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PIERCE STREET PARK
CHRONOLOGY OF FACTS

1991 “Environmental Re-evaluation” for Operational Improvement to Route 180
1992  CalTrans presents sound-wall and mini-park options at Albany City Hall
workshop
1993  The sound-wall/mini-park is approved by the results of a neighborhood survey
1999+ CalTrans approaches Albany with request to review alternatives to sound-wall.
Discussions were held with residents, City of Albany, & CalTrans
Mini-park and Maxi-park plans were-discussed.

5/2000 Residents surveyed. Alternative #3 selected - a maxi park and with no sound-
- wall.
CalTrans agrees to allocate mini-park funding to grading the parcel.
2000-02 Albany and CalTrans develop a “Cooperative Agreement” for transfer of parcel
to City. Agreement includes “approved appraisal value, as agreed to by both
parties”.

6/2002 “Cooperative Agreement #4-1842-C” approved by all parties. (Expired 6/30/03).
Grading occurs.

4/2003 City of Albany hires Alameda County Appraiser for $351 ,000.00. CalTrans
objects.
6/2003 City of Albany attempts to obtain parcel via legislative (AB929) action.
~ Legislature requires City to get a certified MAI appraiser.
2003-04 CalTrans and City agree to appraisal process and select an appraiser.
6/2004 Smith & Associates appraisal of $580,000 given.

City of Albany sets funds aside from Measure F.
12/2004 CalTrans objects over 4 issues, including 1907 subdivision rights believing
parcel is worth millions. Albany legal staff & Shute Mihaly disagree.

8/2006 City meets with Pierce Street Neighbors to discuss status.

12/2007  Meeting with CalTrans Director, Will Kempton, Rep. Loni Hancock, Albany
Mayor, staffs of City of Albany and CalTrans. Albany is directed to re-do
appraisal with agreed upon instructions.

2008  City re-appraisal - parties are deadlocked on 1907 subdivision and entitlement
issue

10/2008 CalTrans transmits a financing/developing option of $2.5 million.

2009 Neighbors persuaded Albany Park&Rec. Commission to spend Measure WW
funds on acquisition and development of Pierce Street Park.

4/2009 Neighbors met with CalTrans, Robert McPherson

2/2009 Neighbors met with City staff

5/2009 Neighbors met with City staff

9/2009 Neighbors met with City staff

2011 City of Albany obtains the parcel from CalTrans for $2.5 million using reserve
funds before they were claimed by the State of California.

2011 Asign is hung on the fence at a celebration of securing the parcel for a park,
bike trail, and maintenance center.

2012 Bids and construction plans were presented and chosen.

2013 Core of Engineers declared the parcel a potential wetland, halting development.
2014  Albany submits environmental study of parcel to Core.

2016 State leaders contacted to resolve the issue.
Core of Engineers finally agreed - parcel is not a wetland.
City approved a new park construction contract
2016-17 PG&E uses park for staging of equipment and debris for 6 months.

5/2017 Grading for Park begins. Fence and trees are removed.
6/2017 ADA crossings and sidewalks on Pierce Street, installed.



From: elsbee50@aol.com

To: citycouncil
Subject: Cleveland st. project
Date: Sunday, May 5, 2019 4:05:04 PM

After three years of visiting homeless encampments to deliver sandwiches, helping at the
Albany Aquatic Center with showers for homeless people, volunteering at the Stair Navigation
Center, and talking to low income seniors and disabled people, I know how critical the SAHA
project is to Albany. This project, if approved by the City Council, could prevent

some Albany citizens from being forced to move out of our community. Recreation facilities
are important, but affordable housing is far more important and will strengthen our

community.

Peace Beth Beller

mail.mobile.aol.com
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Eileen Harrington

From: Evelyne St-Louis <evelyne.stt@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, May 6, 2019 3:31 PM

To: citycouncil

Subject: Comments on Item 9-1 - Zoning Classification Establishment at Cleveland Avenue &

Washington Avenue

Dear City Council members,

I will not be able to attend tonight's Council meeting, but | would like to pass on my comments. | have been part of the
Diverse Housing Working Group of Albany for several years, and am a member of Solano Community Church here in

Albany.

| would like to express my strong support for the zoning classification establishment, which is the first step in allowing
SAHA's proposed affordable housing project to move forward.

First, the ability to use city-owned land for affordable housing development is absolutely a game changer - not only as a
way to significantly reduce total development costs, but also in order to leverage other precious county and state
funding sources. This is a huge opportunity. Developing affordable housing on a non-city-owned parcel would present
much higher costs, and the city would have to find other ways to provide a local match. This does not seem to be a
viable alternative for a small city like Albany.

Second, the General Plan already designates this site as R-3. The City's General Plan has long been approved. This
establishes a very strong argument for the zoning classification establishment.

Finally, Albany has not built any affordable housing projects in years, and is behind on its RHNA. This proposed
affordable housing project is way overdue. We should do everything we can to make sure it moves forward!

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Best regards,
Evelyne St-Louis



Eileen Harrington

From: The Rev. Julie Wakelee-Lynch <rector@st-albans-albany.org>

Sent: Monday, May 6, 2019 3:46 PM

To: citycouncil; Peggy McQuaid; Rochelle Nason; Peter Maass; Nick Pilch; Michael Barnes
Subject: Support for affordable housing items on tonight's agenda

Attachments: Letter in support of SAHA project.pdf

Dear Mayor Nason, Vice Mayor McQuaid, Councilmembers Barnes, Maas, and Pilch,

I regret that I will not be able to attend tonight's meeting to express my support for moving forward
with SAHA and the creation of affordable housing units at Cleveland and Washington. Please see

attached for my letter of support.

Sincerely,
Julie Wakelee-Lynch

The Rev. Julie Wakelee-Lynch

Rector, St. Alban's Episcopal Church

1501 Washington Avenue (at the corner of Curtis)
Albany, CA 94706

tel. 510-525-1716

web: www.stalbansalbany.org

email: rector@st-albans-albany.org

"St. Alban's Serves" the whole community!
Join us in our community campaign: https://stalbansalbany.org/capital-campaign/




Eileen Harrington

From: Janet Chisholm <jgchisholm@aol.com>

Sent: Monday, May 6, 2019 5:41 PM

To: citycouncil; Michael Barnes; Peter Maass; Peggy McQuaid; Rochelle Nason; Nick Pilch
Subject: Albany Affordable Housing - SAHA

May 6, 2019

Albany City Council

1000 San Pablo Avenue
Alpbany, CA 94706

Dear Mayor Nason and members of the Council,

I write to you in support of plans to create affordable housing in Albany in partnership with Satellite Affordable Housing
(SAHA). | understand that this requires a change in zoning for the proposed site at Cleveland and Washington, and |

support this action.

Albany is sorely in need of affordable housing units (in each of the U.S. Census-designated “low income” categories), and
indeed is required under California law to meet its housing obligation.

| am also aware that a group of residents has worked for many years to advocate for park/place space on Albany hill, and
hope that development plans going forward take this into consideration.

Again, | fully support this project. As a member of All Souls Episcopal Church, Berkeley, | and our congregation support
increasing affordable housing. We are working with SAHA to build affordable senior housing on church’s land. Our
congregation, which includes many Albany residents, stands with you in this important work.

Sincerely,

Janet G. Chisholm

934 Cornell Avenue

Albany, CA 94706
igchisholm@aol.com
845-641-3648




St. Alban’s Episcopal Church

1501 Washington Avenue, Albany, CA 94706
510-525-1716 ¢ www.st-albans-albany.org

May 6, 2019

Albany City Council
1000 San Pablo Avenue
Albany, CA 94706

Dear Mayor Nason and members of the Council,

[ write to you in support of plans to create affordable housing in Albany in partnership with
Satellite Affordable Housing (SAHA). I understand that this requires a change in zoning for
the proposed site at Cleveland and Washington, and [ support this action.

Albany is sorely in need of affordable housing units (in each of the U.S. Census-designated
“low income” categories), and indeed is required under California law to meet its housing

obligation.

I am also aware that a group of residents has worked for many years to advocate for
park/place space on Albany hill, and hope that development plans going forward take this
into consideration.

Again, I fully support this project, and our congregation stands with you in this important
work.

Sincerely,
7 n&L;

(The Rev. Julie Wakelee-Lynch
Rector



Eileen Harrington

From: Jim Beller <jimbeller311@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 6, 2019 7:05 PM

To: citycouncil

Subject: My Friend Melanie

In our volunteering at the Pathways STAIR navigation center in Berkeley we met a young woman, Melanie Rogers, and
her black and tan terrier Giggles. We had an arrangement with our friend Patricia “Mama Bear” Moore to watch her Lab
Ebony if she went into the hospital, and Melanie asked if we could do the same for Giggles. We had him most of
February and we got to know Melanie a little better through a few crises, combinations of asthma and depression. Her
most recent place to stay was Casa Maria in Oakland but felt she was driven out by her roommate.

We took Bella and Giggles for a walk on Thursday. She told me she was staying at the park at 3" and Peralta in her tent
and keeping her things during the day at an underground radio station at 7th. We texted Saturday night.

Sunday afternoon | got a phone call from an Oakland fireman asking if | knew Giggles. They found Melinda dead in her
tent and miraculously Giggles still had a tag | had made with my phone number so | was able to go get him and talk to
the fireman. He said there wasn’t any sign of trauma and there wasn’t any heroin or paraphernalia.

| appreciate that our city government is increasing its commitment to provide services for very low income community
members, and I’'m happy that Albany has an entirely low and very low income housing project to consider. | was
surprised by the size and passion of the opposition that was so easily marshalled. One woman reportedly said she would
“fight to the death” for a basketball court at Solano and Cleveland.

Please appreciate the fact that some people are fighting to the death for housing.
Sincerely,

Jim Beller
720 Pomona Ave



	2019 05 06   9-1 Zoning Classification
	2019 05 06   9-1 Zoning Classification
	2019 05 06   9-1 Zoning Classification
	Item 9-1 Zoning classification

	Cleveland st. project

	1 add zoning

