
 
 
 
 

                     
SEWER LATERAL SPECIFICATIONS 

FOR A TYPICAL DWELLING  
SERVED BY A MAIN SEWER IN THE STREET 

 
The City of Albany requires property owners to install a two-way, sanitary sewer cleanout, as 
illustrated below when replacing the upper sewer lateral. 
 
A licensed plumbing contractor will typically install the cleanout and upper sewer lateral.   Before 
the installation construction begins, the contractor must first obtain a Plumbing and / or an 
Encroachment Permit from the Community Development Department. 
 
As of February 1, 2015, Albany has joined the East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) Private 
Sewer Lateral (PSL) Program.  Upper sewer lateral replacements now require both City and EBMUD 
permits and inspections.  Please visit www.eastbypsl.com for more EBMUD PSL program 
information. 
 
The sewer system will be tested by the contractor per the City’s specifications and inspected by 
City and EBMUD staff. 
 

ALLOW 24 HOURS FOR A CITY INSPECTION, FROM THE TIME OF REQUEST:  
CALL (510) 528-5760 TO SCHEDULE A CITY INSPECTION. 

 
If you have technical questions regarding City upper sewer lateral requirements, please call the 
Building Inspector at (510) 528-5760. 
 
 

2-way cleanout 
(no baffle; loose cap) 

mushroom backflow 
 preventer; loose cap 

ABS, SDR-17, cast iron, or 
other City-Approved pipe 

Testing: Please check with EBMUD for pressure testing standards -  
http://www.eastbaypsl.com/eastbaypsl/guidelines.html 

NOTE: Cleanouts and portions of sewer lines underneath a driveway 
or driveway approach must be cast iron. 
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