grants to 
emerging and established documentary filmmakers in the form of development funds (seed money) for 
specific new projects. Administered by IFP/New York, the Fund seeks to provide an additional much-
needed source of funding for independent non-fiction filmmakers at the earliest stage of new work, 
traditionally a difficult point at which to secure funding.  
http://market.ifp.org/newyork/docfund/index03.html  
 
Sundance Institute, Beverly Hills, California, National Deadline: Ongoing - The Sundance Documentary 
Fund is dedicated to supporting U.S. and international documentary films and videos focused on current 
and significant issues and movements in contemporary human rights, freedom of expression, social justice, 
and civil liberties. http://www.sundance.org/press_subgen.html?articleID=4&colorCode=green  
 
Jane Morrison Memorial Film Fund , (207) 761-2440, (207) 761-2440, National Deadline: Annual 
Recurring May 15 - The Jane Morrison Memorial Film Fund supports educational opportunities for 
filmmakers who are in the early stages of career development. 
 
National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts, (305) 377-1140, Miami, Florida, National Deadline: 
Quarterly Recurring March 1, June 1, September 1, December 1 - These modest grants support artists in 
need of immediate assistance for career development opportunities.They are available to professional 
artists in the fields of Choreography, Composition, Dance, Piano and 
Voice http://www.ed.gov/programs/psp/artadvancement.html 
 
Artist Relief and Financial Assistance Grant, (646) 230-9833,  (646) 230-9833, National Deadline: 
Ongoing - The Artists' Fellowship, Inc. is a private, charitable foundation that assists professional fine artists 
(painters, graphic artists, sculptors) and their families in times of emergency, disability, or bereavement. 
http://www.artistrelieffund.org/  
 
Library Fellows' Artist Book Grant - (202) 783-5000, Washington, District of Columbia National Deadline: 
Annual Recurring January 31 - The objective of the Library Fellows program is to encourage and promote 
the creation of quality book art and to support NMWA's Library and Research Center and book art 
programs. 
 
Women in Architecture Grants & Fellowships - (212) 577-1200, New York, New York, National 
Deadline: Annual Recurring March 15 - The Beverly Willis Architecture Foundation (BWAF) offers funding 
to individuals and institutions to support innovative projects that advance the study and expand the 







recognition of women in architecture and related professions, and that lead to the dissemination of this 
knowledge to professional and public audiences alike. http://www.bwaf.org/grants.html  
 
Alliance for Young Artists and Writers - (212) 343-6730, New York, New York, National Deadline: 
Ongoing - Attention art teachers: The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards offer early recognition of creative 
teenagers and scholarship opportunities for graduating high-school seniors. The Awards are national in 
scope and administered by the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers. 
http://www.artandwriting.org/resources.htm  
 
 
New York Youth Symphony' First Art Commissions - (212) 581-5933, New York, New York, National 
Deadline: Annual Recurring January 31 - The First Art program supports emerging artists and illustrators. 
For the New York Youth symphony's Carnegie Hall season, an artist will be awarded a commission to 
produce a new work for possible use on promotion materials. Open to all visual artists 25 years and 
younger. http://www.nyyouthsymphony.org/commissions/firstmusic/description.php  
 
Horizons/Frameline Film & Video Completion Fund -  (415) 703-8650 Fax 861-1404, San Francisco, 
California, National Deadline: Annual Recurring August - Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender film and 
videomakers are encouraged to apply to Frameline for the Horizons/Frameline Film & Video Completion 
Fund. Grants in a range of $2,000 to $3,000 are available once annually for projects in the final stages of 
production. http://www.frameline.org/filmmaker%2Dsupport/  
 





