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Statement Concerning Hate Crimes and Immigration Violations

The members of the Albany Police Department are proud and protective of the
relationship we have with the community we serve. In response to community
concerns, the department is publicly posting its policies concerning Hate Crimes and
Immigration Violations.

The police department is committed to upholding our community’s values with regard
to these issues and pledges to vigorously respond to reports of hate related incidents.
This department will utilize all available resources to prevent, respond to, and prosecute
crimes motivated by hatred or bias.

Albany Police will respond and investigate any incidents of this nature and encourage
residents to report hate incidents of any kind without regard to whether an incident
meets legal definitions of “hate crime.” Police can be reached for non-emergencies at
510-525-7300. In an emergency, call 911.

Link to Hate Crimes Policy

The Albany Police Department also affirms that the undue enforcement of immigration
violations by local police erodes and damages the public trust that is so vital to
maintaining public safety for all. The immigration status of individuals alone is generally
not a matter for police action.

Albany Police are prohibited from contacting, detaining, or arresting someone based
solely on the suspicion that an individual is an undocumented alien. Targeting non-
criminals jeopardizes our ability to protect our community. We do not enforce federal
law —it’s not our job.

Link to Immigration Violations policy
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