
City of Albany  
Homeless Task Force  

Thursday, September 20, 2012 – 7:00 pm 
Albany Senior Center, 846 Masonic Avenue – South Room  

Meeting Outline 
 

 ITEMS TIME 

1. Meeting Process - Approve Meeting Note format; meeting location; 
clarification on affects of election on existing WFC and SEJC 
members; and Brown Act. 

7:00 – 7:15 PM 

2.  Staff update 7:15 – 7:40 PM 

3. Review Homeless Task Force Staff Report and Work Plan (see 
attached Council Report & Work Plan 5/21/2012) 

7:40 - 8:00 PM  

4. Dental Resources: Report out from Homeless Task Force members 
on research regarding dental resources  

8:00 – 8:15PM 

5. Homeless Task Force Short-Term and Long-Term Goals 8:15 - 8:50 PM 

6. Items for the next Agenda  8:50 – 9:00 PM  

7. Adjournment  9:00 PM 

Attachments: 
 

a) City Council Staff Report, Work Plan, and Minutes of 5/21/2012 
b) TRUST 
c) Dental Resources  

 



City of Albany  
Homeless Task Force  

Thursday, August 16, 2012 – 7:00 pm 
Albany Senior Center, 846 Masonic Avenue – South Room  

 
Meeting Notes 

 
1. Welcome 

 
 Staff, Task Force Members and members from the public introduced themselves.  

2. Review of Board, Commission & Committee Handbook 

 The Task Force discussed procedures for the meeting per the Brown Act and the need 
for a Chair and Vice- Chair was explored. The Task Force decided to wait for few more 
meetings before making a decision.    

3. Review of Homeless Task Force Objectives 

 The Task Force reviewed the objectives and discussed:  
• Modifying the first objective at the next meeting.  
• Defining short-term and long-term goals at the next meeting. 
• Doing outreach at Dinner with Albany. 
• Seek representation from Albany Bulb Homeless on the Task Force and at the 

meetings. This will be discussed further at the next meeting. 

Motion 

Motion was made to modify the meeting outline to include the discussion of outreach and 
advertising at the Solano Stroll by Member Papalia and seconded by Member Johns. 
Motion carried all in favor. 

4. Outreach and Advertising at the Solano Stroll 

 With the assistance from staff, the Task Force will create a flyer to be distributed at 
the Solano Stroll advertising the Homeless Task Force. Staff will look into the 
possibility for Task Force members to sit at the City Booth at the event.  

5. Review of EveryOne Home Goals 



 The Task Force reviewed the EveryOne Home Goals. 
 The Task Force will be looking into dental services that are available to the homeless 

and report back at the next meeting.  

5. Workshop Follow-up: Tabled. 

6. Homelessness in Albany: Tabled. 

7. CDBG Funding: Tabled. 

8. Adjournment 

 
        
 

    

    



CITY OF ALBANY 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

STAFF REPORT 

Agenda Date:  May 21, 2012 
Reviewed by:  BP 

SUBJECT:        Albany Homeless Task Force  

REPORT BY:      Penelope Leach, Assistant City Manager/Community Services Director 
         Isabelle Leduc, Senior Services Supervisor 
         Jeff Bond, Community Development Director           
____________________________________________________________________________    

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

That Council approve the formation of a Albany Homeless Task Force and scope of work per the 
attached Work Plan.  

BACKGROUND 

For many years the City has been faced with the multifaceted issues regarding homelessness in 
Albany.  Concerns have risen over the past several months regarding the homeless population 
particularly those living at the Bulb.  The Bulb is the area of land, owned by the City, located a 
half a mile into the Bay at the end of Buchanan Street. It is connected to the rest of the waterfront 
by a narrow spit of land called the Neck. Homeless encampments are nestled throughout the 
Bulb where as many as 75 people now live. It should be noted that the publicly owned portion of 
the Albany waterfront, including the Bulb, has been designated to be part of the Eastshore State 
Park, but has not been accepted as part of the state park for reasons related to State and regional 
funding for operations and maintenance as well as the Bulb’s current conditions. 
 
Staff is recommending an Albany Homeless Task Force be formed to assist staff through 
research and community outreach which will help develop policy options for the Council, and 
that will lay the ground work for making decisions and allocating resources towards ending 
homelessness in Albany.   
 
DISCUSSION 

There has been a rise in the number of persons camping on the Bulb, and also a more noticeable 
presence of panhandling, recycling pilfering, and shopping cart collections in other parts of the 
city. Community reaction has been mixed, ranging from “let it be” or “it is a solution not a 
problem;” to “something needs to be done”; the “something needs to be done” ranges from 
finding ways to have people “move along” to other locations, improving the conditions to assist 
them in staying, or investing in human/social services and housing resources.  Human/social 
services in Albany are offered through agencies and organizations other than the city; these 
include City of Berkeley, Alameda County, faith‐based organizations, and non‐profits.  



 
Given the complexities associated with homeless issues as well as the complexities in working 
through the systems, programs, and services already in place with nearby agencies, staff is 
recommending that the City form a task force to assist staff and Council in research and 
recommendations for policies pertaining to homeless in Albany.  Staff is also recommending that 
due to these complexities that the task force not “reinvent the wheel.” Homelessness is a 
nationwide issue for which Federal, State, and County agencies have developed programs.  Staff 
is recommending that the task force use Alameda County’s EveryOne Home program as the 
foundation for setting policies. The EveryOne Home program is a road map for ending 
homelessness in Alameda County by the year 2020. A draft work plan that includes a scope of 
work for the task force as well as a summarized description of the EveryOne Home program is 
attached.  

Staff is recommending the Task Force have a maximum of nine members: up to two active 
representatives from the Social and Economic Justice Commission; up to two active 
representatives from the Waterfront Committee; and five additional members consisting of one 
chosen by each Council member.  
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT 

The goal for the Albany Homeless Task Force is to recommend options to Council that will lay 
the ground work for ending homelessness in Albany.  

FISCAL IMPACT 

There is no direct fiscal impact for forming the Albany Homeless Task Force. 

Attachments 

Draft Albany Homeless Task Force Work Plan 



Work Plan 
Albany Homeless Task Force  

Revised: May 11, 2012 

Purpose  

In line with the Federal Mandate to end Homelessness by 2020, develop policy options and strategies to 
end homelessness in Albany. Homeless individuals with needs and disabilities deserve a safe, supportive 
and permanent place to live and access to resources that will support health and wellness.  

Description 

Due to the complexity of the issue and the comprehensive approach required to end homelessness, the 
task force will tap into existing resources and models currently in place in Alameda County.   

EveryOne Home is Alameda County’s road map for ending homelessness by the year 2020. The 
EveryOne Home Plan was published in 2006. An organization by the same name was launched in 2007 to 
lead the implementation of the plan. EveryOne Home envisions a housing and service system that 
partners with consumers, families and advocates; provides appropriate services in a timely fashion to all 
who need them; and ensures that individuals and families are safely, supportively and permanently 
housed. To achieve those objectives, the plan is structured around five major goals that outline multi‐
faceted solutions for a multi‐dimensional problem: 

• Prevent homelessness and other housing crisis. 
• Increase housing opportunities for the plan’s target populations. 
• Deliver flexible services to support stability and independence. 
• Measure success and report outcomes. 
• Develop long‐term leadership and build political will. 

The Homeless encampment at the Albany Bulb is composed of homeless people between the ages of 
approximately 15 to 70, all races and ethnicity. Although there is no water, food, shelters or 
infrastructure; people have opted to live in this environment by creating temporary structures out of 
found materials and other supplies. 
 
The Bulb is the area of land, owned by the City, located a half a mile into the Bay at the end of Buchanan 
Street. It is connected to the rest of the waterfront by a narrow spit of land called the Neck. The Bulb 
was created gradually from 1963 to 1983 by a landfill operation that placed construction debris 
progressively further out into the Bay. Its terrain has been configured by the vegetation growing over 
the fill. The vegetation on the Plateau and Bulb is designated as “ruderal scrub” (mostly non‐native 
shrubs and grasses), and is dominated by coyote‐brush. French broom and cotoneaster are also 
common, as are native grasses and wildflowers in varying densities. 
 
The Eastshore State Park was formally established in 2002, extends 8.5 miles from the foot of the Bay 
Bridge in Oakland to the Marina Bay neighborhood in Richmond, and contains 260 acres of dry land and 
2,002 acres of tidelands. Eastshore State Park is the result of decades of citizen efforts, starting in the 
1960s, to stop garbage dumping in the Bay; to oppose commercial development on the shoreline and to 
preserve it for public use; and to create environmental benefit on the shoreline. The publicly owned 
portion of the Albany waterfront, including the Bulb, has been designated to be part of the Eastshore 
State Park, but has not been accepted as part of a state park because uneven ground, protruding metal, 
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off‐leash dog walking, unregulated art projects, construction debris, and homeless encampments do not 
meet state park standards, as well as State and Regional park funding shortages. 
 
The scope of the Task Force shall be City‐wide, but consideration should be given to the unique issues 
associated with homeless on the Albany waterfront.  

 
Task Force Selection Timeline (Pending Council Approval)  

May 21, 2012: Council Approval of Homeless Task Force 

May 22‐June 22: Application process for task force member selection 

June 25‐29, 2012: Review of applications by the Council 

July 2, 2012: Announce selection/appointment of Task Force Members at Council Meeting.  

Task Force start date, July 2012: First meeting of the task force/half day educational workshop  

Task force timeline: Will meet once a month for 18 months 

Updates presented to Council every four months beginning in January 2013  

Task Force Composition  

• Up to two active members from Waterfront Committee 

• Up to two active members from Social and Economic Justice Committee 

• 5 members selected by the Council after application process  

Task Force Deliverables:  

Recommend to the Council options for policies and strategies to end Homelessness in Albany that 
support the five objectives outlined in Alameda County EveryOne Plan. As listed above, the five 
objectives are: 

• Prevent homelessness and other housing crisis. 
• Increase housing opportunities for the plan’s target populations. 
• Deliver flexible services to support stability and independence. 
• Measure success and report outcomes. 
• Develop long‐term leadership and build political will. 

Create a survey tool to gather community input 

 

 























Page 1, Low-Cost Dental Care Resources 
 

Prepared for Albany Homeless Task Force Meeting September 20, 2012 

Dental 
Provider 

Address 
Telephone 

Hours Services Provided Payment forms 
accepted 

Notes 
Web Address 

Berkeley 
Free 
Clinic 

 

2339 Durant 
Ave., Berkeley, 
CA 94704 
Tel: (510) 548-
2745 or 548-
2570 
 

Mon-Fri 
3pm-
9pm 
 

• Dental 
Examination and 
Check-Ups 

• Dental Cleanings 
• X-ray services 
• Fillings 
o Plastic/Composit

e 
o Metal/Amalgam 
• Extractions 
 

Alameda 
Alliance, 
Healthy 
Families, 
Medi-Cal, 
insurance. 

 

First-time clients must go through the lottery: You must to put your 
name into the lottery jar at the front desk before dental clinic starts. 
We do not operate on a first-come, first-serve basis. There is no 
guarantee that you will be seen, but there is a chance. When you are 
chosen, you will be given a dental exam. After this first time, we will 
schedule you an appointment as necessary without having to go 
through the lottery. 

 

LifeLong 
Dental 

 

1860 Alcatraz 
Avenue, 
Berkeley, CA 
94703 
Tel: (510) 280-
6080 
 

 

Mon-Fri 
8:30am-
12pm 
1pm-
5pm 
 

• Pediatric Dentistry 
• Adult Dentistry 
• Geriatric Dentistry 

 

Insurance, 
Medi-Cal 
 

http://www.lifelongmedical.org/services/dental-care 

http://www.lifelongmedical.org/services/dental-care�


Page 2, Low-Cost Dental Care Resources 
 

Dental 
Provider 

Address 
Telephone 

Hours Services Provided Payment forms 
accepted 

Notes 
Web Address 

Highland 
Hospital 
Dental 
Clinic 

 

1411 East 31st 
St., Oakland, CA 
94602 
Tel: (510) 437-
4473; (800) 6-
CLINIC 
Tel: (510) 437-
8519 Billing 
Tel: (510) 437-
4247 Insurance 
 

Mon-Fri 
7am-5pm  
 

General services for 
adults. Limited 
extractions for 
children. Oral 
surgeon on call. 
Closes after last 
patient. 
 

Delta Dental, 
Medi-Cal, 
Private 
Insurance 

Drop-in clinic 
Register at the counter on the first  
floor of the Vallecito building. Then proceed to the Dental  
Clinic on the second floor of E-Wing, a short walk away from the  
registration area. 
To Make an Appointment: 
 No appointment needed for initial visit--use the Drop-In  
registration. If you require follow-up dental care after your  
drop-in visit, the clinic staff will give you an appointment. To  
cancel or change a follow-up appointment, call (510) 437-4473. 
 
Note: If this is your first visit, you may have to see a  
financial counselor, even if you have already been through  
financial counseling in a Medicine clinic. They can tell you how  
to go about doing this, so allow time for this if you go. Costs  
for services are based on abilty to pay & insurance/lack  
thereof. You can recieve emergency dental care without having to  
pay a deposit also. 
 
Website:  
http://www.acmedctr.org/dental_care.cfm?M1=2&M2=0&M3=0&P=22
0 

HIV 
Dental 
Care 
Program 

Alameda County 
Medical Center 
Eastmont 
Asian Health 
Services 
La Clinica 
Lifelong Medical 
Care 
Native American 
Health Center 
Tri-City Health 
Center 

 The program is federally 
funded under the Ryan 
White Program Part A, 
and provides general 
dentistry, cleanings, 
screenings, and oral 
examinations. Some 
sites also offer 
specialized services, 
including crown, bridge, 
and prosthetic work, 
extractions, dentures, 
oral surgery, and limited 
endodontics and 
periodontics. 

 An individual with HIV can access dental care through the HIV Dental 
Care Program. This program includes five community health centers and 
one public dental clinic. All offer confidential services to uninsured 
Alameda County residents who are HIV+.  

Website: 
http://www.alamedahealthconsortium.org/ProgramsProjects/HIVAccessDe
ntalCareProgram/tabid/122/Default.aspx 

 



Page 3, Low-Cost Dental Care Resources 
 

Dental 
Provider 

Address 
Telephone 

Hours Services Provided Payment forms 
accepted 

Notes 
Web Address 

La Clinica 
Dental 
Care 
Mobile 

Multiple 
locations 
(mobile) 

Monday - 
Friday: 
8:30am - 
5:30pm 
Saturday: 
8:30am - 
11:30am & 
12:30pm - 
3:30pm 
(By 
appointme
nt only) 

• Cleaning and Polishing 
• Dental Exams 
• Dental Exams 
• General Dentistry 

 

 Website: http://www.laclinica.org/DentalCareMobile/ 

La Clinica 
Fruitvale 
Dental 

3050 East 16th 
Street 
Oakland, CA 
94601-2319 

510-535-4700 

 

Monday-
Saturday 
8:30am - 
12:30pm & 
1:30pm - 
5:30pm 
Thursdays 
every 
three 
weeks, 
6:00pm - 
10:00pm 
Orthodonti
c clinic 
night 

• Children's Dental 
Exams 

• Cleaning and Polishing 
• Fluoride and Sealant 

Treatment 
• General Dentistry 

 

 http://www.laclinica.org/FruitvaleDental/ 

Project 
Homeless 
Connect 
46 

Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium 

99 Grove Street 
San Francisco, CA 

October 
24, 2012 

dental screenings, 
basic care and 
complex treatment 

No cost Website: http://www.projecthomelessconnect.com/events 
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