
CITY OF ALBANY 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

STAFF REPORT 

 

        Agenda Date:  September 17, 2018 

Reviewed by:  NA 

 

SUBJECT: Award of Contract No. C18-39 – 2018 San Pablo Tree Pruning 

 

REPORT BY:  John Hawkridge Urban Forester 

  Mark Hurley, Public Works Director  

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

This issue before Council is to award Contract No. C18-39 in the amount of $39,100 to 

Professional Tree Care Company. The scope of the contract includes maintenance pruning 

of 80 trees along San Pablo Avenue to reduce the risk of limb failure, gain proper clearances 

for vehicles and pedestrians, and improve visibility of traffic signs and signals. This work is 

being funded from the FY18/19 Public Works Department’s operating budget. 

  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

That the Council adopt Resolution No. 2018-117 authorizing the City Manager to award 

Contract No C18-39 to Professional Tree Care Company in the not-to-exceed amount of 

$39,100 to perform maintenance pruning of 80 trees along San Pablo Avenue using 

previously appropriated funds within the FY18/19 Public Works Department operating 

budget. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

There are 119 trees along San Pablo Avenue including 70 American Sweetgum 

(Liquidamber styraciflua) which is a species known to be prone to limb failure. These trees 

need maintenance pruning to reduce the risk of limb failure, gain proper clearances for 

vehicles, and pedestrians, and improve visibility of traffic signs and signals. Note that there 

have been at least 4 large limb failures along San Pablo Avenue over the past 2 years. 

 

Of the 119 trees, 39 can be maintained by the City’s Urban Forester. The remaining 80 need 

to be maintained by a contractor due to their size.  Maintaining these trees requires a lift and 

professionally produced pedestrian and traffic control plan that needs Caltrans approval for 

working on San Pablo Avenue. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

 



 

 

2 

Staff solicited bids from six tree contractors to perform maintenance pruning of the 80 trees 

along San Pablo Avenue. The City received two bids for the work, one in the amount of 

$39,100 and one in the amount of $29,100. The other four contractors either declined to bid 

or were nonresponsive. Staff rejected the low bid from Cleary Brothers due to their recent 

performance on other City projects. 

 

Staff recommends awarding this contract to Professional Tree Care Company based on their 

skill set, quality of work, pricing and availability (i.e. has available equipment and staffing 

necessary to complete the work). Professional Tree Care is also a licensed traffic control 

contactor and is frequently contracted by CalTrans to do tree work along their corridors. 

Working knowledge of CalTrans traffic control and lane closure procedures will assure safe 

and expeditious completion of the work along this busy corridor. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT 

 

The American Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua) is a problematic tree, once commonly 

planted by the City of Albany and surrounding communities as a street.  Their roots are 

aggressive; decades after being planted, these trees are breaking sidewalks and roadways 

around town. They also produce spiky brown seed-balls that are seen as a nuisance. These 

trees are no longer allowed to be planted as street trees in Albany. More recently we have 

seen many limb failures from these trees partly due to excess growth caused by drought 

followed by good rainy seasons. It is unknown when past maintenance has occurred on these 

trees. 

 

Future treatment of these trees will require monitoring and weight-reduction pruning as 

necessary in order to minimize large limb failure. As these trees decline to point of no longer 

being sustainable, they should be removed, on a case by case basis, and replaced with a more 

appropriate species. The replacement species as per the San Pablo Avenue Streetscape 

Master Plan (adopted by City Council February 2001, page 3) is the Red Oak (Quercus 

rubra), several of which are already planted including 3 planted this year. 

 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

 

The proposed budget for this project is for a not to exceed contract in the amount of 

$39,100.  This work is programmed within the Public Works Department’s FY18/19 

operating budget. 

 

Attachments 

 

1. Resolution No. 2018-117 

2. Contract C18-39 with attachments 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-117 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ALBANY CITY COUNCIL TO AWARD 

CONTRACT NO. C18-39 TO PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE COMPANY 

TO PERFORM MAINTENANCE PRUNING OF 80 TREES ALONG  

SAN PABLO AVENUE 
 

 

WHEREAS, there are 119 trees along San Pablo Avenue in need of maintenance 

pruning; and  

 

WHEREAS, 39 of the trees can be pruned by City staff; and  

 

WHEREAS, the remaining 80 trees need to be pruned by a contractor due to their 

size and specialize traffic control needed to work within San Pablo Avenue which is a 

Caltrans right-of-way; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City received bids for this work and selected Professional Tree 

Care Company due to their skill set, quality of work, pricing and availability. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Albany City Council 

authorizes the City Manager to award Contract No C18-39 to Professional Tree Care 

Company in the not-to-exceed amount of $39,100 to perform maintenance pruning of 80 

trees along San Pablo Avenue using previously appropriated funds within the FY18/19 

Public Works Department operating budget. 

 

  

 

 _______________________________ 

 PEGGY MCQUAID, MAYOR 
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