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RESOLUTION # 08- 16

A RESOLUTION OF THE ALBANY CITY COUNCIL DISCOURAGING THE
USE OF DISPOSABLE SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAGS

WHEREAS, the City of Albany (City) is committed to policies that promote the

health and well-being of our community and of our environment; and

WHEREAS, on September 4, 2007 City Council established by resolution a goal
to divert 75% of waste from the landfill by 2010 ; and

WHEREAS,; the City has committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 25%
below 2004 levels by the year 2020; and

WHEREAS, each year over a trillion plastic bags are used worldwide, and the
production and use of which have significant environmental impacts, including litter, the
consumption of 12 million barrels of oil, and the deaths of thousands of marine animals;

and

WHEREAS, plastic bags do not biodegrade, but break down through abrasion
and tearing into small toxic bits that contaminate soil, waterways and the marine
environment, where they are mistaken for food by animals, or animals become entangled

in the plastics; and

WHEREAS, environmentally preferable alternatives to plastic bags are readily
available and include reusable cloth bags and recycled paper bags, and retail outlet stores

could do more to educate and encourage their customers to use such alternatives; and

WHEREAS, governments in several countries have taken action to discourage

the use of plastic bags, including the local cities of Oakland and San Francisco; and
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Albany City Council adopts a
policy to discourage the use of disposable single-use plastic bags by the retail sector, and

commit to educating our community about preferred alternatives to single-use plastic

Lt !

Mayor Robert S. Lieber

bags, and how to properly recycle plastic bags.




CITY ADMINISTRATOR
PH. (510) 528-5710
FAX (510) 528-5797

CITY ATTORNEY
PH. (510) 524-9205
FAX (510} 526-9190

CITY CLERK
PH. (510) 528-5720
FAX (510) 528-5797

CITY COUNCIL
PH. (510) 528-5720
FAX (510) 528-5797

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT &
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES
« Building
« Engineering
« Environmental Resources
» Maintenance
* Planning
PH. (510) 528-5760
FAX (510) 524-9359

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATIVE
SERVICES

CITY TREASURER

PH. (510) 528-5730

FAX (510) 528-2743

FIRE & EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SERVICES

PH. (510) 528-5771

FAX (510) 528-5774

PERSONNEL
PH. (510) 528-5714
FAX (510) 528-5797

POLICE
PH. (510) 525-7300
FAX (510) 525-1360

RECREATION & COMMUNITY
SERVICES
1249 Marin Avenue
PH. (510) 524-9283
FAX (510) 528-8914
« Friendship Club/
Childcare Program
PH. (510) 524-0135
 Senior Center
PH. (510) 524-9122
FAX (510) 524-8940
« Teen Center
PH. (510) 525-0576

1000 SAN PABLO AVENUE « ALBANY, CALIFORNIA 94706-2295

RESOLUTION NO. 08-16

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALBANY,

this 19th  day of May 20 08 by the following votes:

AYES: Council Members Atkinson, Javandel, Okawachi, “ile & Mayor Lieber

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF ALBANY, this 4th

{ June ,20 08

The City of Albany is dedicated to maintaining its small town ambience, responding to the needs of the community,

and providing a safe, healthy environment now and in the future.
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