
CITY OF ALBANY 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

STAFF REPORT 
         

Agenda Date: May 2, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  Annual Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax Study Session  
 

REPORT BY:  Nicole Almaguer, City Manager 
  Isabelle Leduc, Assistant City Manager 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
In November 2016 Albany voters approved Measure O1, a general tax on sugar-sweetened 
beverages. Per the ordinance language, the City Council is to hold a study session annually to 
receive input and recommendations regarding the expenditure of proceeds from the tax. This report 
provides a general update on the Council approved FY2022 Sugar-Sweetened Beverage tax funded 
programs currently in progress and FY2023 recommendations for the proceeds from the Sugar-
Sweetened Beverage Tax received from the City’s Parks, Recreation & Open Space Commission, 
Social & Economic Justice Commission, and Transportation Commission.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Council: 
 

1. Receive a status update on FY2022 funded programs 
2. Conduct a study session to receive input and recommendations for the expenditure of 

FY2023 proceeds from the Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax  
3. Provide a preliminary prioritization of items to be funded with the tax proceeds in 

FY2023.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In November 2016 Albany voters approved Measure O1, (Ordinance No. 2016-02), a general tax 
on sugar-sweetened beverages. Per the ordinance language, the Council is to hold a study session 
annually to receive input and recommendations regarding the expenditure of proceeds from the 
tax, and solicit recommendations from a number of organizations, including: the City’s Parks,  
Recreation & Open Space Commission, Social & Economic Justice Commission, Transportation 
Commission, a designated representative from the Albany Unified School District (AUSD), and 
individuals with specialized expertise in areas such as public health issues and programs relating 
to diabetes, obesity and sugary drink consumption.  
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DISCUSSION 
 
FY2022 Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax Funded Programs  
 
The Council approved FY2022 Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax Expenditure Plan includes 
expenditures for continued funding for the crossing guard program during the school year, the 
Healthy Me Music & Movement program which teaches preschool, transition kindergarten and 
kindergarten students, the importance of good nutrition, drinking water, fitness, hygiene, and social 
skills, and a Bike Safety Program which teaches elementary school students street riding. Funding 
for new programs include AUSD’s All-bany Swims, a pilot program which teaches 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
grade students basic swimming skills, and partial funding for Move’n’Groove, an event held on 
April 24, 2022 to promote outdoor exercise through a 5K course around Albany High School and 
Memorial Park while being entertained by live bands stationed around the course. A summary 
table (Attachment 1) and progress reports received for FY2022 funded programs (Attachments 2-
5) as well as a pricing letter from All City Management Services (ACMS) (Attachment 6) for the 
crossing guard program are attached to this staff report for additional information. It should be 
noted that there is interest from all programs funded in FY2022 for continued support in FY2023.   
 
FY2023 Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax Recommendations  
 
Per the Ordinance, Council is to hold a study session to receive input and recommendations 
regarding the expenditure of proceeds from the tax. Recommendations have been received from 
the City’s Parks, Recreation and Open Space Commission, Social & Economic Justice 
Commission, and Transportation Commission (Attachments 7-9). As mentioned previously, there 
is ongoing support to continue funding for currently funded programs. New recommendations 
include the allocation of funds for bicycle path improvements adjacent to the SAHA (Satellite 
Affordable Housing Associates) housing development, outdoor exercise equipment on Ohlone 
Greenway, additional locations for the installation of water bottle fillers, installation of quads 
BikeLink lockers at Albany Waterfront, and funding for Berkeley Garden Club talks. The Social 
& Economic Justice Commission did not make a recommendation for specific programs, but 
recommends that the City Council mandate programs be administrated through an equity lens, 
specifically to target lower-income areas and lower-income people, that there be cultural variety 
in programming with serious and determined outreach to lower-income communities and language 
minorities. 
 
A summary table of programs suggestions (Attachment 10) has been created to assist Council in 
the preliminary prioritization of items. Whenever possible, rough cost estimates have been 
included to help inform the discussion regarding possible expenditures. 
  
Further recommendations from individuals with specialized expertise in areas such as public health 
issues and programs relating to diabetes, obesity and sugary drink consumption are also anticipated 
to be received during the study session.  
 
The preliminary prioritization of items to be funded with FY2023 tax proceeds by Council should 
be based on typical usage of the tax proceeds. Per the voter approved ordinance, the Sugar-
Sweetened Beverage Tax is General Fund revenue that the City Council aims to apply towards 
specific purposes related to health and wellbeing and approved expenditures are incorporated into 
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the City’s annual operating budget.  The City’s Finance Department projects that approximately 
$260,000 in revenue will be collected in FY2023.  
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Many of the recommended usages of the sugar-sweetened beverage tax proceeds would have a 
positive impact on environmental sustainability including promotion of alternative modes of 
transportation (biking/walking).  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax is General Fund revenue that the City Council has agreed to 
appropriate for specific purposes and approved expenditures are incorporated into the City’s 
annual operating budget. The City utilizes the services of Avenu Insights to administer collection 
of the Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax. Collection of the tax began in April 2017. The City has 
received the following amounts per fiscal year between April 2017 and February 2022.  
 
Fiscal Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
Tax 
Collected $55,219.44 $269,734.67 $266,341.96 $277,040.07 $265,984.38 

 
$176,397.98* 

 
*Fiscal year ends June 2022. Total include proceeds received between July 2021 – February 2022. 
 
The City’s Finance Department projects that approximately $260,000 in revenue will be collected 
in FY2023.  
 
NEXT STEPS  
 
Pending direction provided by the Council, staff will work to provide a more detailed cost estimate 
on projects/programs that are given a high priority by the Council for inclusion in the City’s 
budget. 
 
Attachments 
1. FY2022 Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax Funded Programs 
2. Status Report – Healthy Me Music & Movement 
3. Status Report – Bike Safety Program 
4. Status Report – Move’n’Groove 
5. Status Report – All-bany Swims 
6. ACMS Pricing Letter School Year 2022-2023 
7. Parks, Recreation & Open Space Commission Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax expenditure 

recommendations 
8. Social & Economic Justice Commission Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax expenditure 

recommendations 
9. Transportation Commission Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax expenditure recommendations 
10. FY2023 Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax Program Suggestions Summary Sheet 
11. Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax Ordinance   



FY 2022 Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax Funded Programs  
Council Study Session – Monday, May 2, 2022 
 
 

Programs Program Information  
 

People served  Allocation  

 
Healthy Me Music & 
Movement program 

 
Healthy Me Kids provided 71 in-person classes to children ages 2-6, (Pre-K, 
transition kindergartens & kindergartens) on important health topics such as 
nutrition, the importance of drinking water, fitness, hygiene and social-
emotional skills. Additional information included in Progress Report 
(Attachment 2 to the staff report)  

 
248 

 
$12,500 

 
Bike Safety Program  

 
Cycles of Change provided 3 in-person bike safety education classes to Ocean 
View Elementary school students which involved bringing a fleet of bikes and 
helmets for student use and support Learn-to-Ride students to empower 
them to bike for the first time. Additional information included in Progress 
Report (Attachment 3 to the staff report)   
 

 
95 

 
$15,000 

 
Move’n’Groove:  

 
Event scheduled on April 24, 2022. 
5K course around Albany High School and Memorial Park. Participants run, 
walk, roller skate, or stroller jog while being entertained by live bands 
stationed around the course. Additional information included in Progress 
Report (Attachment 4 to the staff report)      

  
350 

 
$6,000 

 
All-bany Swims 

 
AUSD pilot program to teach and improve water safety and fitness for young 
children in primary grades (1st, 2nd & 3rd graders). Program not implemented. 
Additional information included in Progress Report (Attachment 5 to the 
staff report)   

  
$24,108 

 
Crossing Guard Program  

 
Contract with ACMS during the school year. Contracting for the service has 
helped to lessen workload and demand placed on the police department 
allowing staff to focus on law enforcement duties and internal matters 
related to the operations of the police department rather than management 
of an ancillary program. 

  
$160,000 

 

 



Exhibit E


Progress Report – Sugar Sweetened Beverage Tax Grant Program 


July 2021 – June 2022


OVERVIEW 


The Sugar Sweetened Beverage Tax Proceeds program provides funding to create programs that 
encourage healthy lifestyle choices with a focus on children and at-risk populations, including both 
educational and physical activity programs. This initiative invites applicants to create programming 
geared toward the Albany community responding to any of the following themes: 


• Health & nutrition


• Exercise and movement


• Education to reduce sugar sweetened beverage consumption


Programs may include classes, events, lectures, training courses, and educational materials. Funded 
programs must take place within the City of Albany and should be available to the public.


To assist the City in evaluating the effectiveness of the use of Sugar Sweetened Beverage tax proceeds, 
funded applicants are to provide program statistics by completing a progress report and final report.  


Progress Report: Due on March 18, 2022 for the period July 1, 2021 - February 28, 2022	 


Final Report: Due on July 29, 2022 for the period of July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022


Program Title: 


Healthy Me Music & Movement Program

 | P a g e 
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Program Description: 


The Healthy Me Music & Movement Program is a 
multisensory experience designed for young children that 
focuses on important health topics such as nutrition, the 
importance of drinking water, fitness, hygiene, and social-
emotional skills. Each health topic is introduced at the 
beginning of each class through a developmentally 
appropriate mini-lesson with visuals and props (picture 
cards, puppets, realia) and then reinforced through 
singing, dancing, and instrument play. High-quality 
bilingual songs are written or selected specifically to 
reinforce the theme and vocabulary of each health lesson.
Grant Amount Allocated:  $12,500

Program Performance Measures and Targets

Performance Measure 7/1/2021-2/28/
2022

7/1/2021-6/30/20
22

Comments

Number of People Served by 
Program

248 children Ages 2-6

PreK-TK-Kinder

Number of Classes or Activity Hours 71 classes Each class is 30 minutes

Number of Children Served (if data is 
available)

See above
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Number of Albany Residents Served 
(if data is available)

Unknown All participants attend 
school in Albany but 
some of the preschool 
students may reside in 
other cities. 

Two Additional Program Performance Targets


Please include up to two additional performance measures specific to your program.

Performance Measure 7/1/2021-2/28/
2022

7/1/2021-6/30/20
22

Comments

Number of Schools served 
 5 Albany Children’s 
Center 

Albany Preschool

Kids Speaking Spanish

Cornell Elementary

Ocean View Elementary

Number of classrooms served 11 Albany Children’s 
Center (4 classes)

Albany Preschool (2 
classes)

Kids Speaking Spanish 
(1 class)

Cornell Elementary (2 
classes)

Ocean View Elementary 
(2 classes)

 | P a g e 
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Program Accomplishments and Successes:


Program Challenges:


Two instructors, Natalia Bernal and Anna-Maria Violich-Olivier from the Healthy Me Music & 
Movement Program have been teaching a 12 week session to Preschool students at Albany Children’s 
Center, Kids Speaking Spanish, and Albany Preschool and TK/Kindergarten students in the before and 
aftercare programs at Cornell and Ocean View Elementary schools. We are reaching an average of 248 
students weekly. Students are highly engaged, learning the songs that carry important health 
messages (drink lots of water, reduce consumption of sugar-sweetened beverages, eat vegetables and 
fruit, exercise, and more). Students are captivated by our puppet friends who we use to deliver the 
skits and role plays that teach them about building healthy habits. Kids Speaking Spanish preschool 
receives the program in Spanish. 


Students are eager to demonstrate their learning from week to week and participate enthusiastically in 
the lessons and music-making. Our methods are highly appropriate and make an impact on the 
children. We are both former Spanish Immersion Elementary School teachers with Masters degrees in 
Education and are music and movement specialists. We combine our best-practices from classroom 
teaching with our early childhood music and movement training and experience to deliver a high-
quality program for children. Staff and teachers are also enthusiastic about our program and some of 
them incorporate our messages and songs into their own teaching. Some teachers have share with us 
that our health messages are inspiring them to also make lifestyle changes. 


In addition to the health messages the children and staff are receiving, we are providing a weekly 
respite from the daily challenges and on-going stress of the classroom. Many teachers, especially those 
with large class sizes and working with at-risk populations, experience caregiver stress which can 
include feelings of anxiety, worry, and overwhelm. Our weekly classes bring levity, joy, and inspiration 
to all who are present since music and movement are known to reduce stress and increase wellbeing.   

During the Omicron surge, teaching indoors was risky but fortunately we were able to move the 
program outdoors for the large groups and reduce the risk. The smaller preschools also have us teach 
outdoors as part of their Covid protocol. We keep distance and wear masks at all times. 


Some of the aftercare/before care classes are quite large, up to 46 children, and we don’t have enough 
instrument sets for this many children. We’ve been able to come up with creative solutions by 
combining sets of instruments. For instance, instead of two maracas, each child gets one maraca and 
one rhythm stick. This has worked well. We also always use a wireless microphone, which became 
necessary during the pandemic since we were singing with masks on, so our volume can be adjusted 
depending on the size of the group. This allows us to teach the large group with no problem. 

 | P a g e 
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Program Outreach:


Other Comments:


We have had ongoing communication with the lead teachers and school directors to present our 
program to them and they, in turn, have communicated with the student’s families to let them know 
what our program is about. When we received the funding and were able to invite classrooms to 
participate, 100% of the teachers/school directors came on-board. We did not have to convince them 
and they continue to be grateful to have this opportunity.  

This is our third year implementing the Healthy Me Music & Movement program in the City of Albany 
thanks to the Sugar Sweetened Beverage Tax Grant. Last year we were able to successfully implement 
the program virtually on Zoom and it is wonderful to be back in-person. Many students remember the 
messages, songs, and puppets from previous years. We see the great impact our program is making on 
the children, teachers, and staff and would love to continue next year if funding is available. 


We released a six-song EP in March of 2020 under the band name Healthy Me Saludable Soy and are 
working on a full album of songs to compliment the program. We are lucky to be working with 
professional producers, musicians, and sound engineers to complete this project. Once released, it will 
be available on all popular digital platforms (Spotify, YouTube, iTunes, etc) for teachers, family, and kids 
to enjoy. We will announce the launch on our website www.aguacatemusickids.com and email 
teachers once the album is available. 

 | P a g e 
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Exhibit D 

Progress Report – Sugar Sweetened Beverage Tax Grant Program  

July 2021 – June 2022 

 

OVERVIEW  

The Sugar Sweetened Beverage Tax Proceeds program provides funding to create programs that 
encourage healthy lifestyle choices with a focus on children and at-risk populations, including both 
educational and physical activity programs. This initiative invites applicants to create programming 
geared toward the Albany community responding to any of the following themes:  

• Health & nutrition 
• Exercise and movement 
• Education to reduce sugar sweetened beverage consumption 

Programs may include classes, events, lectures, training courses, and educational materials. Funded 
programs must take place within the City of Albany and should be available to the public. 

To assist the City in evaluating the effectiveness of the use of Sugar Sweetened Beverage tax proceeds, 
funded applicants are to provide program statistics by completing a progress report and final report.   

Progress Report: Due on March 18, 2022 for the period July 1, 2021 - February 28, 2022  

Final Report: Due on July 29, 2022 for the period of July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 

 

Program Title:  
 
Program Description:  
 
 

Grant Amount Allocated:  

 

 

Janak Preston
Bike Safety Education in City of Albany

Janak Preston
Cycles of Change has provided bike safety education to public elementary schools at Ocean View Elementary in the City of Albany. Cycles of Change provided in-person programming which involved bringing a fleet of program bikes and helmets for students to use, and support Learn-to-Ride (L2R) students to empower them to bike for the first time. Cycles tailored a one-day veersion of our Middle School DYB curriculum for Ocean View.  Content included helmet and bike fit, bike mechanics safety check, lane drills, bike handling skills, rules of intersections, and an off-campus group ride.

Janak Preston
$15,000
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Program Performance Measures and Targets 

Performance Measure 7/1/2021-
2/28/2022 

7/1/2021-
6/30/2022 

Comments 

Number of People Served by 
Program 

   

Number of Classes or Activity Hours    

Number of Children Served (if data 
is available) 

   

Number of Albany Residents Served 
(if data is available) 

   

 

Two Additional Program Performance Targets 
Please include up to two additional performance measures specific to your program. 

Performance Measure 7/1/2021-
2/28/2022 

7/1/2021-
6/30/2022 

Comments 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janak Preston
95

Janak Preston
95

Janak Preston
90


Janak Preston
3 classes

7.5 total 
activity hours


Janak Preston
students plus approx. 5 school staff and volunteers

Janak Preston
Number of Learn to Ride students supported to ride a bike for the first time

Janak Preston
15


Janak Preston
Total student time spent active on bicycles


Janak Preston
135 hours
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Program Accomplishments and Successes: 

 

 

Program Challenges: 

 

 

Program Outreach: 

 

 

Other Comments: 

 

 

Janak Preston
Cycles supported 15 students to ride a bike for the first time! In addition, all students grew their skills at riding and their confidence in navigating the streets. Many students shared with us that it was the most fun they had had at school. Additionally, we happened to run into Albany Unified School Board member Vonnie Davidson while on our group ride. She was extremely excited about the program, shared some insights on its importance from her time teaching P.E. (i believe) at King, and took a group photo! Unfortunately I’ve been unable to find her email address since to contact her to share the photo and some of her words about the importance of the program; we do, however, have a few of our own photos which I’ll share with Lizzie.

Janak Preston
Because of COVID and the instability of this school year, some schools were (understandably) slower getting back to our outreach at the beginning of the year. By the time they responded our calendar had already filled up, meaning that we weren’t able to work with as many Albany schools as hoped. Like many other employers, we have also had some staffing shortages, compounded by staff getting COVID, which contributed to a slightly lower capacity this year.

Janak Preston
At the beginning of the year, we outreached to: Albany Middle, Ocean View, and Marin Elementary. We provided programming in the 2021-22 school year to Ocean View. We hope next year to work with more Albany schools.
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Exhibit B 

Progress Report – Sugar Sweetened Beverage Tax Grant Program  

July 2021 – June 2022 

 

OVERVIEW  

The Sugar Sweetened Beverage Tax Proceeds program provides funding to create programs that 
encourage healthy lifestyle choices with a focus on children and at-risk populations, including both 
educational and physical activity programs. This initiative invites applicants to create programming 
geared toward Albany residents responding to any of the following themes:  

• Health & nutrition 
• Exercise and movement 
• Education to reduce sugar sweetened beverage consumption 

Programs may include classes, events, lectures, training courses, and educational materials. Funded 
programs must take place within the City of Albany and should be available to the public. 

To assist the City in evaluating the effectiveness of the use of Sugar Sweetened tax proceeds, funded 
applicants are to provide program statistics by completing a progress report and final report.   

Progress Report: Due on March 18, 2022 for the period July 1, 2021 - February 28, 2022  

Final Report: Due on July 15, 2022 for the period of July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 

 

Program Title: Move ‘n’ Groove 
 
Program Description:  
Albany Move'n'Groove was an all ages and all fitness-level, exercise-meets-music event.  Participants 
signed up to skate, run, walk, or stroller jog a 5K (6 laps) around AHS and Memorial Park to an eclectic 
array of live bands who entertained the participants.  Spectators were also welcomed to enjoy the live 
music performances and to cheer on the "movers."  After the 5K, everyone was invited to "groove" to 
the headliner band on the main stage in the park. 
 
 

Grant Amount Allocated: $6,000 

 

 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

Program Performance Measures and Targets 

Performance Measure 4/24/2022 7/1/2021-
6/30/2022 

Comments 

Number of People Served by 
Program 

350 
approx. 

 There were about 220 registrants for 
the 5K plus their family and friends, 
volunteers and other spectators. 
Most 5K registrants (over 90%) were 
Albany residents which includes 
people of all ages from young 
children (in strollers) to elders. 
 

Number of Classes or Activity Hours    

Number of Children Served (if data 
is available) 

   

Number of Albany Residents Served 
(if data is available) 

   

 

Two Additional Program Performance Targets 
Please include up to two additional performance measures specific to your program. 

Performance Measure 7/1/2021-
2/28/2022 

7/1/2021-
6/30/2022 

Comments 
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Program Accomplishments and Successes: 

As a first-time event conceived, planned and executed almost exclusively by community volunteers 
(primarily myself and Steve Trutane, with the support of Albany Community Foundation as our fiscal 
sponsor plus about 30 volunteers on the day of the event), the event was a great community-building 
event that invited people of all ages and fitness levels to engage in a fun exercise event that had 
excellent bands to entertain all.  The volunteerism was exceptional in that so many people stepped up 
to help on the day of the event.  Steve Trutane reported that a professional event planner 
complimented us by saying that we "nailed it" with the event planning execution. We also received 
many compliments that the music was exceptionally good- ninety-three bands auditioned for the five 
spots so we had top-notch bands at the event. The event was also a fundraiser for the Albany 
Community Foundation, as a way to enhance Albany's community needs.  
 
Most of all, we received feedback from folks that the event was "great fun" and that they hope we have 
it again next year! The event was an especially welcomed one since the pandemic has prevented 
people from gathering safely for the last 2 years and it felt great that we could hold such a fun event 
safely and outdoors with our community. 
 

 

Program Challenges: 

The most challenging aspect of planning the event was the marketing.  As the first-ever MnG, we 
wanted to ensure that people signed up for the 5K race so we marketed mostly to get people to sign up 
for the race; by default, we neglected to publicize enough to the "non-sporting" types that there was 
free music for all spectators (not only the 5K participants) so the turnout for the bands was mostly by 
the racers.  For the excellent quality of the bands, we could have had a much larger crowd.  Next year 
(always easier the second time with word-of-mouth publicity), it should be easier to publicize the event 
to both 5K participants AND non-participants who wish to just watch the live bands. 
 

 

Program Outreach: 

We did our best to publicize locally- we advertised on the Patch, all Albany FB groups, Next Door, 
Berkeley Parents Network, Albany E-Newsletter, AUSD, Albany Triathlon, and some other running 
clubs in the area. We also posted flyers around town on Solano Avenue and tried to spread the word 
through personal networks. 
 

 

Other Comments: 
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Steve Trutane and I made a good team and we would definitely consider planning the event again next 
year.  The ACF was also very helpful as our fiscal sponsor. We will be meeting with Doug Donaldson 
(ACF president) for a debriefing meeting on Friday and will consolidate our learnings so we can 
improve upon the event planning for next time, should we propose to do it again and should the event 
be approved by the city. 
 

 



District Address: District Administration
1200 Solano Ave., Albany, CA 94706 Frank Wells, Ed.D., Superintendent

Alexia Ritchie, Executive Director, Student Services
Administration Office Jackie Kim, CPA, Chief Business Official
819 Bancroft Way, Berkeley, CA 94710
Phone: 510.558.3750 Board of Education

Sara Hinkley, President
Student Enrollment Office: Clementina Durón, Vice President
1216 Solano Ave., Albany, CA 94706 Brian Doss, Trustee
Phone: 510.558.3750 Melissa Boyd, Esq. Trustee
Fax: 510.559.6560 Veronica Davidson, Trustee
www.ausdk12.org

April 25, 2022
All-bany Swims Project Update to the Council

As presented to the Council on May 17, 2021, the All-bany Swims pilot program is
an effort to teach children to swim. By targeting primary grades with a
comprehensive program, AUSD hopes to improve water safety and fitness in
children that are most at-risk for drowning. COA would sponsor a free set of swim
lessons for low socioeconomic level students (those qualifying for free or
reduced-price lunch).

The District expresses tremendous gratitude to the City for their support of this
proposal last spring. Both City and District acknowledge the need for children to
learn to swim for their life-long safety, and AUSD remains committed to the
long-term success of this program. However, the District must report that a year of
continuing difficulties related to the COVID-19 pandemic, (as well as unrelated
issues), have kept us from being able to launch the program.

The All-bany Swims program is a pilot effort and relies on the Albany Aquatic
Center (owned and operated by AUSD) to run swim lessons. The Aquatic Center
closed in March 2020, and has not been able to provide swim lessons since that
time. When AUSD proposed this program to the Council, there was the expectation
that the pool would be able to restart swimming lessons sometime during the
2021–22 school year. The Delta and Omicron COVID-19 waves took the entire
attention of the District, and made it difficult to maintain even limited pool
openings throughout the year. Mechanical issues have also resulted in closures.

http://www.ausdk12.org


We remain hopeful that swimming lessons will begin again in June. The new
Aquatic Center Director begins on May 5th, and will continue the push to hire
lifeguards and swim instructors for the summer. In the next few weeks, the District
should be able to determine the size and extent of the swim lesson program that
will be available this summer. If feasible, we will then distribute vouchers to the
parents of eligible students for the summer session. Before the end of the fiscal
year, we will update the City on the launch.

We would also like to report back to the Council via email in the fall on the
progress of this initiative, as we move forward out of the pandemic. AUSD hopes
that the Council will consider a roll-over of funds to continue to support the launch
of Albany Swims for the 2022–23 school year.







CITY OF ALBANY 
 
 

 
 

MEMO 

 
April 14, 2022 
 

 

To: City Council 

From: Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Commission 

Subject: Sugar-Sweetened Beverage (SSB) Tax Recommendation 

 
 
The Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Commission discussed potential uses for sugar-
sweetened beverage (SSB) tax proceeds and unanimously approved a motion 
recommending the following programs: 
 
• Additional outdoor, recreational equipment on the Ohlone Greenway including 

equipment that allows for social and physical skills to develop in constructive ways. 
 

• Installation of water bottle filling stations along the Ohlone Greenway south of Solano 
Ave, along Solano Avenue and at locations as close to the Bulb as possible eg. Pierce 
& Buchanan or at west corner of freeway offramp. 
 

• One or more quads (4) of BikeLink lockers at Albany Waterfront (~$16,000 per quad) 
 

• $1000 for the Berkeley Garden Club for four “Healthy Garden Talks” at the Albany 
Community Center (or virtual if necessary) 
 

• Installation of water bottle filling station at waterfront park 

  
 

 



CITY OF ALBANY 
 
 

 
 

MEMO 

 
April 5, 2022 
 

 

To: City Council 

From: Social & Economic Justice Commission 

Subject: Sugar-Sweetened Beverage (SSB) Tax Recommendation 

 
 
The Social & Economic Justice Commission discussed potential uses for sugar-sweetened 
beverage (SSB) tax proceeds and unanimously approved a motion not to recommend any 
particular programs, but instead ask the City Council mandate programs be administrated 
through an equity lens, specifically to target lower-income areas and lower-income people 
very deliberately, that there be cultural variety in these programs with serious and 
determined outreach to lower-income communities and language minorities. 
                                  
 

 



 

 

April 20, 2022 
 
To:  City Council 
 
From:  Transportation Commission 
 
Subject: Recommended Uses for Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Tax 
 
On March 24, 2022, the Commission discussed the 2016 ballot measure taxing sugar-
sweetened beverages, and approved motions recommending the following programs and 
projects for use of tax revenue: 
 
1.  Crossing Guard Program ($160,000) 
2.  Bike Safety Program ($15,000) 
3.  Healthy Me Music & Movement program ($12,500) 
4. Bicycle Path Improvements adjacent to SAHA housing development ($61,000) 
 
As part of the SAHA affordable housing development project at Cleveland and 
Washington, the City has worked with the developer to accommodate a bicycle path 
through the site as part of the Pierce Street Path Segment 2 Active Transportation Plan 
project. In the agreement with the developer, the city and housing developer agreed that 
the city would fund the additional work associated with the bike path improvements or 
the developer would be able to exclude those elements from their project and it would be 
left to be built as part of a future city project. The latest estimate provided by the 
developer for this work is $61,000. Staff sees benefits to construction of the bike path 
adjacent to the housing development as part of the project construction. This project 
supports active transportation, will serve the adjacent affordable housing development 
and park visitors, and provides a key segment of the Pierce Street Path vision for an off-
street facility connecting all the way from Cerrito Creek to the Buchanan Bikeway. 
 
Thank you for providing the Commission an opportunity to comment. 
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Programs Estimated Cost Additional Information  
 

Crossing Guard Program  $198,099 SSB Funded in FY2022. Contract with ACMS. Staff intends 
to continue contract in FY2023. Additional funding for 
increase in crossing guard wages due to higher cost of 
living and to improve staff retention. For additional 
information, see pricing letter (Attachment 6 to the staff 
report). Recommended for FY2023 funding by 
Transportation Commission (Attachment 9 to the staff 
report). 
 

Healthy Me Music & Movement program $13,100 SSB Funded in FY2022. Contract with Healthy Me Kids. 
Program in AUSD preschools, transition kindergartens & 
kindergartens. Additional funding would be applied 
towards the purchase of song books for students.  
Recommended for FY2023 funding by Transportation 
Commission (Attachment 9 to the staff report). 
 

Bike Safety Program  $15,000 SSB Funded in FY2022. Contract with Cycle of Change. 
Recommended for FY2023 funding by Transportation 
Commission (Attachment 9 to the staff report). 
 
 

Move’n’Groove Event  $6,000 SSB Funded in FY2022. 5k all fitness-level, exercise -meets-
music event around AHS and Memorial Park on April 24, 
2022 organized by volunteers Eugenie Hsu and Steve 
Trutane with fiscal sponsor Albany Community 
Foundation. Event organizers would like to be considered 
for FY2023 funding.   

All-bany Swims $24,108 SSB Funded in FY2022. AUSD program not implemented. 
AUSD is requesting to roll over funding to FY2023. 
  

Bicycle path improvements adjacent to SAHA housing 
development  

$61,000 
 

 

Recommendation by Transportation Commission 
(Attachment 9 to the staff report).  
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Outdoor exercise equipment on Ohlone Greenway 
 

Approx. $50,000 depending on 
models/type and number of 
equipment purchased. Does 
not include installation cost.  

Recommendation by Parks, Recreation & Open Space 
Commission (Attachment 7 to the staff report).  

Installation of water bottle filling stations along the Ohlone 
Greenway south of Solano Ave, along Solano Avenue and at 
locations as close to the Bulb as possible eg. Pierce & 
Buchanan or at west corner of freeway offramp.  
 

Approx. $4,000 for each bottle 
filler depending on model/type, 
not including installation cost 
which varies depending on 
location and proximity to 
water.  

Recommendation by Parks, Recreation & Open Space 
Commission (Attachment 7 to the staff report). 

One or more quads (4) BikeLink lockers at Albany 
Waterfront  
 

Approx. $16,000 per quad not 
including installation cost.  

Recommendation by Parks, Recreation & Open Space 
Commission (Attachment 7 to the staff report). 

Berkeley Garden Club four “Healthy Garden Talks” at the 
Albany Community Center (or virtual if necessary)  
 

$1,000 for 4 speakers Recommendation by Parks, Recreation & Open Space 
Commission (Attachment 7 to the staff report). 

Water station at Albany Waterfront Park 
 

Unknown at this time Recommendation by Parks, Recreation & Open Space 
Commission (Attachment 7 to the staff report). 

 

Social & Economic Justice Recommendation (Attachment 8 to the staff report):  

That the City Council mandate programs be administrated through an equity lens, specifically to target lower-income areas and lower-income people very 
deliberately, that there be cultural variety in these programs with serious and determined outreach to lower-income communities and language minorities. 
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