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Janual l ,30. 2008

i\{s. Beth Pollard
City Adnrinistraror
( l i t1 '  s1-  A lhany
l0O0 San Pablo Avcnue
Albanl', CA 9470b

Dear Beth:

As a fbllow-up to the concenls expressed by the ciry of Albany, a site visit was conducted on Thursday,January 24' 2008 to review tl'rc condition, of the Morrt"."y Pine.s at the Gill Tract. participants i'cluded thecalnpus and city arborists' tiC Berkeley Lanclscape Architect, and City Councilmember wile. City staffcorrfirmed the university's finclings that there is ciear evidence.f pitcii canker, poorstructure, beetle a'd tungiirfestation u'hich' in fhe interest of public saf-ety, req'ires the remlval of lga Monr-r.y pines located,*,ithin thePhasc I boLrndaries' In addition, follou'ing tlre site vlsit a wildlife biologist, Mr. Ted Robertson, tj.om theLawtcnce Hall of science, co'ductccl a nesti'g survcy o' the site ancl reporred finding no active cooper,s har,vknests in the area' we will continue to monitor the site firr nest.s as tree removal prcceecls.
'I'lre 

universrty began Phase I staging on January 28,2008 ancl will complete the project within fwo weeks,depending on weathet'conclitions. As stated previously, we will onJy rernove Monterey pines. phase II, whichwould rcmove the remaining 133 vnlnerable tr... on the site, has yei to be scheduled and the university willprovide the cily with at least two months advance notice before proceeding with these plans.

As y<ru know' the 2o04 university village Master Plan must guide our consideration of all future uses on theGill Tract sitc' However, we assure yo,, thot uC Berkeley is committed to working u,ith rhe City of Albany onfuture plans to re-landscape the area olottg the San Pablo Avenue and Buchanan street fiontages. inclucling theplanting of nev" t'rees, providing it is consistent with this Master plan. At this time however, following remo'alof the trees' the campus will be seeding wildf'lowers and grasses to restore the meadow that was originallylocated in the area and to cliscottrag" n.* weecl growth. we a.e willing to discuss with city staff your requesr rouse a portion of the property. on a temporary basis, to store nursery stock trees for future use in city parks a.ds l rec ts .

with rcgard to an easement on university property to establish a class I bicycle path along Buchanan Street,you lnay rccall' in December 2006, the ttniversity .sent a letter of support to irr" Alamecla County congestionI\'larlagcment Agency when Albany applied for fLrnding to sturly trre proposeJ ui"y.t. path. wc are reacty todisclrss u'ith city siaff any issues rcgarding the path.
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l-'irlally' cotrcet-nittg testing for-tire presence of tritiuur and czrrbon 14. which are naturally occulring in tlie areathe uuiversity plans to test for-these element.s in thc soil ancl trecs at the Gill Tract foliowing phase I.

The universitl ' looks.fcrrwa'd to r,r,orking rvith the city staff and trre Alba'y con'nunity on these and otherlnatters' or-rr immediate coucem, however. is to acldress the puhJic saf'ety hazard in a iirnely a.d appropriate
lrlaruler.
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Edward J. Denton. A.I .A.
Vicc Chancellor - Facilities Services

cc: Assistant Vice Chancellor Flewsorr
Assistant Vicc Chancellor Marthirrsen
Dircctor Hegarty
Campus Landscape Architect Horlcr


