
Conduct your own survey
Bolting your mud sill to the
foundation and additrg PlYwood to
the criPPIe walls are the two most

Gost effective steps yrou can take
to strenglhen Your home for
earthquakes.

What to look fol
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necd is d flashliSht and a lvillingness to ge! a Iittki

di.ty. The placc to 5tart js the crawl sPace

undefneath your honre

1. ls your house PloPetly
bolted dorun to its foundation?

The wood 2x4 o. zx6 that rcns direcLly on th€

toundation n calle.l the lnud sill. Until lhc

1950s,  home bui lders o l ien d id not  bol t  ihe mud
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srructufal weakDess that can allow your home

ro slide ott its foundation during an eafthqlrake
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foot inrcrvak (a! spccitied on youf Plant, and "

bolt should bc localcd t'ithin one foot of evcfy

joint or stcp in the mlrcl sill but no closcr rhan

nine inches to lhe end oi the boafd ll thc mud
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a job you can consicle. doing vouneu'

2. ltlext, examine the cripple walls.

Chcck lo nrake sufe youf cripple walh a'! b'a"'l

wi th p lywoo{: l  ro  fes isr  not ion Even i fvour

c.ipplc walk have cro$-bfacing thev are not

st.ong cnough for ea|thquakes unlcss vo! acl'l

plywood Also ajob you can do vou6clf.

3. Check for faulty rnate als in
the Gonclete and the wood framing.

Th€ ibundation is a common arca ol slfuciural

weakncss, so chcck your loundation to make surc

n! nr good condition Someftnes the concrete

us.d in loundalions is too Po.ous ano crumo'!r

10 provide adequatc st.drgth. Itso vour home is
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Do you scc any obvious cvjdence in lhe wood

ot dry .ol or nrsccl danrage? lfso you will neP'l
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tor 10 look lbr damagc not easilv seen cxcept bv
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Eolts secure yoL. hones

forndation.The mud sill

should be bdhed ar louto

sLx loot lfte.vah (as 5Pc-

cilied on ydur prlscripuve

nailed to the.riPPIe r.lls

from draking ln dris tYPi

wilhin the Iramhg s not

Faulty materials 5uch
as otten lvood and Poills

placed. RnkY.onditions in

Rider than r/s inch, rarye

.""cete Ir *r. conc,nt"

chLps o' nakes when lou

Pokc il with a s.'€\{dfiw'

falliy hdefbr )ou nray

licensed ena'neer ot a.ch'
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