
NOTE: These minutes are subject to Council 
 approval and are not verbatim; however, 
 tapes are available for public review. 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

IN REGULAR SESSION, 1000 SAN PABLO AVENUE 
 

MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2005 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6:45 p.m. 
 
City Council convened in the Council Chambers to announce its adjournment to 
Executive Session. 
 
Peggy Thomsen, Pierce Street resident, spoke in support of the City’s acquisition of the 
property known as Pierce Street Park, and submitted letters of support from neighbors to 
the City Council. 
 
Council adjourned to Closed Session to discuss the following: 
 
Conference with Labor Negotiator pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.8 to 
discuss: 
 
 Agency Negotiator:  City Administrator and Glen Berkheimer, IEDA 
 Employee Organizations: Albany Peace Officers’ Association and  

SEIU Local 790 
 

Conference with real property negotiators pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 
to discuss: 
 

Property:  Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 066-2732-013, 014 and 
066-2733 Lots 2 and Lots 21 through 24, and 066-
2733-001-2, 001-6, and 008-3; Commonly known 
as “Pierce Street Park.” 

Agency Negotiator:    City Administrator, Assistant City Administrator, 
City Attorney 

Property owner:    State of California, Department of Transportation 
Under negotiation:    Purchase price for acquisition of property 

 
8:00 p.m. 
 
Vice Mayor Maris who led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag called the regular 
meeting of the Albany City Council to order on the above date. 
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ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Council Members Javandel, Lieber, Okawachi & Vice Mayor Maris  
Absent: Mayor Good 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
 

Beth Pollard, City Administrator; Judy Lieberman, Assistant City Administrator; 
Ann Chaney, Community Development Director; Melinda Chinn, Recreation & 
Community Services Director;Chelle Putzer, Recreation Supervisor; Mark 
McGinn Fire Chief; James Boito, Fire Engineer; Amanda Bennett, Planning Clerk 
 

City Administrator Pollard advised the council that there was an urgent new business 
item that needed adding to the agenda. The Alameda County Continuum of Care Council 
had submitted a funding request too late to place on the agenda before printing. The 
request was time sensitive, because the funding needed to arrive by a certain date in order 
to qualify for matching federal funds. There was unanimous consent to add this item to 
the agenda under new business. 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

(Consent Calendar items are considered to be routine by the City Council and will 
be enacted by one motion.  By approval of the Consent Calendar, the staff 
recommendations will be adopted.  There will be no separate discussion on these 
items unless a Council Member or a member of the audience requests removal of 
the items from the Consent Calendar.) 
 
3-1. City Council minutes, March 21, 2005. 
  

Staff recommendation:  Approve. 
 
3-2. a. Ratification of City of Albany net payroll in the amount of 

$148,189.46; taxes, benefits & withholdings in the amount of 
$155,932.65.  Total payroll in the amount of $304,122.11. Payroll period. 
03/18/05. 

 
 b. Ratification of Albany Municipal Services JPA net payroll in the 

amount of $39,112.28; taxes, benefits & withholdings in the amount of 
$42,511.09.  Total payroll in the amount of $81,623.37.  Payroll period: 
03/18/05. 

 
 Staff recommendation:  Ratify. 
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3-3. Approve Resolution #05-13, A Resolution of the Albany City Council 
approving the application for grant funds from Target Corporation for the 
Music In The Park Concert Series. 

 
 Staff recommendation:  Approve Resolution 05-13. 
 
3-4. Approve the recommendation of the Albany Park and Recreation 

Commission that the City Council reallocate Proposition 12 and 
Proposition 40 funds for park rehabilitation projects. 

 
 Staff recommendation:  Approve. 
 
3-5. Resolution #05-12, A Resolution of the Albany City Council Authorizing 

the City of Albany to Participate in the Safe Haven Program for 
Newborns. 

 
 Staff recommendation:  Approve Resolution #05-12. 
 
3-6. Resolution #05-14, Authorizing an Addendum to the existing Albany City 

Maintenance Center Lease to establish storage space for City property. 
 

Staff recommendation:  Approve Resolution #05-14. 
 

3-7. Approval and Acceptance, Traffic Calming Improvements, Contract No. 
04-01 (AJW Construction). 

 
Staff recommendation:  Approve Resolution No. 05-10, approving and 
accepting improvements and directing the filing of the Notice of 
Completion for Contract No. 04-01, Traffic Calming Construction with 
AJW Construction. 

 
3-8. Ratification of the Police & Fire Pension payments in the amount of 

$106,217.49 for the month of March, 2005. 
 

Staff recommendation:  Ratify. 
 

Vice Mayor Maris asked if anyone would like to remove an item for discussion 
and Council Member Lieber removed Items 3-3 and 3-5. Vice Mayor Maris removed 
items 3-4, 3-6, and 3-7. 
 
 3-3. Grant Funds for the Music in the Park Concert Series 
 
 Council Member Lieber pulled this item because the Chamber of Commerce had 
raised questions. He stated he did not see any problems. He did want to learn more about 
the possibility that there was an agreement that Target would return 5% of the store’s 
profits back to the City. City Administrator Pollard stated she would research the issue. 
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3-4. Funds for Park Rehabilitation Projects 

 
 Vice Mayor Maris would like to see a cost breakdown to better understand the 
increase in funding from $92,000 to $256,000. Recreation and Community Services 
Director Chinn indicated that a cost breakdown would follow selection of a landscape 
architect, and Council would review this item then. 
 

3-5. Participation in the Safe Haven Program for Newborns 
 
 Council Member Lieber wanted to be certain that Fire Department personnel 
would have sufficient training in neo-natal resuscitation and intubation of premature 
infants. The Fire Engineer stated there would be training. 

 
3-6. Establishing Storage Space for City Property.  
 
Vice Mayor Maris inquired about the appropriateness of the use of the space for 

the police department during the City Hall retrofit. 
 
3-7. Traffic Calming Improvements, Contract No. 04-01. 
 
Vice Mayor Maris asked what required the increase in funds. Community 

Development Director Chaney explained the funds were for additional engineering 
services. She noted the resulting plans are the property of the City. They will be of use far 
into the future resulting in an actual cost savings. 
MOTION: 
 Moved by Council Member Okawachi, seconded by Council Member Javandel to 
approve the Consent Calendar, as submitted. 
AYES:  Council Members Javandel, Lieber, Okawachi & Vice Mayor Maris 
NOES:  None     ABSENT:  Mayor Good 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 

 
 
4. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARING 

 
4-1. National Library Week Proclamation 
 

MOTION: 
 After reading the Proclamation establishing April 10-16, 2005, as National 
Library Week, it was moved by Council Member Lieber and seconded by Council 
Member Okawachi to approve the Proclamation. 
AYES:  Council Members Javandel, Lieber, Okawachi & Vice Mayor Maris 
NOES:  None     ABSENT:  Mayor Good 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
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Members of the Albany Library Board were introduced. Linda Yamamoto 
announced a joint reception of the Albany Library Board and the Friends of the Albany 
Library, to be held on Wednesday, April 20, 2005, at 7:30 p.m. Author Xi Lee Jiang will 
speak.  Ms. Yamamoto urged all present to join the Friends of the Albany Library, 
because the library is facing a $15,000 deficit for 2005. 

Ronnie Davis, Albany Library Librarian, stated circulation is increasing, and 
highlighted some ongoing programs. Council Member Okawachi stated she was proud to 
be on the library board. She thanked Ms. Davis for all of her hard work. She thanked the 
Friends of the Library, and stated it would be good to see what the City can do to support 
the library. 
 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

 5-1. Unfunded Capital and Operations Needs 
 
Assistant City Administrator Lieberman reported that a proposal was requested 

from Godbe Research, the same firm that conducted the 2002 Measure F survey. The 
proposed survey would build on the results of the previous survey, and may include 
additional community service programs in the areas of youth, mental health, and library 
services, based on the Council Work Goals.  

Ms. Lieberman requested that the Council authorize the City Administrator to 
enter into an Agreement not to exceed $16,700, with Godbe Research to conduct a public 
opinion survey regarding citizen support for tax measures to support un-funded needs. 
She also requested they provide any additional information regarding the types of issues 
that should be part of the survey. 

Council Member Lieber opposed spending money on a survey rather than directly 
on necessary services. He also opposed additional taxes. Vice Mayor Maris noted that the 
public frequently complains that they are not asked for input, and that this is one public 
way to request such input.  Council Member Javandel pointed out that this is a way to 
hear from the community, and not just from activists. Council Member Okawachi also 
favored going out to the public with the survey, as a means to include the community in 
the process, and evaluate which items may pass and at what funding levels. 

Vice Mayor Maris opened the public hearing. 
Carol O’Keefe, 631 Jackson, stated that, based on her work for a statistical firm, a 

sample of 100 might be large enough, and could reduce the cost of the survey.  
Clay Larson, Adams Street, opined that surveys are a waste of money and that the 

consultants are always from out of town. He recommended the City do its own survey 
with volunteers. He also favored single-issue measures, using the ballot rather than a 
survey to determine where money will go. 

Assistant City Administrator Lieberman noted that combined measures are 
effective for getting support from the whole city behind services targeted for various 
distinct neighborhoods. 

MOTION: 
Council Member Lieber moved postponing the discussion to a meeting with 

Mayor Good present. Council Member Okawachi noted she would not be at the next 
meeting.  Council Member Lieber withdrew his motion. 
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MOTION: 
It was moved by Council Member Javandel and seconded by Council Member 

Okawachi to authorize the City Administrator to enter into an Agreement not to exceed 
$16,700, with Godbe Research to conduct a public opinion survey regarding citizen 
support for tax measures to support un-funded needs, with the understanding that council 
will provide additional information regarding the types of issues that should be part of the 
survey after the next meeting. 
AYES:  Council Members Javandel, Okawachi & Vice Mayor Maris 
NOES:  Council Member Lieber    ABSENT:  Mayor Good 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
  
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

6-1. Establishment of a Social Policy Commission 
 
 City Administrator Pollard reported that this item was part of the 2005-06 goals 
established by the City Council. The recommended charge of the Commission would be 
to research, analyze, discuss, and evaluate a broad range of data and opinions on social 
and environmental issues affecting the welfare of the residents of Albany as inhabitants 
of both a local and a global community. The Commission could then make 
recommendations to the City Council on positions and/or actions to take to address these 
issues. 

The recommended composition of the Commission would be one appointee from 
each Council member, and two appointees from the Albany Board of Education, with one 
of these two appointees being a teen member. Staff recommended a sunset date in eight 
years.  
 Council Member Lieber stated he was passionate about the City doing this. He 
recommended that the student member be a senior and serve one year. He opposed the 
idea of a sunset date, preferring that the Council be required to act to un-establish the 
Commission. City Administrator Pollard suggested that the Council could schedule 
reviews of the Commission. Vice Mayor Maris suggested a two-year review. Council 
Member Lieber also suggested “Social Justice” rather than “Social Policy” as the name of 
the Commission. 
 All of the Council Members present were in favor of the Commission. 
 Signe (Sidney?) Madison, Albany resident, was in favor of the Commission. 
 Mike Abrul, Charter Review Commission member, was in favor, and 
recommended “Social and Economic Justice” for the name. 
 Margie Marks, Visalia Avenue, was in favor. 
 Nadine Hamashi, Albany resident, was in favor, and supported the word “Justice” 
in the name. 
 Thelma Rubin opined that the City is small enough that these issues can simply be 
brought to the Council under the “Good of the City/Public Forum” agenda item, and, if 
necessary, an ad-hoc committee can be formed. 
 Brian Parker spoke in favor of the Commission and Council Member Lieber’s 
statements. 
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MOTION: 
It was moved by Council Member Lieber and seconded by Council Member 

Javandel to approve Resolution #05-15, with the following amendments: the Commission 
be named “Social Justice;” there be a review in January 2007, rather than a sunset date; 
the teen member be a senior and serve one year; City staff to reproduce minutes; and 
access to the City Attorney be provided. Vice Mayor Maris offered a friendly amendment 
to add “and Economic” to the name. The maker and seconder of the motion accepted the 
amendment.  

AYES:  Council Members Javandel, Lieber, Okawachi & Vice Mayor Maris 
NOES:  None     ABSENT:  Mayor Good 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
 

6-2. Alameda County Continuum of Care Council 
  

City Administrator Pollard advised the council that there was urgent new 
business. The Alameda County Continuum of Care Council had submitted a funding 
request too late to place on the agenda before printing. The request was time sensitive, 
because the funding needed to arrive by a certain date in order to qualify for matching 
federal funds. The funds requested totaled $1,473.00.  
 All the Council Members present were in favor of granting the requested funds. 

MOTION: 
It was moved by Council Member Javandel and seconded by Council Member 

Lieber to approve a grant of $1,473.00 to the Alameda County Continuum of Care 
Council. 

AYES:  Council Members Javandel, Lieber, Okawachi & Vice Mayor Maris 
NOES:  None     ABSENT:  Mayor Good 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
 
7. OTHER BUSINESS/ANNOUNCEMENT OF EVENTS 
 
 There was no other business/announcements. 
 
8. GOOD OF THE CITY/PUBLIC FORUM 
 
 For persons desiring to address the City Council on an item that is not on the 
agenda please note that City policy limits each speaker to five (5) minutes.  The Brown 
Act limits the Council’s ability to take and/or discuss items that are not on the agenda; 
therefore, such items are normally referred to staff for comment or to a future agenda. 
 Vice Maris opened the Good of the City/Public Forum and asked if anyone would 
like to speak. 
 Elisabeth Bell, Chamber of Commerce, had no opposition to the Spring Festival, 
but was concerned that it and the Taste of Albany were too close together, which might 
hurt attendance. 
 Ray Anderson, Solano Avenue Association, stated there are three events coming 
up, including Chalk and Chocolate, and he opined there was room for everybody. 



City Council Minutes  April 4, 2005 

8 

 There being no one else wishing to speak Vice-Mayor Maris closed the Good of 
the City/Public Forum. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 10:18 p.m. – There being no further business before the City Council it was 
moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 Minutes submitted by Amanda Bennett, Planning Clerk. 
 
 
 ___________________________________
 ROBERT GOOD 
 MAYOR 
 
 
 ATTEST: 
 
 
 ___________________________________ 
 JACQUELINE L. BUCHOLZ, CMC 
 CITY CLERK 
  
 
 
 
 
       


