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AGENDA 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2019, 7:00 PM 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 For persons desiring to address the Commission on an item that is not on the agenda 

please   note that each speaker is limited up to three (3) minutes. The Brown Act limits the 
Commission ability to take and/or discuss items that are not on the agenda; therefore, 
such items are normally referred to staff for comment or to a future agenda. 

 

4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 Staff and Commission member announcements, reports and updates of status. 
 
 
5. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
 5-1. Albany Local Week Recap 

Recreation Staff will present a recap of the events and activities that took place during 
Albany Local Week 
 
Information Only 
 

 
6. STREET TREE REMOVAL APPLICANTIONS: 
  

6-1.  Street Tree Removal for (1) Australian Willow at 1517 Beverly Place. 
  

Recommendation: Approve the Street Tree removal permit. 
 

 
6-2. Street Tree Removal for (5) Melaleucas at 1113 Portland Avenue (634 Kains 

Avenue). 
 
 Recommendation: Approve the Street Tree removal permit. 

 
 
7. DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION ON MATTERS RELATED TO THE FOLLOWING 

ITEMS: 
 

 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
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Commissioners announce requests for future agenda items. No public comment will be 
taken on announcement of future agenda items. 

9. NEXT MEETING: Thursday, November 14, 2019 7:00 pm, City Hall Council Chambers, 
1000 San Pablo Ave. Please Note: there are no public meetings in August.

10. ADJOURNMENT: 

NOTICE 

As a general policy, the Commission/Committee/Board will not begin discussion or consideration of an 
agenda item after 10:00 pm. 

Agendas are posted for public inspection in advance of meetings at the City Hall, the Albany Community 
Center, and the Albany Senior Center. Agendas and supporting documents can also be found online at: 
www.albanyca.org. Supporting documents and any public comments received will be made available for 
public inspection at City Hall. If you have any questions pertaining to any agenda item or meeting procedure, 
please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 510-528-5710 or cityclerk@albanyca.org. 

Council and Commission meetings are broadcast live on KALB and streamed live on the City website and 
YouTube. Audio recordings of Committee meetings will be uploaded to the City website and YouTube within 
one week of each public meeting.  Archives of past City meetings are available on the City website and 
YouTube. Please note that if you provide your name and address when speaking before the Committee it 
will become part of the official public record, which will be posted on the Internet and broadcast on KALB. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and State Law, if you need special assistance 
to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Administration Office 510-528-5710. Notification 48 
hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to 
this meeting (28 CFR 35.102.104 ADA Title II)”. Upon request, we will provide written agenda materials in 
appropriate alternate formats, of disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids 
or services to enable individuals with disabilities to participate in public meetings. Please deliver a written 
request, including your name, mailing address, phone number and brief description of the requested 
materials and preferred alternative format or auxiliary aid or service at least two (2) days before the meeting. 
Request should be sent to: cityclerk@albanyca.org or City Clerk, 1000 San Pablo Avenue, Albany, CA 
94706. 

The City of Albany is dedicated to maintaining its small-town ambience, responding to the needs of a 
diverse community, and providing a safe, healthy and sustainable environment. 

http://www.albanyca.org/
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MINUTES 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2019, 7:00 PM 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 7:02 PM: Arrived late: Commissioners Chang Frank, 

Noble 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: JULY 11, 2019 
 

Motion to approve: Vice Chair Sardiñas 
Seconded: Commissioner Abbott 
Vote: 3 Favor; 2 Abstained; Motion carried (Commissioners Noble, Chang Frank not 
present for vote) 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 For persons desiring to address the Commission on an item that is not on the agenda 

please   note that each speaker is limited up to three (3) minutes. The Brown Act limits the 
Commission ability to take and/or discuss items that are not on the agenda; therefore, 
such items are normally referred to staff for comment or to a future agenda. 

 

4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 Staff and Commission member announcements, reports and updates of status. 
 
 
5. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
 5-1. Background on Albany Waterfront Planning 

Staff presented background information about the Albany Waterfront. 
 
Information Only 

 
6. STREET TREE REMOVAL APPLICANTIONS: 
  

6-1.  Street Tree Removal for (1) Bradford Pear at 1259 Brighton Ave (Albany 
Middle School) 

 
 Motion to approve: Commissioner Marten 

Seconded: Commissioner Abbott 
Vote: 6 in Favor; Motion carried (Commissioner Noble not present for vote) 

 
 

6-2. Dead Tree Removal Report 
 Staff presented a list of dead trees that need to be removed and replaced.  
  

Informational Only 
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7. DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION ON MATTERS RELATED TO THE FOLLOWING 

ITEMS: 
 
 7-1. Update on Funding Sources 

Staff provided a brief status report on existing funding sources and potential Prop 68 
grants. 
 
Information Only 

 
7-3.  Update from the Community Garden Subcommittee 
 Sub-Committee members reported to the Commission on the following:   
 

• Community Garden-Background and Overview of the Issues 
• Report on subcommittee activities and Information gathered to date 
• Possible Proposed Solutions and early learnings 
• Next Steps 

 
 Discussion Only 

 
7-2.  Proposal to convert Ocean View Tennis Courts to dedicated Pickleball Courts 

The Commission received a report from Staff and presentation from a Pickleball 
representative. Commission received public feedback and discussed the item.  

 
 

The Commission directed staff to return with more information about feasibility and 
cost estimates of having 1 Tennis court and 4 Pickleball courts; more data regarding 
Tennis drop-in use; creation of an online survey of users; and possibility of expanding 
current court space for seating 

 
 
7-4. Dog Sub-Committee Report 
 Sub-Committee members reported back to the Commission regarding the 

Council’s decision and input. 
 
 Information Only 

 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
Commissioners announce requests for future agenda items. No public comment will be 
taken on announcement of future agenda items. 

 
9. NEXT MEETING: Thursday, October 10, 2019 7:00 pm, City Hall Council Chambers, 1000 

San Pablo Ave. Please Note: there are no public meetings in August.  
 

10. ADJOURNMENT: 10:35 PM 
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NOTICE 

 
As a general policy, the Commission/Committee/Board will not begin discussion or consideration of an 
agenda item after 10:00 pm. 
 
Agendas are posted for public inspection in advance of meetings at the City Hall, the Albany Community 
Center, and the Albany Senior Center. Agendas and supporting documents can also be found online at: 
www.albanyca.org. Supporting documents and any public comments received will be made available for 
public inspection at City Hall. If you have any questions pertaining to any agenda item or meeting procedure, 
please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 510-528-5710 or cityclerk@albanyca.org. 
 
Council and Commission meetings are broadcast live on KALB and streamed live on the City website and 
YouTube. Audio recordings of Committee meetings will be uploaded to the City website and YouTube within 
one week of each public meeting.  Archives of past City meetings are available on the City website and 
YouTube. Please note that if you provide your name and address when speaking before the Committee it 
will become part of the official public record, which will be posted on the Internet and broadcast on KALB. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and State Law, if you need special assistance 
to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Administration Office 510-528-5710. Notification 48 
hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to 
this meeting (28 CFR 35.102.104 ADA Title II)”. Upon request, we will provide written agenda materials in 
appropriate alternate formats, of disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids 
or services to enable individuals with disabilities to participate in public meetings. Please deliver a written 
request, including your name, mailing address, phone number and brief description of the requested 
materials and preferred alternative format or auxiliary aid or service at least two (2) days before the meeting. 
Request should be sent to: cityclerk@albanyca.org or City Clerk, 1000 San Pablo Avenue, Albany, CA  
94706. 
 
The City of Albany is dedicated to maintaining its small-town ambience, responding to the needs of a 
diverse community, and providing a safe, healthy and sustainable environment. 

http://www.albanyca.org/


 

 

CITY OF ALBANY 

PARKS RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION AGENDA 

STAFF REPORT 

        Agenda Date:  October 10, 2019 

Reviewed by:  ____ 

 

SUBJECT: 1517 Beverly Place tree removal 

 

REPORT BY:  John Hawkridge, Urban Forester 

    

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

On September 20, 2019 I received a request to review a tree removal at 1517 Beverly 

Place.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approves removal of the tree per section 2.1.b and 

2.1.d of the City Tree Removal Policy and Procedures. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

The property owners had previously (July 24) submitted a planting application for planting 

2 new trees at this address. Upon inspecting for planting location and species, the exisitng 

tree was noted and I informed the porperty owners that they would need to apply for removal 

before I could process their palnting app. After receiving the removal application, My 

observations were that the tree is in slight decline, as are many other specimens in Albany 

of this species. Many of the branch tips have died back. But the most concerning aspect of 

this tree is the lifting of the sidewalk. A major root has pushed the sidewalk up at an acute 

angle. My concern is, when this sidewalk is repaired, the root will need to be removed and 

this will push the tree into further decline, and possibly destabalize the tree. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT 

 

Removal of this tree will mean loss of one mature tree that is showing signs of decline which 

will be accelerated by root pruning for sidewalk repair. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

 

$1600 
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1517 Evelyn – 1 Australian willow 

 



 

 

CITY OF ALBANY 

PARKS RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION AGENDA 

STAFF REPORT 

        Agenda Date:  October 10, 2019 

Reviewed by:  ____ 

 

SUBJECT: 1113 Portland Ave (634 Kains) Tree Removal 

 

REPORT BY:  John Hawkridge, Urban Forester 

    

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

On September 16, 2019 I received a request to review a tree removal for the proposed 

housing development project at 634 Kains (1113 Portland). There are 5 Melaleuca trees 

along the Kains frontage that will need to be remioved for this project 

 

Although the trees are in good health, there seems to be no alternative to the placement of 

the ADA retrofit. 

 

The buidling plans include the addition of 8 new trees to be planted along the Kains and 

Portland frontages and at least that many again to be planted on the other sides of the 

property (the west side faces a prking lot for a restaurant on San Pablo Ave.). 

Project plans can be seen at: 
https://albanyca.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&event_id=1429&meta_id=117880 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission approves removal of the tree per section 2.1.f of the 

City Tree Removal Policy and Procedures. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Removal of these will result in the loss of 5 mature and relatively healthy and stable trees. 

The tree replacement species is not confirmed yet, but Crape myrtle has been discussed. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT 

 

This project will result in the loss of 5 mature trees. Plans include replacing these trees with 

8 new trees in the public right of way and several more on the property. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

 

Costs to be incurred by the project 





1113 Portland (634 Kains) – 5 Melaleuca trees 

 




