
CITY OF ALBANY 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Agenda date:  January 22, 2008    
Reviewed by: BP 
 

Subject: Burrowing Owl Habitat at the Albany Plateau regarding Contract 
Amendment with Avocet Research Associates 

 
Report by:  Ann Chaney, Community Development Director     
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council amend the contract with Avocet Research Associates to increase 
the contract amount from $7,102.50 to $14,141.25. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On October 1, 2007, the City Council took three actions regarding this issue: 

1. Entered into an agreement with East Bay Regional Park District regarding the 
burrowing owl habitat improvements to be located on the Albany Plateau 
(Eastshore State Park);  

2. Authorized inviting and awarding construction bids to the lowest responsible 
bidder not to exceed $93,600;  

3. Authorized a contract with Avocet Research Associates for an amount not to 
exceed $7,102.50. 

 
Because of the specialized nature of creating and monitoring burrowing owl nesting sites, 
Albany hired a wildlife biologist trained in this field.  Work to be performed by Avocet 
Research includes design and construction oversight of the three artificial burrows, as 
well as monitoring to determine occupancy by burrowing owls.  Attached is a copy of the 
diagram prepared by Avocet for the artificial burrows. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Following the October 1, 2007 Council meeting, it was brought to staff’s attention that 
the scope of work provided by Avocet included the first year of their work (design, 
construction oversight, and one year of monitoring), but not the four additional years of 
monitoring.  When it was realized that the scope of work had not included the four years 
of monitoring, Avocet revised the scope by adding Years 2 through 5, and also by 
reducing the costs associated with Year 1.   The consultant was sympathetic to the cost 
constraints, and modified the overall number of hours of his time estimated for the 
project.    
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The contract amount authorized by City Council on October 1, 2007 (Year 1) totaled 
$7,102.50.  The revised scope for Years 1-5 totals $14,141.25.  This is an increase over 
the authorized amount by $7,038.75.  Attached is the revised Scope of Work.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
In 2006 the JPA Cities committed $32,000 ($6,400 each) toward construction, monitoring 
and maintenance of the burrowing owl project.  City of Berkeley project staff have 
indicated that sufficient funds are currently available in the Gilman project budget to 
complete this burrowing owl project (including the revised scope of work from Avocet 
Research showing a $7,038.75 increase), and that no further funding requests from the 
JPA cities would be made for this purpose.  Albany’s funding source for its contribution 
is from Measure R Ball Field funds. 
 
Attachments 

1. Revised scope of work - Avocet Research Associates memorandum dated October 
4, 2007 (addendum added November 5, 2007) 

2. Diagram of artificial burrows entitled “Constructed Nest Sites for Burrowing 
Owls: specifications and schematics” 
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