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GREEN BUILDING GUIDELINES



The Alameda County Waste Management Authority
is a public joint-powers agency comprised of the
County of Alameda, each of the fourteen cities
within the county, and two sanitary districts that
also provide refuse collection services. The Authority
is governed by a Board of Directors made up of
elected officials, primarily mayors and city council
members, appointed by each member agency.
Funding is derived solely from waste disposal and
waste import mitigation fees collected at the
Altamont, Tri-Cities, and Vasco Road landfill
sites. The agency receives no general tax funds.

Together with its specialized arm — the Alameda
County Source Reduction and Recycling Board -
the Authority offers a wide range of programs in
the areas of public education, green building,
recycled product procurement, waste reduction,
market development and technical assistance.
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The information provided in these Guidelines should be considered by
contractors, architects and other professionals, as well as owners, in the
course of designing and constructing new or modified structures. They are
provided as a public service by the Alameda County Waste Management
Authority and Recycling Board in an attempt to provide environmental
benefits and reduce costs. The Guidelines are not a substitute for the
exercise of sound judgement in particular circumstances and are not

intended as recommendations for particular products or processes.

January 2004



The Guidelines offer:

Cost-effective suggestions to minimize construction-related waste, create healthier
and more durable homes, reduce operating costs for homeowners and support
local manufacturers and suppliers of resource-efficient building materials.

Methods to reduce the impacts of building in Alameda County communities;
including solid waste management, water conservation, energy efficiency and
resource conservation.

The practices contained in these Guidelines were selected for their viability in today’s
market and their ability to promote sustainable building. Builders using this booklet
will differentiate themselves in the marketplace while protecting our environment.

The Guidelines were developed through a partnership among local developers, architects,
contractors, green building experts and staff of the Alameda County Waste Management
Authority and Recycling Board.

Construction and demolition debris comprise up to 30% of materials disposed in
California landfills. The Alameda County Waste Management Authority and Recycling
Board is working in partnership with the construction and building industry on ways to
reduce this waste stream. Through job site recycling, efficient use of materials, use of
recycled-content building materials and similar practices, the Green Building Guidelines
provide an effective tool to decrease the amount of materials that ends up in landfills.
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