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Solano Avenue Stroll 
Sunday, September 12 2010 - 10:00AM / 06:00PM 
(Street closure 7 AM – 7 PM) 

 
 

GENERAL EVENT DESCRIPTION 

 
This is the 36th anniversary of the Solano Avenue Stroll.  
The 2010 theme is "A Global A-Faire".  
 
This event is expected to draw 250,000-300,000 people.  This free community event is a closed-street 
festival that spans 26 blocks (1 mile) long and is located in two cities - Albany and Berkeley 
[California]. Approximately 100 entries will make up the Parade that begins at 10am. After the parade 
almost 500 vendors and entertainers, will be strategically located all over the avenue, including some 
intersections.  There will be a five-block area of arts and crafts booths mid-festival.  Along the entire 
street will be information and fundraising booths for non-profit organizations, food booths (some put 
out by established restaurants, others from vendors or non-profits), merchants selling goods and 
services as well as a significant number of children/family attractions including (but not limited to) 
inflatable and mechanical rides.  Shuttles will offer free rides up and down the length of Marin Avenue 
from 10-7 pm from the North Berkeley BART station to the Stroll and it stops at intersections with stop-
lights on Marin.  We expect free valet bicycle parking at Wells Fargo bank (1800 Solano at Modoc) and 
a vacant lot (1254 Solano at Masonic). We take great strides towards minimizing the impact of this 
event in part by making it accessible. This is an alcohol free event catering to families. 
 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
7:00am - Street closed to through traffic.  Vendor, delivery and event staff traffic is allowed on the 
street until 10am at that time block captains provided by the Solano Avenue Association (SAA) will 
close internal barricades along Solano.  Also at 10 am, public works departments from Berkeley and 
Albany will close external barricades from The Alameda in Berkeley to San Pablo Avenue in Albany 
(see map).  AC Transit will be notified of rerouting prior to the event. 
 
8:00am - Vendors, merchants, entertainers, etc. begin to set up in the street parking spaces (both 
metered and unmetered), some parking lots, in some intersections and on the sidewalks of Solano 
Avenue.  Vendors have been notified to park legally and acknowledge the needs of local residents. 
 
8:00am - Parade registration begins at a table located in the intersection of Colusa and Solano and 
entrants stage on two blocks, pedestrians on Fresno and vehicular (and others) on Colusa. The parade 
runs westbound on Solano avenue from Colusa to Masonic (at the BART tracks in Albany). 
 
10:00am - All vehicles must be off Solano, except those on display.  Vendors open to commence 
business.  Some entertainment begins.   
 
6:00am - All vendors, entertainers, etc. must close down activities.  Block captains will remain in force 
to see that this occurs. 
 
7:00pm - Police re-open Solano Ave. to vehicles.  Police remove external barricades, SAA block 
captains remove internal ones. 
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SECURITY 

 

Lost Children and Lost & Found - California Bank & Trust, 1451 Solano at Sante Fe 527-8141.  
 
Berkeley Police and Fire will be headquartered at Colusa and Solano in Berkeley. Albany Police and 
Fire will be located at Masonic and Solano in Albany. 
 
Block Captains - SAA will designate 3-block long stretches to volunteer block captains who will have a 
morning or afternoon shift.  They will have a two-way radio, a detailed map of their 3 blocks, and will 
wear yellow colored t-shirts with "STROLL PATROL" on the back.  They are responsible for contacting 
the organizer or the police to deal with illegal vendors and are not to confront illegal vendors 
themselves. 
 
Other Security - Berkeley and Albany will provide Police Officers.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS ISSUES 

 
The Cities of Albany & Berkeley will deal with refuse issues in their respective areas as listed on the 
attached documents.  Alameda County Waste Management will provide recycling and garbage 
containers in Albany and make an extra pickup on Monday morning.  Restaurants have been asked to 
put out their own garbage containers and all food vendors have been notified that they must provide 
their own garbage containers.  Cities are requested to also clean side streets of debris. 
 
Portable Toilets - 13 regular and 4 accessible toilets with 6 external hand washing units will be placed 
in Berkeley by the City of Berkeley and 14 regular and 4 accessible toilets with 7 external hand 
washing units will be placed in Albany by the SAA.  In addition, most stores and restaurants on Solano 
have their bathrooms available to customers. 
 

VENDOR LISTS 

 

A complete list will be provided on the morning of the Stroll.  A list of the food vendors will be provided 
to the Health Dept. in Berkeley and Alameda County for review. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE 

 

A Certificate of Insurance will be submitted to both Cities of Berkeley and Albany.  All hazardous food 
booths and activity booths have been required to provide certificates of insurance worth one million 
dollars and naming the Solano Avenue Association as additional insured. 
 
LICENSING 

 
The City of Berkeley has issued the Solano Avenue Association a Stroll-specific business license.  The 
City of Albany will issue an Encroachment Permit.  These allow the Solano Avenue Association to 
supersede any other vendor's permit for activity outside of any storefront on Solano Avenue on the day 
of the Stroll.  These also insure no illegal vendors (vendors who have not pre registered with SAA) on 
the street.  All event participants must have a Stroll permit on display at their booth. 
 
Submitted by Allen Cain, Executive Director 
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