
 

 

Agenda Date: March 25, 2024 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Albany City Council Members 
 
From: Ad hoc committee on Ceasefire in Gaza 
 
Re: Resolution Calling for a Bilateral Ceasefire in Gaza  
 
SUMMARY 
 
The action before the council is to consider voting on the Ad-hoc committee’s resolution 
calling for a ceasefire in Gaza  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Council adopt Resolution No. 2024-16. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the Council’s March 4th, 2024 meeting, the Council voted to appoint Councilmember 
Tiedemann and Mayor Miki to an ad-hoc committee to evaluate writing a resolution calling 
for a ceasefire in Gaza. The committee met to discuss an initial approach and draft suggested 
language before meeting with a variety of community groups, leaders, and interested 
residents. In all, the committee held a dozen meetings with interested parties from all sides 
of the issue.  
 
After these meetings, the ad-hoc committee has decided to bring forth the attached 
resolution for a vote by the Council.  
 
DISCUSSION  
 
As discussed in the March 4th meeting that appointed the ad-hoc committee, there are a 
variety of reasons to take on this work. As evidenced by national discourse, protests, events 
within our own community, and the amount of time devoted to this topic at Albany City 
Council meetings even when it is not on the official agenda, there is a great amount of 
consternation in our community. Members of our community are directly affected by the 
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events unfolding in Gaza and Israel, while many more feel compelled to do something in 
the face of the humanitarian crisis that is occurring there.  
 
Taking on this task, the ad-hoc committee wanted to focus our efforts on two things;  

1. recognizing the fear, pain, and grief that members in our community are 
experiencing as a result of this conflict, including both those directly affected and 
those who have felt the ripples of this issue in the East Bay indirectly  

2. Calling for an end to the humanitarian crisis that has claimed too many innocent 
lives  

 
In meeting with interested parties, there were a large number of suggestions, most of which 
the ad-hoc committee has tried to incorporate in some manner. Many of these comments 
hinged on explicitly recognizing the pain experienced by all residents of our City. While, in 
an ideal world, we could make simple statements that apply to many of us at once, it became 
clear in meetings and during drafting that tensions are so high and misinterpretation so easy 
that our resolution needed to make explicit our shared pain with those grieving for Israelis 
and Palestinians, as well as those who have been affected more indirectly by intolerance in 
our own community.  
 
Our meetings also illustrated that, while there are important areas on which almost all of us 
agree, there are marked points of disagreement. Most especially this is characterized by an 
overarching desire for peace and safety from the vast majority, but disagreements on how 
that is best achieved, who bears some or all of the blame for the current crisis, and how 
Palestinians and Israelis should live together in the long term. The resolution as written, 
instead of staking out a position on each of these, remains committed to the two areas of 
focus mentioned previously, and should be read as a statement of values rather than a step-
by-step plan for resolving the issue completely. The ad-hoc committee fully acknowledges 
that achieving the goals of this resolution will not be easy and will require vastly more 
detailed policymaking at a much higher level than this City Council to achieve.  
 
Furthermore, while the desire for peace and prosperity for all peoples is widespread, there 
are exceptions. On the largest scale, there are those who support one side or another in the 
war, regardless of the cost, while on the smaller, and more common scale within our own 
community, there are those who, regardless of reason or intent, are intolerant or hostile to 
others. While this resolution tries to address some of this, calling for more understanding 
and taking a stand against many forms of prejudice, the ad-hoc committee acknowledges 
that it will take work far beyond the City Council’s ability to address this in the long run. 
Our community, our nation, and people everywhere, must take difficult steps to understand, 
empathize with, and release our preconceptions about each other, and no level of 
government can ensure all those steps are taken. Instead, our civil society must work to heal 
itself. 
 
 
Attachment: 

1. Resolution No. 2024-16 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-16 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ALBANY CITY COUNCIL SUPPORTING AN 
IMMEDIATE BILATERAL CEASEFIRE IN GAZA 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Albany acknowledges the suffering of the peoples of the 

Middle East and affirms our shared humanity; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Albany recognizes that the current crisis takes place within a 

long and complex history, and affirms that, for a pathway to lasting peace to be developed, the 

root causes of the crisis will need to be addressed; and  

 

WHEREAS, all human life is precious, and the City of Albany has a long and proud 

history of standing on the side of peace, affirming our commitment to speak against injustice, 

and supporting collaborative dialogue; and 

  

WHEREAS, the City of Albany condemns the recent rise in Antisemitic, anti-israeli, 

Islamophobic, anti-arab, anti-palestinian, racist, and xenophobic hatred in our community and 

across the nation, including efforts to target, harass, and intimidate students, journalists, 

community leaders, elected officials and others who have spoken for what they believe in; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Albany reaffirms the right to peacefully gather and protest, 

and to do so without fear of intimidation, harassment or retribution; and 

 

WHEREAS, the loss of life and displacement of people in Israel and Palestine has 

directly impacted our community through both our direct connections to friends and loved ones 

in Israel and Gaza, and our shared suffering in the face of the ongoing crisis and its ripples; 

and 
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WHEREAS, on October 7th, over 1,200 citizens of Israel and visitors from other 

countries lost their lives; and  

 

WHEREAS, since October 7th over 30,000 Palestinians and countless visitors and aid 

workers in Gaza have perished, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Albany recognizes the fear, anxiety, and grief of Israelis and 

Albany residents whose friends and loved ones perished, were taken hostage or survived the 

October 7th attack with physical and psychological injuries, and the continuing pain for the 

suffering of those who are being held hostage; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Albany recognizes the fear, anxiety, and grief of Palestinians, 

Gazans, and Albany residents whose friends and loved ones have perished since October 7 or 

have survived with physical and psychological injuries; and 

 

WHEREAS, millions of lives are at imminent risk from the continued hostilities and 

due to a lack of food and medical care; and  

 

WHEREAS, international organizations like Amnesty International, the United 

Nations, European Parliament, the World Health Organization, the US Agency for 

International Development (USAID), the International Rescue Committee, the International 

Court of Justice, and many others have made calls for an end to the hostilities in order to 

prevent the further loss of civilian lives, allow entry of humanitarian aid, and comply with 

international humanitarian law; and 

 

WHEREAS, our nation and our leaders are uniquely situated to help bring about a 

peaceful end to the current violence. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Albany City Council does 

hereby urge our community to develop and participate in activities that foster tolerance, 

empathy, education, understanding of people of all backgrounds and religious faiths, and 

promote peaceful conflict resolution among all parties; and    

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Albany joins other cities in calling 

for our national government to demand an immediate, unconditional and bilateral ceasefire in 

Gaza, unconditional release of all hostages and civilian prisoners, the unrestricted entry of 

humanitarian assistance into Gaza, the full restoration of food, water, electricity, and medical 

supplies to Gaza, and negotiation of a permanent, just solution to the conflict that results in 

lasting prosperity for all by affirming all parties right to self determination and peaceful 

coexistence; and 

 

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the offices of 

U.S. Representative Barbara Lee, U.S. Senator Laphonza Butler, U.S. Senator Alex Padilla, 

Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, U.S. 

President Joe Biden, and U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris, as well as the leadership of both 

Israel and Gaza urging them to take immediate action to use their position and influence to 

negotiate an end to the violence in Gaza and Israel.  

 

 
 
 
 _______________________________ 
 JOHN MIKI, MAYOR  
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