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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission recommends to the City Council not to submit 
comments to the Association of Bay Area Governments on the proposed Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation Methodology.  The proposed methodology appears to result in 
allocations similar to previous methodologies, and thus there is limited basis for the City 
to comment. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
State law mandates that all local governments adopt and maintain a Housing Element as 
part of its General Plan.  The Housing Element specifies goals and policies necessary to 
attain the allocation of housing development that ABAG assigns to the City.  Additional 
background on current City housing policies is outlined in the attached Planning and 
Zoning Commission staff report and the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) 
report entitled “A Place to Call Home.”  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Pursuant to state law, the State Department of Housing and Community Development 
determines the housing need for the Bay Area as a region.  In turn, ABAG is responsible 
for determining a methodology for distribution of the Regional Housing Need Allocation 
(RHNA) to individual communities.  Per state law, ABAG must determine the 
methodology for allocation of housing needs to local communities in advance of the state 
releasing the regional needs for housing.   
 
Staff has reviewed the proposed local allocation methodology, and believes that the 
proposed methodology will not result in an allocation of housing proportionally different 
from what the City received in the 1999 local allocation process.  By comparison, for 
some neighboring communities such as Berkeley and El Cerrito, the proposed 
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methodology results in significant increases in housing allocation compared to the 1999 
methodology.   
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission staff report and the attached memorandum 
prepared by ABAG details the allocation methodology (Attachment 2).  ABAG has 
scheduled a public hearing on the methodology on January 18, 2007 (Attachment 3). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None at this time.  Once ABAG finalizes the local housing allocation process in June 
2008, the City will need to amend the Housing Element portion of the General Plan.  
Preparation of the amended Housing Element may require expenditure of funds in the 
2008/09 budget year. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 

Planning and Zoning Commission Staff Report and related attachments: 
1. “A Place to Call Home: Housing in the San Francisco Bay Area” Prepared by 

ABAG 
2. Draft Regional Housing Needs Allocation Methodology 
3. Notice of Public Hearing 

 
 


