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M E M O R A N D U M  
 
 
DATE:  December 11, 2009 
 
TO:  Aleida Andrino-Chavez, City of Albany 
 
FROM:  Theresa Bravo and David Clore 
 
SUBJECT:  Response to Comments on Buchanan Street Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Project  

Initial Study/Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration 
 
 
This memorandum provides responses to the verbal comments received at the November 19, 2009 
Traffic and Safety Commission Hearing on the Buchanan Street Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Project 
Initial Study/Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft IS/MND). Staff-initiated corrections are 
also provided. No written comments were received during the 30-day public comment period. 
 
The comments from the hearing are numbered in the margin of the meeting minutes (attached) and 
discussed below. Corrections to the Draft IS/MND necessary in light of the comments received and 
responses provided, or necessary to amplify or clarify material in the Draft IS/MND, are included in 
the responses. Underlined text represents language that has been added to the Draft IS/MND; text 
with strikeout has been deleted from the Draft IS/MND.  
 
Traffic and Safety Commission Hearing Comments 
November 19, 2009 
 
Response 1:  In response to this comment, the discussion on page 7 of the Draft IS/MND is revised 
as follows: 
 

 University Village Project. UC Berkeley is currently proposing to develop a 5.3-acre 
site within the existing University Village, which is located south of the proposed project. The 
project includes development of a 55,000 square foot Whole Foods Market, 30,000 square feet 
of retail space, and a 175-unit senior housing facility. A number of improvements would be 
made at the intersection of Buchanan Street and Jackson Street as part of the University Village 
project, including: traffic signal modernization, protected left-turn movements on all four 
approaches, new bulb-outs on the west side of the intersection (including a bus bulb at the 
southwest corner), and the addition of exclusive left turns on the Jackson Street approaches 
with the associated loss of a few parking spaces. Dedication of an exclusive right-turn lane 
along eastbound Marin Avenue, west of San Pablo Avenue is also proposed as part of this 
project. 
 

Response 2: To address safety concerns, the City may wish to install additional lighting in areas of 
the Class I pathway that would be visibly obstructed from Buchanan Street by trees and other existing 
vegetation. The City of Albany, in consultation with the USDA, will consider the need for lighting 
along the segment of the Class I path that crosses through the USDA property. It is not anticipated 
that new lighting in this area would obstruct day or nighttime views in the area, or introduce new light 
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or glare beyond the immediate vicinity of the pathway, as this segment of the pathway is setback from 
the roadway. 
 
Staff-Initiated Changes 
 
Figure 2 (Aerial Photograph and Surrounding Land Uses) on page 5 of the Draft IS/MND is revised 
to show the correct alignment of the Buchanan Street Connector Trail (labeled in purple). An 
approximately 500-foot segment of the alignment as it crosses beneath the freeway was incorrectly 
labeled to show the path’s previous alignment. The corrected figure is provided on the following 
page. 
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FIGURE 2

SOURCE: GOOGLE EARTH; LSA ASSOCIATES, INC., 2009
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Buchanan Street Bicycle/Pedestrian Path IS/MND
Aerial Photograph and Surrounding Land Uses
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