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September 18, 2012 

Gary Gochberg 

Crown Castle 

5820 Stoneridge Mall Road, Suite 300 

Pleasanton, CA 94588 


Dear Gary, 

Your application for a building permit for the replacement of 4 existing panel antennas with 4 new panel 
antennas as shown on the plans attached to your application is approved subject to the plans and 
reports provided and standard building permit conditions. As you know, Special Condition No.3, 
attached as Exhibit C to the Settlement Agreement, dated July 11, 2012, between GTE Mobilnet of 
California Limited Partnership and the City of Albany requires a structural analysis of the existing wood 
monopole by a qualified engineer licensed in California certifying in writing that the residual strength of 
the pole is sufficient to support the existing and proposed equipment loading in compliance with the 
California building Code and applicable industry standards. The certification must specifically address 
the depth of the foundation for the pole and internal integrity of the pole including the extent of any 
wood decay. Pursuant to this mutually agreed upon condition, sufficient documentation on the 
structural integrity of the monopole meeting the requirements of this condition must be submitted to 
the City prior to the actual issuance of the requested building permit. No work on the pole may be 
commenced until this building permit is issued by the City. 

City staff and our consultants have reviewed the written report prepared by Paul J. Ford and Company, 
structural engineers, dated September 13, 2012 which is based on the attached geotechnical evaluation 
of subsurface conditions and qualitative assessment of the wood pole tower by FDH Engineering, Inc. 
The geotechnical evaluation of subsurface conditions is certified by Christopher G. Ply, a California 
licensed engineer. However, the qualitative assessment of the wood pole tower is not certified by a 
California registered design profeSSional. Furthermore, to our knowledge and as stated in the 
Settlement Agreement, the bending wave test is not recognized by the California Building Code as an 
accepted test standard. Therefore, we request additional information such as wave trace data, analYSis 
output, and detailed explanation of how the analysis was performed. In addition, there is no conclusive 
statement in the submitted materials about the condition of the pole below grade. Until such 
information is received by the City, the building permit cannot be issued. 

Sincerely, 

c')~1 j ~~&--.l
\ ~V 

Jeff Bond 

Community Development Director/Building Official 


The City ofAlbany is dedicated to maintaining its small town ambience, responding to the needs ofa 
diverse community, and providing a safe, healthy and sustainable environment. 
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E:\hibit C 
Special Cundition 

Tll ensure the salery ,)fnearby strLh.:tures and peh,lIb. and pursuant to Cdiful1l1<1 BlIIldlng 
Code Section 107 (Submittal D\)culllcnt,,- pr'jol lothe 1~~lIanCL' Ilj" a hliJldlllg. perlnil. the 
applicant shall be requlrcd to submit doelllllenlatiun lmlhe structural Cllilditiolllll"thl' 
pole. Fnlkl\\'ing complction of the structural ~lIlJlysis ~llld inS]k'ction and prior I,J tile 
issll(.Ince ora building pennit. a qualified engineer liccn~cd in Calij"orni;l shall n:nil\ III 

writing that the residual strength or the pole is sufficient tu ~lIpport thc c\ist1l1g and 
proposed equipment loading ill compliance with thc Call1umi,1 Building (·ode ,lilt! 
applicable industry standards, The cCr1itlcDtiol1 shall specifically address the depth 01 the 
foundation for th.: pole and the inlL'rnal Il1tegntv of the pule including thL' e\!enI or all\ 
wood decay, 

The applicant has proposed to utilize buth parallel ~elsl11ic and tlispcrsi\e bending \\ ;1\C 

nOll-dcslructiv(' testing techniques to determinc the foundation embedmcllt length and thL' 
\.\'ood condition ortlle pole, In orJer to perrorm the parallel sctsmic testing. the applicant 
wtll install a PVC pipe into a soil boring within 15 noCthc wood P(\Ie. The'illsLdlalilln 
of the pipe will occlir concurrently with lhe drilling or a nc\\ geotcclllllcal hming. TI1l' 
boring may be perfi.)fIlled in th.: adjacent aspllnll p;lIklllg 101, npprOXIIlli1tcly 10-15 n lrolll 
the wood pole due to the physical limitatiolls or access I(n' the drilling equiplllL'nt (rig 
accessibility due to the size of the drill rig and the \icillity of the adjacent buildings. 
undergrollnd utilities. ;1l1d overall compound size) Till'> horing will pro\·ide lip to date' 111
situ soil parameters, The new soils information shall be lIsed ,Iiong with thL' inli)J"Jllati"1l 
provided in the I'oundation and pole investigation described ,llx)\'e and any olher rde\·,lIlt 
infolll1ation, tn prepare an up to date struLtllrJI analvsis. 

To tht::: CIty'S knOWledge. the proposed tesling I1lctllOdolo(lY has not been appro\ed hV;1 
national standards selling agency referenced in the ('alili'rnia Bllilding Code. In :alilititlil. 
City slaff and its building code consultant arc not lecllllicalh· qualilied ttl monitor tile 
testlllg or e'valllalL' the results of this methodology. Therdilrc. the (·ity rL'~LT\C:-i thc right 
to retain;1 spcu,tI inspector qualified tn monitor tlK' t('slint! ,md ,I ,'nlhllltllig cllglnL'er 
qualified tn e'·alliale' and make ,I recoflll11e'llcialiPIl un the rL',ulb or th,' Ill\'IW>L'd 
m<:tlwdologv irn,iI dcle'nninali,ln or the I~llildlng Onilldi \\ ill he h;hed "11 thl' 
rcco!1lmencbtl(lns "llitL' spLTial Inspector ,mL! lLlIl'lrltlllg L'nglll:':L'I. III llie: c' Lilt lit:11 Ilk 
Buildillg ()ITicI<,d (kknllilll'~ tkilihe re,\1II'-. (lrthe''-lilh.illl,t\ :lI1:1k'l, aI',' 111l'\'lkhbl\L'. 
the Buildlllg Unicl;!! IlW:, rcquire ;t(JdiIl(lllal iL':-.tlng hI. I ilL' ;q'pliC;11I1'" Cll!.!I Ih'l'l 


