
NOTE: These minutes are subject to Council 
 approval and are not verbatim; however, 
 tapes are available for public review. 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

IN REGULAR SESSION, 1000 SAN PABLO AVENUE 
 

MONDAY, MAY 17, 2004 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7:15 p.m. 
 
Executive Session pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 to discuss labor 
negotiations: 
  
 Unrepresented Employees: Management & Confidential  
 
8:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Ely who led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag called the regular meeting of the 
Albany City Council to order on the above date. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Council Members Maris, Okawachi, Thomsen & Vice-Mayor Good  
Absent: Mayor Ely (excused) 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
 

Beth Pollard, City Administrator; Robert Zweben, City Attorney; Jacqueline 
Bucholz, City Clerk; Melinda Chinn, Recreation & Community Services Director; 
Ann Chaney, Community Development Director; Judy Lieberman, Assistant to 
the City Administrator; Cherry Chaicham, Transportation Planner. 

 
3. ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION ACTION 
 
 Vice-Mayor Good announced that direction was given to the City Administrator. 
 
4. SWEARING-IN & BADGE PINNING CEREMONY 
 

4-1. Swearing-In and Badge Pinning of Police Officer David Coons and Badge 
Pinning of Police Services Technician II, Nicole Hall. 
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 The Chief of Police asked Police Services Technician II, Nicole Hall, to come 
forward so that he could pin on her badge.  The Chief of Police then gave a brief 
background on Nicole Hall. 
 The Chief of Police asked Police Officer David Coons to come forward so that he 
could be sworn-in.  The City Clerk issued the Oath of Office to Police Officer Coons and 
the Chief of Police then gave a brief background on Police Officer Coons. 
 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

(Consent Calendar items are considered to be routine by the City Council and will 
be enacted by one motion.  By approval of the Consent Calendar, the staff 
recommendations will be adopted.  There will be no separate discussion on these 
items unless a Council Member or a member of the audience requests removal of 
the items from the Consent Calendar.) 
 
5-1. City Council minutes, May 3, 2004. 
  

Staff recommendation:  Approve. 
 
5-2. a. Ratification of City of Albany net payroll in the amount of 

$155,006.48; taxes, benefits & withholdings in the amount of $89,512.07.  
Total payroll in the amount of $244,518.55. Payroll period. 04/30/04. 

 
 b. Ratification of Albany Municipal Services JPA net payroll in the 

amount of $37,095.91; taxes, benefits & withholdings in the amount of 
$22,670.73.  Total payroll in the amount of $59,766.64; Payroll period: 
04/30/04. 

 
 Staff recommendation:  Ratify. 
 
5-3. a.  Ratification of bills, claims & demands against the City of Albany in 

the amount of $51,322.50.  Period:  03/03/04. 
 

b.  Ratification of bills, claims & demands against the City of Albany in 
the amount of $126,027.27.  Period: 05/01/04. 

 
 c.  Ratification of bills, claims & demands against the City of Albany in 

the amount of $177,317.09.  Period:  05/07/04. 
 (File #300-40) 
 
 Staff recommendation: Ratify. 
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
5-4. Resolution #04-16 – A Resolution of the Albany City Council 

Establishing Rules for the Conduct of the November 2, 2004, Election. 
 (File #630-30) 
 
 Staff recommendation: Approve Resolution #04-16. 
 
5-5. a.  Resolution #04-20 – A Resolution of Intention to Order Improvements 

in Assessment District No. 1988-1 for the 2004/05 Fiscal Year (Pursuant 
to the Landscaping & Lighting Act of 19972) and Setting a Public Hearing 
for June 7, 2004 on the Proposed Assessment. 

 (File #360-20) 
 
 b.  Resolution #04-21 – A Resolution of Intention to Order Improvements 

in Assessment District No. 1996-1 for the 2004/05 Fiscal Year (Pursuant 
to the Landscaping & Lighting Act of 1972) and Setting a Public Hearing 
for June 7, 2004 on the Proposed Assessment. 

 (File #360-60) 
 
 Staff recommendation:  Approve Resolutions #04-20 & 04-21. 
 
5-6. Request for Temporary Street Closure around Memorial Park for July 11, 

2004 Bicycle Race. 
 (File #820-70) 
 
 Staff recommendation:  Approve request by Berkeley Bicycle Club to 

close off the streets immediately around Memorial Park (and Albany High 
School) on July 11, 2004 from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for an annual bicycle 
race. 

 
5-7. Council Appointments:  Council Member Good appointing Susan Moffat 

to the Waterfront Committee; Mayor Ely appointing Peter Goodman to the 
Arts Committee. 

 
 Staff recommendation:  Information only. 
 
5-8. Consideration of Claim #AL478; Pacheco v. City of Albany. 
 (File #170-60) 
 
 Staff recommendation:  Reject the claim and authorize the City Clerk to 

send out the appropriate rejection letter. 
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
5-9. Amendment to contract with Moore, Iacofano and Goltsman, Inc. for 

additional work on the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan. 
 (File #600-30) 
 
 Staff recommendation:  Authorize the City Administrator to execute an 

amendment to the Professional Services Agreement with Moore, Iacofano 
and Goltsman, Inc. to cover additional work on the Parks, Recreation and 
Open Space Master Plan, to amend the original authorization of $55,000 
to a total consulting project fee of $73,140. 

 Vice-Mayor Good asked if anyone would like to remove an item from the 
Consent Calendar for discussion.  The following items were removed: Items 5-7 & 5-9. 
 
 5-7. Council Appointments 
 
 Council Member Thomsen stated that she believes that the Council should reach 
out to as many members of the community for appointment and is philosophically 
opposed to people being appointed to more than one committee. 
 Vice-Mayor Good stated that it is difficult to find people willing to serve on a 
committee. 
 Council Member Maris stated that he has the same concern as Council Member 
Thomsen, however, noted that the candidate for the Arts Committee is an excellent 
choice. 
 It was noted that Council does not act on these appointments they are only on the 
agenda as information. 
 

5-9. Amendment to Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan 
Contract 

 
Council Member Maris acknowledged this is a significant increase to the cost of 

the project, however, believes it is worth it and commends the P&R Commission for 
getting the contractor to do such a great job. 

Vice-Mayor Good stated although he respects the work of the P&R Commission 
he originally voted against the original contract but will go along with this out of respect 
for the Commission.  Vice-Mayor Good noted that the amount of money spent on this 
project could have bought a lot of trees and grass. 
MOTION: 
 Moved by Council Member Thomsen, seconded by Council Member Okawachi to 
approve the Consent Calendar, as submitted. 
AYES:  Council Members Maris, Okawachi, Thomsen & Vice-Mayor Good 
NOES:  None     ABSENT:  Mayor Ely 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
 
6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARING 
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7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

7-1. Solano Stroll Encroachment Permit, City Contribution and Fee 
Waiver 

(File #820-50) 
 
 The Community Development Director reported that the Solano Avenue 
Association (SAA) submitted a Street Event – Encroachment Permit request.  According 
to the City’s Master Fee Schedule, Council approval is required for group permits for 
special activities occurring in the public right-of-way, e.g. Solano Stroll. 
 This item was continued from the April 19th meeting because of a question raised 
by the Chamber of Commerce Executive Director.  The question was asked about the 
financial relationship between the Solano Stroll and the recently approved Business 
Improvement District (BID) established in the Berkeley portion of Solano Avenue. 
 A meeting was held between the Chamber and the SAA to clarify this issue and a 
statement was issued by the SAA stating that nothing is going to change in how SAA 
money is used in Albany. 
 The Solano Stroll will be on September 12 and the encroachment permit would 
cover the time period of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and will extend along Solano Avenue 
from San Pablo Avenue east to the Berkeley border. 
 The Community Development Director noted that the SAA is requesting a $5,000 
contribution and waiver of paramedic fees during the event.  The cost of the paramedic 
service from 9:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. is approximately $750. 
 Ms. Elizabeth Bell reiterated that the Chamber and the SAA did have a meeting 
and will be meeting again in the future. 
 Ms. Lisa Bullwinkel, SAA, thanked the Council for their continued support and 
assured them that the Stroll will not be any different than it has in the past for Albany. 
MOTION: 
 Moved by Council Member Okawachi, seconded by Council Member Maris to 
approve staff’s recommendation, as follows: 1) Directed staff to issue a no-fee 
encroachment permit to the Solano Avenue Association for the 2004 Solano Stroll event, 
scheduled for Sunday, September 12, 2004. 2) Contribute $5,000 to the Solano Avenue 
Association to assist in putting on the 2004 Solano Stroll. 3) Waive fees for paramedics 
to be on-site. 
AYES:  Council Members Maris, Okawachi, Thomsen & Vice-Mayor Good 
NOES:  None     ABSENT:  Mayor Ely 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
 
 6-2. Prioritization of Street, Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Projects 
 (File #320-55) 
 
 The Community Development Director stated that on April 19, 2004, the City 
Council held a study session with the Traffic & Safety Commission to discuss the priority 
list of projects recommended by the Commission for Council consideration for use of 
Measure F funds.  Following the Council study session, the priority list was modified as 
follows:  Priority projects #35 & #41 were reversed so that Pierce Street mid-block speed  
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6-2. Prioritization of Street, Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Projects 
 
treatments take priority over the Pierce Street red curb painting.  Cost estimates were 
reevaluated and increased or decreased to reflect current cost estimates and conditions. 
Shading was added to several projects (e.g. 4-way stop signs), which are now in place or 
authorized for implementation. 
 The T&S Commission held several public meetings and input was received from 
the public and considered by the Commission. 
 Vice-Mayor Good noted that a communication was received from the Speed 
Hump Committee urging the Council to complete the pilot program, which was adopted 
in 2001, before any new neighborhood projects are initiated. 
 The Community Development Director responded that the request seems 
appropriate, however, would not suggest the Council delay on deciding the prioritization 
for Measure F money. 
 Council Member Okawachi expressed concern that the street she lives on, Curtis, 
did receive the speed hump through the pilot program and has been there for over a year. 
 Council Member Thomsen asked if the red curb at Pierce Street was on the West 
side only and the Community Development Director responded it is the eastside.  Council 
Member Thomsen stated that she would prefer that parking be allowed on the eastside, as 
it is a buffer between vehicles and pedestrians. 
 Ms. Joy Kekki, 800 block of Carmel and Ms. Sonja Ross, Carmel Avenue and 
another person (could not understand name) spoke about the urgency of having a speed 
hump on Carmel noting that several accidents have occurred due to speeding. 
 Mr. Andrew Lincoff, T&S Commission, urged the Council to approve the 
prioritization of the Measure F money and to not delay this based on a single issue of a 
speed hump being put on  Carmel Avenue. 
 Mr. Lincoff noted that this issue should be addressed at the T&S Commission and 
commented that two speed surveys have already been done on Carmel that show a 
relatively low speed on Carmel Avenue.  Mr. Lincoff stated that maybe new data needs to 
collected and addressed at the T&S Commission level. 
 Vice-Mayor Good stated that he would like to see an unmarked police car parked 
on Carmel and tickets given out for speeding.  Vice-Mayor Good noted that the speed 
hump should be the last resort. 
 Council Member Thomsen commented that when a police car was parked by 
Gateview it had a noticeable impact on speeding.  Council Member Thomsen reiterated 
her concern about the eastside of Pierce Street being painted red and believes that it will 
definitely enhance the speeding.  Council Member Thomsen stated that having the parked 
cars on that side of the street is important for pedestrian safety. 
 The Community Development Director noted that the Police Department has 
received several telephone calls from residents stating that when they are driving up the 
hill it is difficult for them to see and maybe a small area needs to have a red curb for sight 
distance. 
 It was Council consensus to remove Item #41 (Pierce Street – red curb). 
 Council Member Maris expressed concern noting that the City does have a 
petition process for people who are experiencing speeding on their streets and believes 
they should get their request.  The Community Development Director stated the City has  
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6-2. Prioritization of Street, Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Projects 
 
data on file regarding speeding on Carmel, which indicates the average speed of 27 mph.  
However, maybe a new survey should be done to see what is happening at this time.  
Council Member Maris stated that the City should expedite the speed hump process for 
the residents of Carmel Avenue. 
 Mr. Ray Anderson, T&S Committee, stated that the Commission hears from many 
residents regarding speeding concerns and noted that speeding is increasing all over the 
City.  Mr. Andersons stated that the T&S Committee is doing the best they can, but 
maybe this should be looked at again. 
 Council Member Maris stated that he would like to get temporary speed humps in 
place on Carmel Avenue, as soon as possible. 
 Council Member Okawachi suggested that the speed hump on Curtis be moved 
over to Carmel Avenue and that the second speed hump be placed on Ordway. 
MOTION: 
 Moved by Council Member Maris, seconded by Council Member Thomsen to 
approve the Priority List with the exception of Item #41. 
AYES:  Council Members Maris, Okawachi, Thomsen & Vice-Mayor Good 
NOES:   None     ABSENT:  Mayor Ely 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
 Council Member Maris stated that staff should be directed to move the speed 
hump from Curtis Street to Carmel Avenue and noted that Carmel Avenue should have 
had the speed hump a year ago. 
 The Community Development Director stated that when the speed hump was 
placed on Curtis a speed survey was conducted before it was installed and would 
recommend that one be done for Carmel Avenue, which will take about four weeks.  
Council agreed this was a good idea to have the data on file. 
 
 6-3. Codornices Creek Restoration Project 
 (File #405-50) 
 
 The Community Development Director reported that on March 1, 2004, Council 
took a number of actions and asked that staff return with soils testing information and the 
estimated cost of soil deposition, prior to receiving authorization to advertise for bids to 
perform construction work.   
 The Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration was released for public comment on 
March 5, 2004 and a total of eight letters were received.  The Community Development 
Director stated that of particular interest is a letter from Caltrans, dated April 28, 2004 
stating that the Mitigated Negative Declaration should expand its study to include a 
“…detailed analysis of downstream facilities or the resultant impacts to those facilities.” 
A response from DC&E was prepared, which are under review by the City Attorney.  The 
Community Development Director read the following from that response:  “Due to the 
inadequate size of the existing culvert under I-80, flooding already occurs eat of I-80.  As 
stated on page 71, the hydraulic modeling concluded that existing water surface levels 
near I-80 may increase, as much as 4 inches during flooding as a result of the proposed 
project, but the report also concluded that this conservative estimate is within the margin  
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6-3. Codornices Creek Restoration Project 
 
of error for the model.  Therefore, IS/MND concluded that, while flooding will continue 
to occur between the UPRR tracks and I-80 until the I-80 culvert is replaced, the 
elevation and footprint of this flooding would not increase significantly as a result of the 
proposed project.  In addition, the project would not add additional water to the creek 
drainage, as it is not increasing impervious surfaces within the project study area.” 
 The Community Development Director noted that the University of California 
contracted with Fugro West, Inc. to provide the soils analysis for this project.  The soils 
report suggests that there are some Class II soils (petroleum contaminated) to be 
excavated, although there are also significant quantities of Class III soils, which are 
considered uncontaminated.  For the purpose of estimating costs, WRI assumes that  all 
of the soil is Class II, though they expect that there will be significant amounts of soils 
that are Class III, which cost much less to dispose.  On that basis, WRI estimates that 
approximately 6,200 CY/8,000 tons of Class II soil will be removed and has included the 
projected cost at approximately $100,000 for removal into the total construction estimate. 
 The three agencies, Albany, Berkeley and the University have met several times 
to discuss the entities responsible for various aspects of the creek.  The agreement 
addresses the following issues that must be resolved prior to construction: 1) Easements 
for conservation and public access. 2) Agreement as to responsibilities and cost sharing 
for creek maintenance. 3) Liability protection for each of the three agencies. 
 The Community Development Director noted that the three agencies have jointly 
prepared a draft maintenance agreement that allocates the major responsibility for 
ongoing maintenance to the University and a cost formula that allocates each agency’s 
fair share.  Preliminary estimates indicate that annual maintenance costs would be 
approximately $75,000 per year or $25,000 for each agency.  Each agency’s legal counsel 
is currently reviewing the draft agreement. 
 Phase I has an estimated cost of between $650,000 and $750,000.  The proposed 
budget allocates a total of $481,750 of Measure R funds (including $25,000 of ball fields 
funds and $453,750 of creek funds) to this project.  The current balance of the Measure R 
account is $1.6 million for ball fields and $1.5 million for creeks.  The remainder of the 
project funding is from outside sources, the majority of which is a grant from the 
Department of Water Resources. 
 Council Member Maris asked whether Caltrans was ever asked to open up the 
culverts to improve the area.  The Community Development Director responded that the 
Corps of Engineers have called for a meeting that would include Caltrans, the Railroad 
Company, the City of Albany, Berkeley and the University of California to discuss the 
larger issue of Codornices Creek and at that time the I-80 culvert will be discussed. 
 Council Member Maris questioned the Maintenance Agreement asking if the User 
Groups have been looked at for compensation.  The Assistant to the City Administrator 
stated that the City likes to use volunteer assistance but is constrained by the current 
controversy over the prevailing wage issue and State requirements regarding payment of 
prevailing wages. 
 Ms. Susan Schwartz, Friends of Five Creeks, stated that she hopes the legal issue 
regarding use of volunteers will be determined soon.  Ms. Schwartz stated that the 
volunteers could do the maintenance that will be required. 
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6-3. Codornices Creek Restoration Project 
  

Council Member Maris stated that he hoped some of the $75,000 would go 
towards Five Creeks.  Council Member Maris asked what kind of contribution has 
Berkeley made towards this project and the Assistant to the City Administrator responded 
that Berkeley has provide staff time.  The Assistant to the City Administrator stated that it 
is Berkeley’s land and property and they will contribute some portion of the land for the 
project, however, no monetary value has been determined at this time. 
 Mr. Roger Carlsen, representing the ball field users, noted that $50,000 is 
earmarked for relocation of the softball diamond and asked if this project does not go out 
to bid as planned, will the ball fields be ready to play on next fall?  The Assistant to the 
City Administrator replied that if it cannot be done in time for the fall season, it would be 
put off until 2005. 
MOTION: 
 Moved by Council Member Thomsen, seconded by Council Member Maris to 
approve staff’s recommendation, as follows: 1) To approve Resolution #04-22 – A 
Resolution of the Albany City Council Certifying the Mitigated Negative Declaration 
Prepared for the Codornices Creek Improvements as it Pertains to the California 
Environmental Quality Act Requirements.  This action includes: 1) Responses to 
Comments including finding that the 4th Street bridge, while not included in the draft 
document, “…would not be expected to have any environmental impacts.” b) Mitigation 
Monitoring Plan (MMP). 2) Authorize City staff to advertise for bids to construct Phase I 
of this project downstream of 5th Street to the Union Pacific Railroad (does not include 
5th Street bridge) for an amount in the range of $650,000 to $750,000. 
AYES:  Council Members Maris, Okawachi, Thomsen & Vice-Mayor Good 
NOES:  None     ABSENT:  Mayor Ely 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 7-1. AB 2702 – Housing, Second Units – Letter of Opposition 
 (File #660-40) 
 
 The Community Development Director stated that this item came up after the 
Agenda was prepared and is being considered, as an urgency item. 
 The Community Development Director noted that according to the League of 
California Cities AB 2702 would prohibit local governments from requiring owners of 
property with a secondary residential unit to occupy one of the dwelling units.  This 
language would probably raise concerns about creating absentee-landlord situations and 
allowing rental duplexes to be created in single-family neighborhoods. 
 AB 2702 would erode local ability to ensure that sufficient parking is provided 
and reduce parking standards.  Due to Measure D language this may not directly affect 
Albany.  However, deletion of the language further erodes local authority where special 
conditions exist and findings can be made.  
 AB 2702 language leaves discretion with the property owner, not the local 
planning department regarding the size of a unit.  No mention is made of compliance with  
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7-1. AB 2702 – Housing, Second Units – Letter of Opposition 
 
local setbacks, etc.  During the preliminary review of the draft Zoning Ordinance 
suggestions were made that would set a maximum size for secondary residential units.  
This discussion was partially based on the fact that Albany has many small single-family 
lots, which could be adversely affected by large secondary residential units. 
 AB 2702 would set an arbitrary formula for lot size for detached units.  This bill 
would permit new-detached units on lots less than 2,000 square feet. 
 AB 2702 would eliminate restrictions based upon age and eliminating the option 
of promoting senior housing.  This would not affect Albany, as the City’s Ordinance does 
not include an age limit. 
MOTION: 
 Moved by Council Member Okawachi, seconded by Council Member Thomsen to 
direct staff to write a letter of opposition to AB 2027. 
AYES:  Council Members Maris, Okawachi, Thomsen & Vice-Mayor Good 
NOES:  None     ABSENT:  Mayor Ely 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
 
 7-2. Cable Casting of City Council Meetings 
 (File #1050-70) 
 
 The Recreation & Community Services  (R&CS) Director stated that Council 
directed staff and the Ad Hoc Citizens’ Committee of the Council’s Cable TV 
Subcommittee to prepare a report on the feasibility of such broadcast, including fiscal 
details.  The following options are available and the Council needs to determine what is 
best for the City: Number of Cameras (single vs. multiple); Camera Operation (manual 
freestanding camera vs. permanently mounted robotic cameras; Live broadcast vs. tapes; 
Cable equipment. 
 The costs to cable cast Council meetings can be broken down into the initial costs 
to acquire, install and set-up equipment at City Hall and the ongoing support costs.  The 
Committee established several operating parameters:  the system should provide for live 
broadcasts ad taped rebroadcasts of the meetings, and the system should include multiple 
cameras in order to provide Albany residents with a realistic view of the meeting.  
Committee ruled out a studio-type system employing freestanding cameras on tripods.  
This system requires an operator for each camera plus a director. 
 The Committee identified three cost options for the multi-camera set up.  All three 
systems included installation and setup costs and based on preliminary quotes received 
from several vendors the Committee determined that a videoconference camera based 
system would cost $20,000 to $25,000, while a system based on professional broadcast 
quality equipment would cost $45,000 t0o $100,000.  For the sake of completeness, the 
Committee added a fourth and lowest cost option based on a one-camera system in which 
the meeting was taped for later broadcast.  The City already has most of the equipment 
needed for this option.  Some of it may need repair or refurbishing so the estimated cost 
for this system was set between $0 and $2,000. 
 The R&CS Director noted that based on the system selected, the costs for cable 
casting equipment ranges from $2,000 for the most basic up to $100,0000 for the  



City Council Minutes  May 17, 2004 

 11 

 7-2. Cable Casting of City Council Meetings 
  
most sophisticated.  There is $52,000 remaining in the funding that could be used for 
cable casting equipment plus an additional $58,000 held in reserve for a total of $110,000 
in the Cable TV Reserve Fund.  These funds were provided through cable franchise 
transfers and other various equipment grants from the cable provider. 
 Council Member Maris asked about the editing equipment money and the 
Recreation & Community Services Director responded that was included so the City has 
$110,000 clear. 
 The Ad Hoc Cable Committee voted 3-1 for Option C, which is on the lower end 
of the scale. 
 Council Member Okawachi asked what type of space is needed for this equipment 
and was told space is available in the current copy room, which is now being used for 
storage.  The R&CS Director stated that maybe if the building is retrofitted a room could 
be provided solely for this use. 
 Mr. Clay Larson, Adams Street, Cable Committee member, urged the Council to 
approve the concept and to send out an RFP.  Mr. Larson spoke about the City’s 
negotiations regarding the new Franchise Agreement and also spoke about money that 
has already been spent on reports, which acquired information and stated that by having 
the meetings cable cast information will get out to the residents. 
 Vice-Mayor Good spoke about a system that Mr. Tony Caine recommended 
several years ago that did not require an operator.  Mr. Larson responded that even with 
that system a staff person is still required.  Vice-Mayor Good stated that he would tend to 
go along with Option B. 
 Mr. Elliott Cass (sp) spoke about the camera system used in San Francisco and 
stated that it much more powerful to have a three-camera system. 
 Ms. Thelma Rubin stated she is very happy to see that the Council is considering 
cable casting of Council meetings.  Ms. Rubin commented that the Council needs to think 
about how will the people receive this and if it is not done well enough people will not 
watch and that is just throwing money down the drain.  Ms. Rubin liked the three-camera 
set up and noted the tapes can be used as an archive.  Ms. Rubin asked whether the tape 
could be done in close caption form.  Mr. Larson replied that the City of Berkeley has 
closed caption, but it is very expensive. 
 Mr. Chuck Siegal, Ad Hoc Committee member, urged Council to accept the staff 
report and to move forward with this project and to give no consideration to a single-
camera system. 
 Council discussed the pros and cons of the videoconference system versus the 
professional system. 
 Council Member Thomsen stated that she was in favor of the single freestanding 
 system, as a pilot so that everyone can see the quality. 
 Vice-Mayor Good stated that his instincts are similar to Council Member 
Thomsen, but in reality the City probably needs the three-camera system. 
 Council Member Maris stated that he takes a video class and knows that the 
single-camera just doesn’t work well. 
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 7-2. Cable Casting of City Council Meetings 
 
The Youth Services Supervisor stated that the difference between Option B & C 

is the installation cost, which is a significant factor.  The cost for conference level 
cameras leaves little flexibility for installation. 
 Council Member Thomsen stated she prefers the single freestanding camera and 
believes that $20,000-$25,000 is a good place to start and does not believe the City needs 
the professional system. 
 Vice-Mayor Good stated that he agrees. 
MOTION: 
 Moved by Council Member Thomsen, seconded by Council Member Okawachi to 
approve the cable casting of Council Meetings with a pilot program and approve Option 
B for a cost of $20,000 - $25,000 – Automated Videoconferencing Camera (3). Directed 
staff to send out an RFP for Option B. 
ON THE QUESTION: 
 Mr. Clay Larson stated that the $25,000 cost only has $15,000 in equipment and 
$10,000 for installation.  Mr. Larson noted that the $60,000 system has four times the 
quality and stated that he does not agree with having a pilot program. 
 Council Member Maris stated that he prefers Option C. 
VOTE ON THE MOTION: 
AYES:  Council Members Okawachi, Thomsen & Vice-Mayor Good 
NOES:  Council Member Maris  ABSENT:  Mayor Ely 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
 
 7-3. Ordinance #04-03 – Animal Control 
 (File #500-10) 
 
 The Assistant to the City Administrator stated that the City was approached by a 
member of the Boalt Hall Animal Law Society to initiate the process of adding 
“guardian” language to the City’s Animal Control Ordinance.  The goal of the revised 
language is to change the way people think about their pets and to lessen abuse and 
abandonment of animals. 
 The Ordinance adds the term “Guardian” to the definitions section of Section 10-
1.2 as follows:  “Guardian is an owner within the meaning of this chapter and shall have 
the same rights and responsibilities of an owner, and both terms as used herein, shall be 
used interchangeably.”  The term “Guardian” is added to the definition of “Owner” in 
Section 10-1.2 and the term “Owner” is changed to “Guardian/Owner” throughout 
Section 10. 
 The Assistant to the City Administrator noted that the language change does not 
make any legal or substantive changes in the City’s Animal Control Ordinance.  
Currently, the cities of Berkeley, San Francisco and Marin County have changed their 
definitions to include the term “Guardian.” 
 Ms. Kimberly Fross spoke to the Council urging them to approve this change and 
reiterated that it does not change anything else in the City’s Animal Control Ordinance. 
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 7-3. Ordinance #04-03 – Animal Control 
 
Ms. Sherry Franklin, City and County of San Francisco, stated that if people start 

treating their animals better there would be less acts of aggression by dogs.  Ms. Franklin 
reported that this change did not cost the City and County of San Francisco. 
 Mr. Clay Larson stated the format of this Ordinance is not done as it usually is 
with the changes in strikeout and asked exactly what was being changed.  The City 
Attorney responded the only change is in the Definition Section and is adding the word 
“Guardian” so it will read “Guardian/Owner.”  Mr. Larson asked what the legal impact 
was regarding this change and the Assistant to the City Administrator responded that 
there is no legal impact. 
 Council Member Thomsen introduced for First Reading Ordinance #04-03 – An 
Ordinance of the Albany City Council Amending Chapter 10, Animal Control,  of the 
Albany Municipal Code to Add the Term “Guardian” to the Definition of “Owner” and to 
Modify all References to “Owner” to “Guardian/Owner.” 
 Vice-Mayor Good spoke against this change stating he did not believe that by 
simply changing a word people would act differently towards their animals.  Vice-Mayor 
Good commented that the words “owner” and “guardian” are two separate words and 
should not be used interchangeably. 
MOTION: 
 After reading the title, and waiving reading of entire Ordinance, it was moved by 
Council Member Thomsen and seconded by Council Member Okawachi to approve 
Ordinance #04-03 for First Reading. 
AYES:  Council Members Maris, Okawachi & Thomsen 
NOES:  Vice-Mayor Good   ABSENT:  Mayor Ely 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
  

7-4. Resolution #04-19 – Participation in Regional Planning for San Pablo           
             Avenue 
 (File #1060-75 
 
 The Assistant to the City Administrator reported that Assembly Person Loni 
Hancock has convened a group of eight cities (from Oakland to Pinole) and seven 
regional agencies to discuss joint planning to preserve and enhance the San Pablo Avenue 
corridor into a revitalized mixed-use transit corridor. 
 Each jurisdiction will maintain its authority and individuality; however, the 
collective group may be able to secure resources that are not readily available to 
individual cities. 
 The Resolution affirms Albany’s participation and agrees to designate one 
representative and one alternate from the City Council to participate in the planning 
process. 
 A Field Representative from Assembly Person Hancock’s office stated that a 
name for this group has not been determined at this time and for the time being is being 
called  “The Working Group.”  The Working Group will determine specific goals and 
some education will be involved. 
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7-4. Resolution #04-19 – Participation in Regional Planning for San Pablo           

             Avenue 
  

Council Member Thomsen presented Resolution #04-19 – A Resolution of the 
Albany City Council Supporting the City of Albany’s Participation in Regional Planning 
for San Pablo Avenue. 
MOTION: 
 After reading the title, and waiving reading of entire Resolution, it was moved by 
Council Member Thomsen and seconded by Council Member Maris to approve 
Resolution #04-19. 
ON THE QUESTION: 
 Mr. Clay Larson suggested that the City contact Assembly Person Hancock and 
negotiate for a no vote on AB 2702 in exchange for participation on her Committee. 
AYES:  Council Members Maris, Okawachi, Thomsen & Vice-Mayor Good 
NOES:  None     ABSENT:  Mayor Ely 
 Motion carried and so ordered. 
 Council Member Maris stated that it is very important that Albany participate on 
this Committee to make sure that the City has representation regarding the issues along 
San Pablo Avenue. 
 Council Member Thomsen agreed stating the representative would be expressing 
the concerns of its community and to make sure that decisions made do not conflict with 
the City’s Municipal Code. 
 Council Member Maris noted that the Committee has the potential to bring in 
money and suggested that the representative be a Council Member and the alternate be a 
Planning Commissioner. 
 The Field Representative from Assembly Person Hancock’s office stated that it is 
preferable that both the representative and the alternate be members of the City Council. 
 After further discussion Council appointed Council Member Thomsen as the 
representative and Council Member Maris as the alternate. 
 Council Member Thomsen noted that it is 11 o’clock and a motion is needed to 
continue the meeting. 
MOTION: 
 Moved by Council Member Thomsen, seconded by Council Member Okawachi to 
extend the meeting for five minutes. 
 Motion carried. 
 
8. OTHER BUSINESS/ANNOUNCMENT OF EVENTS 
 
 8-1. City offices will be closed on Monday, May 31, 2004, in observance of 
the Memorial Day Holiday. 
 Council Member Maris reported that the League of California Cities voted to 
agree with the Governor regarding the State taking $1.3 billion for two years from the 
cities and then the Governor will campaign for the League’s ballot initiative on the 
November ballot.  Council Member Maris indicated that he voted no on this, because the 
Governor is not likely to return the $1.3 billion to cities as promised. 
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8. OTHER BUSINESS/ANNOUNCMENT OF EVENTS 
 

Council Member Maris reported that Waste Management could vote to make part 
of grant funding competitive; however, Albany’s position is to stay with the $24,000 that 
is guaranteed now.  Council Member Maris indicated that he and Council Member 
Thomsen would be voting on this. 
 
9. GOOD OF THE CITY/PUBLIC FORUM 
 
 For persons desiring to address the City Council on an item that is not on the 
agenda please note that City policy limits each speaker to five (5) minutes.  The Brown 
Act limits the Council’s ability to take and/or discuss items that are not on the agenda; 
therefore, such items are normally referred to staff for comment or to a future agenda. 
 Vice-Mayor Good asked if anyone would like to speak.  Mr. Peter Dolstrom 
asked about the bike race to be held in Albany and was told this was approved under the 
Consent Calendar earlier. 
 There being no one else wishing to speak Vice-Mayor Good closed the Good of 
the City/Public Forum. 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 11:05 p.m. – There being no further business before the City Council it was 
moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 Minutes submitted by Jacqueline L. Bucholz, CMC, City Clerk. 
 
 
 _____________________________________ 
 JON ELY 
 MAYOR 
 
 ATTEST: 
 
 
 _____________________________________ 
 JACQUELINE L. BUCHOLZ, CMC 
 CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


