
COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 

Monday, December 19., 2016 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE 

RECEIVED AFTER COUNCIL PACKET 

PREPARATION 

Item 5-2. Council Update On Albany Hill Cross 

DO NOT REMOVE 

Please return to Eileen Harrington, Administration 



Eileen Harrington 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

· Subject: 

Albany City Council, 

Bryan Marten <bdmarten@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 11 :57 PM 
citycouncil 
eucalyptus tree as power pole 

Thank you for your recent statement that "The presence of the cross in the public park is at odds with the 
inclusive values the City encourages." I wholeheartedly agree. 

I am concerned, however, to learn that PG&E is working to re-energize the power line. I live at the base of 
Albany Hill a few blocks from the cross. I cannot imagine how the power can be turned back on safely given 
that the energized wire is *attached* to a eucalyptus tree in what the city designated years ago as a "Critical Fire 
Area". This is not the typical wire going through branches that need to be trimmed. This is a wire using a 
eucalyptus tree as a power pole! 

The wire can be hard to see up high in the tree but here is the photo the East Bay Atheists' site has posted for 
over a year now which shows it up close. 

Middle photo in the top row: https://eastbayatheists.org/imagesalbanyhill.html 
Direct link: https://eastbavatheists.org/Resources/ServiceDrop.jpg 

· I am requesting PG&E's plan for the support of the wire and asking the city to share the close-up photo with 
PG&E and get their response. 

Lest we forget: 

25 years later: Oakland hills ripe for another firestorm 
October 20, 2016 
http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/25-vears-later-Oakland-hills-ripe-for-another-9984 731.php 
"I go with what the Australians say about eucalyptus - they call them 'gasoline on a stick,"' said Susan Piper, 
who is still haunted by a searing image from her escape on Oct. 20, 1991: A grove of eucalyptus trees aglow in 
flame exploded just yards from where she sat in her family van, stuck in traffic with her 9-year-old daughter. 

Thank you, 

Bryan Marten 
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Eileen Harrington 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

The Rev. Julie Wakelee-Lynch <rector@st-albans-albany.org> 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 5:28 PM 
citycouncil 
Cross on Albany Hill 

Dear Mayor McQuaid and Members of the Council, 

I am writing to express my strong support for the removal of the lighted cross on "Albany Hill." While 
there may have been a time when such a public display of one sect's religious symbol on public 
property seemed appropriate, that time has passed. 

As the leader of a faith community, I am strongly committed to the separation of church and state. 
Beyond that, I am very much invested in the work of ensuring that Albany is a place where all people 
feel safe and welcome. 

· Albany is not (nor should it be) a "Christian" city, and there should not be religious imagery exclusive 
to one tradition on city-held land. This is unwelcoming to people of other religious traditions (or those 
without religious affiliation), and belies the rich diversity of this community. 

We all have touchstones to the past that are important and even precious to us. Sometimes, we need 
to be ready and willing to adapt as times change--to honor the past, but hold it lightly as we live in the 
present. 

Thank you for your attention in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
The Rev. Julie Wakelee-Lynch 
Rector, St. Alban's Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Julie Wakelee-Lynch 
. Rector, St. Alban's Episcopal Church 

1501 Washington Avenue (at the corner of Curtis) 
Albany, CA 94706 
tel. 510-525-1716 
web: '"'"Vvv.st-albans-albany.org 
email: rector@st-albans-al banv .org 



Eileen Harrington 

From: Cityhall@albanyca.org 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, December 15, 2016 10:40 AM 
City General Mailbox Account 

Subject: Contact the City of Albany 

Submission information 

. Submitter DB ID: 16163 
Submitter's language : Default language 
IP address: 71.198.175.175 
Time to take the survey: 2 min., 15 sec. 
Submission recorded on : 12/15/2016 10:40:05 AM 

Survey answers 

Your Information: 
Name Kirsten 
Email Kirsten_mahoney@hotmail.com 
Subject Cross on Albany Hill 
What can we do for you? Thank you Albany city officials for fighting against the Lion's Club as far as you could go with 
regards to the cross. I read your statement today and feel proud to call myself a resident of Albany. The world is 
changing and I feel honored to live in a town that wants to change with it. 

Thank you and happy holidays, 
Kirsten 
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Eileen Harrington 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Jeffrey Bartlett <jmbartlett@lmi.net> 
Monday, December 19, 2016 9:28 AM 
citycouncil 
'David Nicely' 

Subject: Lions member opposes Albany Lions action re cross on Albany Hill 

Importance: High 

Dear City Council: 

I am a longtime Albany resident and also a member of the Berkeley Lions Club. As a person 
· affected in two ways by the controversy regarding the cross on Albany Hill, I wish to express my 

wholehearted support for the Council's position on this issue and my complete opposition to that 
of the Albany Lions. This is a divisive issue that harks back to an unpleasant time in our history 
when efforts to force one religious group's beliefs on others were common. The time is long past 
that we should allow such overt symbols, especially so grandiose and unavoidable. I would like 
to see the cross removed from Albany Hill so we can end this controversy that threatens the 
separation of state and church on which our society is based. 

I am proud to be a member of the Lions for more than 10 years and a past president of the 
Berkeley Club. Although I speak for myself here, other members of the Berkeley Club have 
expressed sentiments in agreement with mine. The Lions are a global service organization that 
seeks to help people in need regardless of their ethnic or religious nature. I find it unseemly that 
a local Lions chapter should involve itself in such a reactionary cause, which can only bring 
disrepute on the greater Lions organization. I urge the Albany Lions to stop this ill-considered 
action and allow the Council to go ahead with its efforts to remove the cross. There are many 
worthwhile activities in which the Albany Club can involve itself, and often does. Let's return to 
such service that brings people together rather than dividing us. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey Bartlett 

Past President, Berkeley Lions 
office 510-528-7055 
mobile 510-333-1948 
im..b11_rtlett..@lmi.net 

832 Cerrito St. 
Albany, CA 94706 
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