












































































From: Anne Hersch
To: Eileen Harrington; Anne Hsu
Subject: FW: Comments on Item 10-1 Review of Draft Solano Ave. Complete Streets Plan
Date: Monday, May 20, 2019 10:12:26 AM

Please forward to Council.

Thanks!
 
Anne L. Hersch, AICP
Planning Manager |City of Albany, CA
(510) 528-5765 direct
(510) 524-9359 fax
E-Mail: ahersch@albanyca.org
http://www.albanyca.org/
 
From: Clay Larson <clayl@comcast.net> 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 9:51 AM
To: Anne Hersch <ahersch@albanyca.org>; Jeff Bond <jbond@albanyca.org>
Subject: Comments on Item 10-1 Review of Draft Solano Ave. Complete Streets Plan
 
Anne, Jeff;
 
I would like to offer my comments regarding the proposed bicycle facilities on Solano included in the
Traffic and Safety Commission’s proposed revisions to the Solano Avenue Complete Streets Plan.  I
don’t believe that the proposals here are necessary or desirable for the following reasons:

1) The City (or the consultants, advocates, etc.) have not provided any data to support a need for the
addition of any new bicycle facilities on Solano Avenue.

The proposed bicycle enhancements to Solano Ave. should be based on a demonstrated need; real
numbers.  How many bicycle trips are made on Solano Ave?  How many trips are made on the
immediately adjacent Washington and Marin Ave bike routes? There are no data here!  The lack of
any data demonstrating the need for bicycle routes has been a long-standing problem with bicycle
planning in Albany, including the ATP.  Albany’s if we build it, maybe they will come approach is
wasteful of public monies.  It is especially troublesome with the Solano Avenue plan because many
of the needed pedestrian enhancements are in direct conflict with the proposed bicycle
enhancements.  The proposed bicycle facilities will also reduce parking and potentially implement a
bizarre new parking scheme.  Parking is already at a problem on Solano.  Absent any evidence that
there is a real demand for the proposed new bicycle route, we should drop this from the Solano Ave.
plan and emphasize improvements in the walkability of upper Solano Ave. 

2) Bicycle travel on Solano is inherently dangerous in comparison with immediately adjacent, existing
East-West routes.

Solano Ave. is a high traffic volume street.  It is a busy truck route for the delivery of goods to Solano
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Avenue business.  It is serviced by local and trans-bay bus routes.  Many of the intersections are
skewed.  As a consequence, the street is dangerous for bicycle travel except perhaps for the most
experienced and capable riders.  The dangers here will only get worse with the proposed
enhancements (bulb outs, refuge islands) designed to improve the walkability of the street.  It is
certainly appropriate to enhance the safety of cyclists crossing Solano.  Once on Solano, we should
provide adequate parking, so the cyclists can park their bikes and become pedestrians (“strollers”).

3) The proposed bicycle facilities on Solano Ave. are inconsistent with Albany’s Active Transportation
Plan.

Albany’s Active Transportation Plan (ATP) does not include any proposed bicycle facilities along
Solano Avenue.  Instead, the ATP provides safer, more efficient East-West bicycle corridors on
Washington and Marin Avenues, which are respectively one block North and one block south of
Solano Ave.  Washington Ave. in particular offers low speeds and low traffic volumes and is an
appropriate cross-town bicycling route.  The City of Berkeley has not designated upper Solano as a
bicycle corridor.  Accordingly, the bicycle facilities proposed in the current Solano Ave. plan would
create a bicycle route going from and to nowhere!

Clay Larson
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone
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