
















Eileen Harrington 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

FYi 

Penelope Crumpley 
City of Albany 
City Manager 
1000 San Pablo Ave 
Albany, Ca 94706 

Penelope Crumpley 
Tuesday, July 05, 2016 3:18 PM 
Nicole Almaguer; Eileen Harrington 
FW: concerning Measure R funds 

From: ca role fitzgerald [mailto:cfitz68@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2016 3:17 PM 
To: Penelope Crumpley <pcrumpley@albanyca.org> 
Subject: Fw: concerning Measure R funds 

From: carole fitzgerald <cfitz68@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2016 11:16 AM 
To: mbarnes@albanyca.org; pmaass@albanyca.org; pmcquaid@albanyca.org; mason@albanyca.org; 
npilch@albanyca.org 
Subject: concerning Measure R funds 

Dear Council Members and Mayor: 

My name is Carole Fitzgerald, residing at 906 Madison Street since 1973. I re-activated the Friends of Albany 
Hill in 1991 until 2006, and during that time I co-chaired the ad-hoc committee on the1991 Albany Hill Master 
plan. A number of suggestions were made such as land acquisition, vegetation management, a connecting 
bridge across Cerrito Creek, accessibility ramp at the Taft Street entrance, repair and maintenance of steps at 
the Jackson St and Madison Street entrances. These suggestions are also included in the 2012 Albany Hill 
Master plan, as I understand it. 

During this time I also submitted to the Planning and Conservation League, a proposal which was included 
in CALPAW 94. a state park initiative. In 1995 and 1996 I won and managed two Urban Forestry Grants on 
Albany Hill, bringing $10,000 into Albany for vegetation management projects specified in the 1991 Albany Hill 
Master plan. 
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I initiated talks and participated in the development of Measure R language in 1996, and the allocations were 
specifically included with the intent that the voters would be clear as to how the money would be spent. Up 
until now, that intent has been honored. 

· None of the city staff now serving were present during that era and their suggestion that you support a new 
allocation of the original R monies flies in the face of the city and community integrity. WHY SHOULD WE BE 
ASKED TO REVOTE on a matter that we voted upon once? 

I have concern about our communities reputation among Bay Area environmental groups who supported 
Measure R in 1996, such as, The Sierra Club, The Trust for Public Land , and the Planning and Conservation 
League of Sacramento, should we reallocate the funds once voted upon and approved, with the support of 
these endorsements. 

It has been indicated by our city administrator, that the owners of the remaining 11 acres are unwilling to sell 
their parcel to the city and thus we should spend the money on other projects. I say no, as "HOPE SPRINGS 
ETERNAL" and as long as the property is privately owned we need to have a deposit on hand should they 
change their minds. Just such an action took place with the purchase of the parcel at the end of Madison 
Street in 1994-95. 

Why does the city staff suggest using our money on other projects and make no movement on the 
maintenance of Albany Hill? One and only one project seems to be in the works, the accessibility of the Taft 
Street entrance. Please instruct the staff to withdraw their plan and get to work on our Hill!!!! 

Sincerely, 
Carole Fitzgerald 
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Eileen Harrington 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Penelope Crumpley 
Tuesday, July 05, 2016 3:28 PM 
Eileen Harrington; Nicole Almaguer 

Subject: FW: Re Funds for Albany Hill in question 

One more. We got this one, but it is not in the packet. 

Penelope Crumpley 
City of Albany 
City Manager 
1000 San Pablo Ave 
Albany, Ca 94706 

From: carole fitzgerald [mailto:cfitz68@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2016 3:22 PM 
To: Penelope Crumpley <pcrumpley@albanyca.org> 
Subject: Fw: Re Funds for Albany Hill in question 

Penelope 

I do not have Catherine's original but I do have it within the response email that she received from Peggy 

McQuaid. 

Carole 

From: Catherine Sutton <catherine@sonic.net> 
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 9:57 PM 
To: Peggy McQuaid 
Subject: Re: Re Funds for Albany Hill in question 

Thanks, Peggy. That is good to hear. 

On 6/27 /16 8:23 PM,. Peggy McQuaid wrote: 

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts and concerns with us. At the May 16 
Council meeting the Council gave Staff direction to continue exploring opportunities 
to pursue changes to Measure R to give more flexibility on how revenue can be spent and that staff 
return with possible ballot language. After studying the issues related to this proposal Staff 
is recommending we do not go forward with a November ballot measure. 
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Peggy McQuaid 

From: Catherine Sutton <catherine@sonic.net> 
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 6:06:22 PM 
To: Peter Maass; Peggy McQuaid; Nick Pilch; Michael Barnes; Rochelle Nason; Eileen Harrington 
Subject: Re Funds for Albany Hill in question 

Dear Albany Ciity Council members and City staff, 

Measure R, passed by voters in 1996, states that 50% of the funds from 
Lighting and Landscape Assessment District 1996-1 should be used for 
maintenance and the potential purchase of privately owned land on Albany 
Hill. We believe that this vote by the residents of Albany should 
continue to be honored. 

We understand that you have not been able to get a response from the 
current owners of the 11 acres on the South side of the hill. However, 
since the area is still zoned residential, that could change on a dime, 
and besides, there is still a lot of maintenance needed. We request that 
you do not put this matter to the vote again in November, taking money 
away from Albany Hill and spending it elsewhere. Raise money for those 
other projects through a separate measure, if you will. 

Albany Hill is a treasure in our community+ a haven for wildlife and 
native species of plants and bees and a stopping point for threatened 

migrating Monarch butterflies. It is listed as an ABAG Priority 
Conservation Area and contains species on the California Native Plant 

Society+s watch list. 

The fact that it is under-appreciated could be explained by the lack of 
safe trails. Have you been up there lately? Also, a safe crossing across 
Cerrito Creek would make it much more accessible, and handicapped access 
should be considered from Taft, Madison or Jackson. 

Please continue to use the funds put aside by Measure R to improve 
access and safety on the hill, and, when the opportunity arises, to 
purchase at least part of the 11 acres currently zoned for development. 

Thank you. 

Catherine Sutton & Leonard Edmondson 

P.S. We question whether having excessively large signs that point to 
parking lots and Ranch 99 Market(?!) do anything to support a true 

enjoyment of this natural haven+ but that+s another subject. 

Dying together, 
Me and my ecosystem: 
Chaos! Yet beauty ... 
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