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SUMMARY 
 
This report provides a review of the City’s finances compared to budgeted amounts as well as an update 
on current financial status.  This report covers the third quarter of FY2023/24.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Report is for informational purposes only.  No action required. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Each quarter, staff provide the City Council a review of the City’s financial status.  The status update 
includes information and analysis of revenues and expenditures through the third quarter of FY2023/24 
as well as an estimate of year-end results. 
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
 
The attached Year-to-Date Budget to Actuals reports show revenues and expenditures for the General 
Fund through the third quarter of FY2023/24. Expenses and revenues ended at just under 70 percent of 
the annual budget. A detailed analysis of the revenues and expenditures to date is provided in the 
following sections. 
 
Definitions 
The following definitions are used to describe amounts in the remainder of the report. 
 
2022/23 Actuals represents the final actual results for the fiscal year. 
 
2023/24 Adopted Annual Budget represents the budget adopted by the City Council on June 5, 2023. 
 
2023/24 Third-Quarter Actual or Q3 Actual represents actual revenues or expenditures recorded 

during the first three quarters of the current fiscal year. 
 
2023/24 Estimated Year End represents the estimated revenues or expenditures for the full fiscal year 

based on actuals through the third quarter of the fiscal year. 
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GENERAL FUND 
 
A review of FY 2023/24 actuals through the third quarter as well as an estimate of year-end results 
compared to the budget for the General Fund is shown below.  It should be noted that the year-end 
estimated results are not a perfect prediction of where the City will end the year; but rather an estimate 
of what is likely to happen, barring any unforeseen changes. 
 
 

 
 
 
More detail on revenues and expenditures is included in the following sections. 
 
 
REVENUES 
 
As can be seen in the table above, it appears that after three quarters of the fiscal year, General Fund 
revenues are estimated to end the fiscal year just over the adopted budget of $30.1 million.   
 
Through the first three quarters of FY2023/24, the following chart shows the percent of total revenues 
attributable to each type of revenue source.  The relative size represented by each type of revenue source 
varies across the course of the fiscal year, but overall is on track with expectations. 
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The following chart provides some comparison data for actual General Fund Revenues for FY2022/23 
Actuals, FY2023/24 Budget, and FY2023/24 Estimated Year-End amounts. 
 

 
 
While the overall picture is on track, there are a few variances to note: 
 
Property Taxes.  The year-end estimate is essentially as was budgeted and is higher than the actuals for 
FY 2022/23.  Property taxes is the City’s single biggest revenue source and has met growth expectations.    
 
Sales and Use Taxes.  The year-end estimate of sales and use tax receipts is based on receipts to date as 
well as in-depth analysis provided to the City by our sales tax consultant Avenu. While sales tax revenues 
of $4.9 million for this fiscal year are nearly on track with the budget of $5.0 million, projected sales 
and use tax revenues for next fiscal year are lower because of the anticipated closure of Golden Gate 
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Fields this summer.  The Sales and Use Tax budgets for FY2024/25 will need to be adjusted downward 
to account for these losses.   
 
Licenses and Permits.  It appears that Licenses and Permits are trending higher than anticipated for 
FY2023/24.  The most significant area is in construction and encroachment/grading permits which are 
trending nearly 20 percent and 10 percent higher, respectively.  This reflects a continued post-pandemic 
recovery in construction. 
 
Current Service Charges. Current Service Charges are estimated at year end at $1.6 million, 12% 
higher than the budget of $1.4 million.  This is primarily the result of continued strength in the area of 
recreation services including facility and field rentals and recreation classes. 
 
Other Revenue.  The Other Revenue category is significantly higher than budget as a result of receiving 
the first annual payment of $400,000 from the City’s 2023 agreement with UC Berkeley which reflects 
UC Berkeley’s shared interest in strengthening projects and programs that are designed to improve the 
quality of life for Albany residents, including those services and programs that take place on or near to 
the University Village (UC Village).  The agreement was not executed until after the FY2023/24 budget 
was adopted, therefore this funding was not included in the adopted budget.  While this is positive news 
in terms of actual revenues, its receipt masks some other revenues with lower-than-anticipated results.  
This will be something to continue to monitor in FY2024/25. 
 
Transfers In.  The timing of transfers into the General Fund from special revenue funds (such as the 
pension property tax override, Parks and Open Space Measures M (2018) and R (1996), Gas Tax and 
others) was discussed during the Q2 budget update.  Historically, the City has only made those transfers 
once, at the end of each fiscal year.  To provide a better picture of the City’s financial position across 
the course of a fiscal year, staff will now be making these transfers quarterly, with a final true-up for any 
adjustments with the close of the fiscal year. 
 
Measure DD 
 
Measure DD was passed in November 2020 increasing the Utility Users’ Taxes (UUT) on the use of gas 
and electric utilities in Albany while also adding a new tax for water use. The tax rates were updated per 
the table below. 
 

 
Utility Prior Tax Rate New Tax Rate 
Electricity 7% 9.5% 
Gas 7% 9.5% 
Water None 7.5% 
Telecommunications 6.5% 6.5% 

 
These changes were anticipated to bring in an additional $675,000 in revenue annually. The additional 
revenues through Q3 for FY 2023/24 are detailed in the table below. 
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UUT Old Rate New Rate Difference 
  Electric $705,089  $956,906  $251,817  
  Gas $227,104  $308,213  $81,109  
  Water $0  $319,461  $319,461  
TOTAL $932,193  $1,584,580  $652,387  

 
Total revenues from affected utility users’ taxes for FY2023/24 through Q3 are $1.6 million, with an 
increase of $652,387 attributable to the increased rates approved in 2020.  If these revenues continue 
with the same trends through the balance of the fiscal year, a total of over $800,000 in additional revenues 
will be attributable to this increase in the utility user tax rates. 
 
This tax was passed as a general tax with more than 50% of the vote rather than a special tax which 
would have required a two-thirds threshold. Measure DD included language stating that the City Council 
will endeavor to expend at least one-third (1/3) of the additional revenue generated from the increase in 
the maximum electricity users’ tax rate (above 7%) for the following spending priorities:  

1. Those Action Items in the City’s Climate Action and Adaptation Plan, approved by the City 
Council on December 2, 2019, and as it may be amended from time to time by the City Council.  

2. Additional environmental sustainability programs as may be authorized by the City Council.  

In FY2022/23, staff identified $28,000 in sustainability-related expenditures associated with the 
increased funding and on May 1, 2023, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2023-27 allocating 
$143,469 to a Climate Action and Adaptation Reserve fund to further the goals identified in the Measure 
DD language.  It should be noted, however, that since the measure was passed as a general tax, revenues 
may be budgeted by the Council to pay for any valid expenditures of the City.  
 
EXPENDITURES 
 
The charts below show the percent of total expenditures through three quarters by department in the 
General Fund as well as the actuals and projected year-end expenditures for the major categories of 
spending (salaries and wages, and other expenses). 
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Total expenditures are estimated at $30.3 million or 3.5 percent less than the adopted budget of $31.5 
million.  Across the individual departments, most departments are anticipated to be between two and 
nine percent below budget at fiscal year-end.  While some of this is driven by vacancies, the departments 
are also working diligently to ensure that other expenses stay within budget during the fiscal year. 
 

 
 
 
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE REVIEW 
 
On May 21, 2024, the Financial Advisory Committee (FAC) received a presentation on the City’s 
finances at the end of the third quarter of FY2023/24 as well as an estimate of year-end results. Since 
the second quarter review, staff had worked to create a process to complete special revenue fund transfers 
to the General Fund on a quarterly basis; as part of this new process, staff caught the transfers up to 
through the third quarter. The FAC asked for further clarification on how these transfers are completed 
and the timeline of the new process. Staff explained that the expenses for programs that are budgeted to 
use special revenue sources such as the sidewalk tax or the pension override tax are recorded to the 
general fund throughout the year. Previously, an annual transfer was completed at the end of the fiscal 
year to utilize the full amount of the revenue allowable for expense of the various programs. Now, staff 
will analyze the expenses on a quarterly basis, complete the transfer, then complete the full revenue 
transfer and true up at the end of the fiscal year.  
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Committee members also pointed out that investment actuals and estimated year end are the same 
amount. Staff explained that inadvertently unrealized gains were previously included in this revenue. To 
provide a conservative estimate of this revenue for the year staff kept the revenue the same as presented 
to date to avoid overstating earnings on these gains. Staff will meet with our investment manager to 
determine the best way to present investment earnings going forward. The FAC is interested in a deeper 
explanation of the performance of the investments in the future.  
 
Committee members also questioned the savings in operation expenses due to staff vacancies, how this 
impacts the budget, and the overall analysis of the budget. Staff discussed methods of appropriately 
budgeting salaries knowing that vacancies will occur. FAC members pointed out that the salaries are 
trending closer to the budgeted amount in this fiscal year than they had in prior years. 
 
Summary 

 
Although the City adopted a FY 2023/24 budget with a deficit of revenues to expenditures of $1.3 
million, based on actual revenues and expenditures through the third quarter of FY2023/24, the fiscal 
year is estimated to end nearly in balance with a small, shortfall projected.  This is positive news as the 
City looks forward to the end of the 2023/24 fiscal year.  It should be noted, however, that the approved 
FY2024/25 budget also anticipated a deficit for which reserve funds may be needed.  On the expenditure 
side, departments are doing a good job controlling expenditures while balancing service demand and 
programmatic desires.  Final actual results will be presented to the City Council after the year end close 
and audit. 
 
Cash and Investments 
 
Attachment 2 – Cash and Investments shows the City’s cash and investment holdings as of March 31, 
2024.  
 
So far, $33.5 million has been invested in CAMP (California Asset Management Program), a municipal 
investment clearing authority currently paying 4.5% on their money market account with the balance 
invested in compliance with the City’s Investment Policy. The majority of these funds have been invested 
in securities as of July 2023 shown on the CAMP managed line of the attached investments summary. 
Funds are also held in a Mechanics Money Market, Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) and CalTrust 
accounts, which are similar to the CAMP Pool as funds can be made available for operations with a 
quick turnaround. Staff monitors the balances in the more liquid accounts against operational expenses 
to ensure City business is funded and potential investment earnings are maximized. 
 
Attachments  
1. Fiscal Year 2023/24 Third Quarter Budget to Actuals Report 
2. March 31, 2024 Cash and Investments Summary 


