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Our goal: For every block an ALERT Block Captain!

Who is your Block Captain?


Check out the Block Captain Map! (PDF: Block_Captain_Map.pdf) This map is also on display at the Albany Community Center. You can all the Albany Fire Department at (510) 528-5775 by the Albany Community Center or click here to see the Block Captain map. We can also have your Block Captain contact you, simply fill out the Contact Form.

What is an ALERT Block Captain?
“ALERT” stands for Albany Local Emergency Response Team and was first formed by citizen volunteers in May of 1992. ALERT teams are made up of neighbors who share a common goal of being prepared in the event a disaster hits. ALERT Block Captains encourage their neighbors to be prepared, get organized and learn to be self sufficient in times of large-scale disasters. Block Captains are the point of contact for these teams. They help lead in implementing neighborhood disaster response plans, organizing neighbors into functional teams that work together during a disaster. Every neighborhood is unique and has different needs; therefore every ALERT team is also unique. 

In 1997, 125 of Albany’s 190 blocks had ALERT Block Captains. Today the number has dwindled. Our goal is to have a Block Captain for every block!

Block Captain Duties (PDF: Block_Captain_Duties.pdf)
How can you become a Block Captain?


It’s easy to become a Block Captain. The Albany Fire Department provides you with all the information and training. The Fire Department offers a training program based on the State of California-Citizen Corps called the “CERT” Training Program. “CERT” stands for Community Emergency Response Team. This class is offered in the Recreation Activity Guide and meets for eight, 2 ½ -hour classes and one, 8-hour skills lab. At the completion of class, you will receive a gear bag, manuals, and ALERT and DSW certificates. 

You can also take the class online! The Fire Department can let you barrow a CERT starter kit if you are taking the online course and hook you up with Block Captains in the City who can mentor you through your exciting journey of becoming an ALERT Block Captain. Just call the Fire Department for assistance.

CERT/ALERT Training Class Options:

Next Class:

Online Class:

CERT Class (URL:https://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/training_mat.shtm ) 

CERT Materials (URL:http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/training/prepnet/streaming/responders.shtm)
The Albany Fire Department is here to help prepare you and your neighbors-get organized now before the next big one hits! 

Albany Fire Department
Disaster Preparedness and Fire Prevention Division 

Sandy Weeks or Brian Crudo

(510) 528-5775  

Together, we ca make Albany a safe and Prepared community!
