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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission recommends that the City Council not submit a 
request for revisions to the Association of Bay Area Governments on the proposed 
Regional Housing Needs Allocation. 
 
BACKGROUND ON STATE HOUSING POLICY 
 
State law mandates that all local governments prepare and maintain policies to address the 
state’s housing needs. From the City’s perspective, one of the most significant components of 
state policy is the requirement that the City adopt and maintain the Housing Element as part 
of its General Plan. The Housing Element specifies policies necessary to attain the City’s 
allocation of housing. Attached is “A Place to Call Home,” which is a summary report on the 
Bay Area housing policy process prepared by ABAG (Attachment 1). 
 
The City of Albany’s current Housing Element was approved in 1992 as part of the 
comprehensive update to the City’s General Plan. Since that time, draft updates have been 
prepared by the City and reviewed by the State Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD). The recent updates, however, have not been formally adopted by the 
City nor approved by HCD. 
 
DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED ALLOCATION OF HOUSING TO THE CITY OF 
ALBANY 
 
Table 1 summarizes the proposed City of Albany 2007 allocation in comparison with the 
1999 allocation. In 1999, the City of Albany’s share of the allocation was 277 units of 
housing, of which 174 units were required to meet affordability thresholds. For 2007, the 
City of Albany’s share of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation is 276 housing units, of 
which 159 units will be required to meet affordability thresholds. The June 29, 2007 memo 
from ABAG describing the allocation is attached.  
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Table 1 
 

Affordability City of Albany Housing Allocation 
 Approved 1999 Proposed 2007 % Change
Very Low Income 64 64 -5% 
Low Income 33 43 30% 
Moderate Income 77 52 -32% 
Above Moderate 103               117 14% 
 
Total 277 276 -0% 

 
 
Table 2 details the change in allocation from 1999 to 2007 for nearby cities. As indicated, in 
comparison to other nearby cities, the Albany allocation is relatively moderate. The variation 
from one community to the next is due to the new 2007 methodology that places greater 
emphasis on allocating housing to communities with “fixed-alignment” transit. 
 

Table 2 
 

Cities Total Housing Allocation of Nearby Cities 
 Approved 1999 Proposed 2007 % Change
Alameda                2,162               2,046 -5% 
Berkeley                1,269               2,431 92% 
El Cerrito                   185                  431 133% 
Emeryville                   777               1,137 46% 
Oakland                7,733             14,629 89% 
Piedmont                     49                    40 -18% 
Pinole                  288                  323 12% 
Richmond                2,603               2,826 9% 
San Pablo                   494                  298 -40% 
  
Total 
Nearby Cities              15,837             24,437 54% 

 
 
KEY MILESTONES 
 
The ABAG Executive Board approved the draft allocation at its July 19, 2007 meeting. Local 
cities have 60 days (September 18, 2007) to submit a request for revisions. Historically, 
revisions to allocations have rarely been granted.  For example, in 1999, 29 cities initially 
requested revisions to their housing allocations.  Various arguments were made, including 
environmental constraints, historical growth trends, local land use policies, lack of 
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infrastructure, built-out nature of communities, or in response to data or methodological 
concerns. Ultimately, all requests for changes except one (by the City of Richmond) were 
denied by the ABAG Executive Board.   
 
Once the revision and appeal process is completed, ABAG is expected to take final action on 
the allocations to Bay Area cities in early 2008. Following ABAG final approval, the City 
must complete the preparation of the new housing element including California 
Environmental Quality Act review, and submit to HCD for review by June 30, 2009.   
 
Given the schedule requirements of state law, it is apparent that preparation of the 
Housing Element will be a major work effort for the City in 2008 and 2009. Staff 
proposes to schedule a public work session on Housing Element process with the 
Planning and Zoning Commission in the near future. 
 

Summary Timeline 
 

Date Milestone 
January 18, 2007 ABAG approval of methodology 
June 29, 2007 Release by ABAG of draft local allocation 
September 18, 2007 Deadline to file appeal of local allocation 
November 2007 P&Z Work Session on housing element 
February - June 2008 Final approval by ABAG of local allocation 
June 30, 2009 Deadline to submit new housing element to HCD 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
At the July 24, 2007 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, the Commission 
unanimously concurred with the staff recommendation that a request for revision not be 
submitted. Although the proposed allocation represents a significant amount of housing 
compared with recent pace of development in the City of Albany, the proposed 
allocations represents a significant land use policy challenge for nearly every city in the 
Bay Area. 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 
“A Place to Call Home” prepared by the Association of Bay Area Governments 
“Technical Documentation for Regional Housing Needs Allocation Method” prepared by 
the Association of Bay Area Governments 
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