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What is Ygrene Works?  

Ygrene Works is the lowest cost PACE financing available to property owners enabling energy efficiency, renewable generation 
and water conservation improvements to homes and businesses throughout California. 

What is PACE financing? 

PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) lets residential and commercial building owners finance a wide range of energy or water 
conserving improvements and renewable energy generation systems.  Because payments are made through property taxes, PACE 
participants enjoy long financing terms, reasonable rates and quick approvals. Only those property owners who wish to use PACE 
funding to make upgrades to their homes or businesses participate in the program.   

What kinds of projects can be financed using the Ygrene Works program? 

Ygrene Works provides funding for home or commercial property improvements that save energy or water or generate renewable 
energy.  Literally thousands of products and services, along with associated installation costs, qualify for the program.  The most 
commonly financed projects are solar systems, heating and air conditioning systems, windows, doors, roofing, insulation and duct 
work, pool pumps, water heaters, and water-saving measures.   

What is the Golden State Finance Authority? 

The Golden State Finance Authority (GSFA) is a California public entity and agency formerly known as California Home Finance 
Authority (CHF).  As a joint powers authority formed under California state law, GSFA has the power to form districts consisting of 
member counties and cities that unite to fulfill authority goals.  By the unanimous vote of its 33 member counties the GSFA Board 
of Directors formed the statewide PACE district through which YgreneWorks operates.  

What is Ygrene Energy Fund? 

Ygrene is a private company based in Santa Rosa, California.  The firm operates in several states, offering property tax secured 
financing that allows owners to fund environmentally beneficial improvements to homes, commercial and agricultural properties. 

Why are GSFA and YEF offering the Ygrene Works program? 

There are many advantages that accrue from the statewide scope of Ygrene Works.  With GSFA as the sponsor, cities and 
counties can achieve the many benefits of PACE – economic development, job creation, sustainability goals – without taking on 
the district formation and administration oversight associated with operating a PACE district.  For property owners, especially 
larger commercial participants, the potential for improving their facilities throughout the state while utilizing a single financing 
program is very attractive.  Contractors appreciate the ability to bring YgreneWorks financing to customers throughout their 
operating territories.  The structure is a win-win for all. 

How does the Ygrene Works PACE program benefit my community? 

Ygrene Works allows your city or county to bring best-in-class PACE financing to its constituents by  providing 100 percent, no 
money down, tax-deductible project funding with the lowest rates and fees to residential and commercial property owners.   

Why should my city or county join the Ygrene Works program? 

Joining Ygrene Works is simple, with no costs, no ongoing staff time, and no legal or financial risks to your community.  By offering 
Ygrene Works to your constituency, you make available the most flexible and affordable PACE program in California.  The community 
will benefit from new jobs, increased economic activity, reduced energy and water use and achieved sustainability goals. 

My community already has PACE financing, so why should we add the Ygrene Works program? 

Activating Ygrene Works will expand the options available and ensure that your constituents have access to the lowest rates and 
fees available, the longest financing terms, and other unique features and benefits unavailable from other PACE programs.  Ygrene 
is the only PACE program offering 100% financing for all eligible property types - residential, commercial, industrial and 
agricultural.   
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My jurisdiction is not a member of GSFA, so do we have to join GSFA to participate in Ygrene Works?  

If your county is not a member or associate member of GSFA, the opt-in resolutions passed by your Board of Supervisors will 
include associate membership in GSFA.  Similarly, for cities that are not already members of GSFA, the opt-in resolutions passed by 
your City Council will include associate membership in GSFA.  There is no cost in either case.   

What is the process for my community to join the Ygrene Works program?  

Joining Ygrene Works is fast and simple.  The resolutions necessary to opt-in to the program can be approved at a single City 
Council or Board of Supervisors meeting and, if desired, included on your consent agenda.  GSFA and Ygrene will provide samples 
of all required documents including sample staff reports and resolutions.  Call 707-236-6608 to speak with a Ygrene Works advisor 
who will walk you through the process.   

Is Ygrene Works an AB 811 or SB 555 PACE financing program? Does my community need to join both?  

Ygrene Works is structured with maximum flexibility in mind for GSFA, its members and all communities throughout California. 
The program is comprised of both AB 811 and SB 555 districts; however, the goal is to offer PACE financing utilizing a single, 
statewide district. A final determination will be made once judicial validation is completed. By approving the program with both 
districts included, your community will be able to make Ygrene financing available immediately following validation. 

Is taxpayer money used to fund the Ygrene Works?  

Ygrene Works does not rely on or use any public funding.  Ygrene's financial partners provide all project funding for the program.  
The funding is repaid through the annual property tax payments made by participating property owners. 

When will the Ygrene Works program begin operations in my community? 

The earliest that Ygrene Works will be available in your community is approximately May 1. If your Board or Council approves 
the program after that date, then Ygrene Works can launch within 30 days of your approval. 

Can our city or county work with Ygrene Works to develop a program tailored to our community?  

Yes, Ygrene Works with our local partners to understand how your community is unique and welcomes your suggestions for how 
we can best reach your constituents.   Program materials can be co-branded with your city or county, and communities can 
include program information on their websites and other pertinent materials.  The Ygrene Works program is easily integrated with 
other energy efficiency and water conservation programs and utility rebate programs.  

Are there any costs or risks to my community from Ygrene Works participation?   

No. There is zero cost and no legal or financial risk to your city or county as a result of offering the Ygrene Works program in your 
community.  Ygrene pays all costs of program administration, staffing, and marketing, and provides all project funding.  No 
taxpayer funds of any kind are involved.  Only those owners who voluntarily elect to utilize Ygrene Works to finance improvements 
to their property incur any costs. 

How much staff time is required for my community to join the program, and what are our obligations after the program 
launches? 

Ygrene Works is designed to provide a true turnkey operation with no ongoing administrative responsibilities for your city or 
county staff.  GSFA and Ygrene provide sample reports and opt in resolutions for use by staff in putting the item before your City 
Council or Board of Supervisors.  Once Ygrene Works is operating in your community, Ygrene administers all aspects of the 
program.   

For more information call 707.236.6608 or email info@Ygrene.us 




